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Buddhist Views On Issue of 
“Medical Aid in Dying” (Part 3)

One makes numerous decisions in life. The decisions may include studying at 
school, choosing jobs, engaging in interpersonal relationships, finding a spouse, 
buying a house, guiding the children, selecting medical treatments, retiring, and 
so forth. Life is made up of a series of decision-making. The issue of “Medical Aid 
in Dying” is one of the choices, and it is one of the most serious ones. Religious 
faith is one of the elements that can assist one to come up with the most reason-
able and noble choice when facing medical aid in dying.

In view of the background of the adoption of “Medical Aid in Dying” in Hawaii 
which was discussed in the previous articles, the terminally-ill patients of Bud-
dhist faith and their families may be on the horns of dilemma. Having occasional 
unbearable physical pain and emotional distress, some may want to ask for le-
thal drugs to be prescribed for the sake of personal comfort and dignity of life. Or, 
sometimes they may reflect on the teaching of impermanence, Buddhist values 
as respect for life, virtue of no-harming, the principle of interdependence with the 
family and ohana. It is in this kind of urgent circumstance that Buddhist clergies 
are considered as a source of spiritual care.

In many cases, contacting a Buddhist minister is a last resort. Buddhist families 
wait until the last moment, and nowadays, many of them go to a funeral parlor 
to arrange funeral rites first. And yet, there are a few families that contact the 
temple office for consultations and sutra chanting by the minister. Sometimes, 
it happens that upon hearing the words of aspiration and spiritual guidance, the 
patient is touched by Amida’s heart and overcomes physical difficulties. 

What Hongwanji ministers would relate to the patient and the family is the pres-
ence of the Power of Amida’s Compassionate Vow in one’s life. For example, 
it is presented as ocean water that receives all waters. The human mind that is 
sometimes good, sometimes bad is compared to defiled water, and that water of 
blind desire flows towards the ocean and becomes one in taste of ocean water. 
And this deep, wide ocean is the metaphor of Amida’s compassionate vow, which 
saves all from the suffering and sorrow of human existence. Shinran said in his 
poem called The Hymn of the Pure Land Teachers:

   River of blind passion, on entering the ocean - 
   The great, compassionate Vow
   Of unhindered light filling in ten quarters - 
   Become one in taste with that sea of Wisdom.

The name of Amida, “Namo Amida Butsu” that a Shin minister asks the patient 
to recite in the pastoral consultation signifies that the vow of Amida has been ac-
complished. The saying of the Nembutsu stands for the fact that the patient is not 
dying, but is entering into the ocean water of Amida’s compassionate heart. 

What is Your Choice?    Rev. Tatsuo Muneto (Retired)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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The GOJI is a monthly publication of the 
Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin, Tel. 
(808) 536-7044. There is no newsletter 
published for the month of August.    

DEADLINE:
Articles must be submitted no later than 
the 10th of the month prior to publica-
tion by e-mail (execdir@hawaiibetsuin.
org), mail (1727 Pali Hwy, Honolulu, HI, 
96813) or fax (536-0919). Address sub-
missions to the GOJI. Please include 
your name and contact information. 
Original images should be labeled on 
the reverse side with caption and return 
information.

, 
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  Editorial: Jo desMarets; Dianne Ida, 
Randy   Kawamoto, Rev. Yuika Hasebe, 
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Bradshaw, Colleen Kunishige; Joyce Tomita, 
Circulation: Stacy Bradshaw; Contributing 
reporters from Hongwanji Mission School, 
Buddhist Women’s Association, Dharma 
School & Parents, Project Dana, Wednesday 
Gang and Gals, Green Team, Boy Scouts, 
Girl Scouts, Pacific Buddhist Academy, 
Betsuin Board and Social Concerns, and 
the Kyodan

The opinions expressed by individual con-
tributors are their own and do not neces-
sarily reflect those of the Honpa Hongwanji 
Hawaii Betsuin.

Buddhist Views On Issue of  “Medical Aid in Dying” (Part 3)
Continued from page 1

Dear Hawaii Betsuin Ohana,
I would like to inform you that, as of November 16th, 2019, I 
am leaving for Hilo on the Big Island to assume my new as-
signment at Honpa Hongwanji Hilo Betsuin as an Associate 
Minister. 

I have been here at Hawaii Betsuin for about four years now. 
Being part of the Hawaii Betsuin Ohana has given me many 
great experiences as well as pleasures. Betsuin Ohana, I 
would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere appreciation for all the 
support you have kindly extended to me and my family during our stay. I shall 
never forget your kindness and help.
When we shed tears, there is a buddha who dwells in our tears. That buddha is 
called Amida Buddha. Let us remember that Amida Buddha dwells in our tears 
shed because of a parting.

I wish you all the best for your good health and our continuing journey along the 
Nembutsu path. I look forward to our Nembutsu paths crossing again. Thank you 
very much for your kindness and generosity during the past four years. Aloha 
and Mahalo nui loa!
In gassho...

Rev. Kamuro Farewell Message: “Mahalo nui loa!”
Transfer to Hilo Betsuin Effective November 16th

In this moment of hearing Amida’s 
compassionate Vow, one is liberated 
from suffering and sorrow of human ex-
istence, and at the moment of ending 
of this life, this person of shinjin attains 
enlightenment.

When this teaching of Jodo Shinshu 
is deeply understood and realized in 
the present life, one is able to come up 
with the choice in Medical Aid in Dying. 
There are two possible choices:

Choice#1:Accept one’s plan to has-
ten his death with lethal drugs. One’s 
death coincides with achieving birth 

in the Pure Land of peace – this is 
just like the river water flowing and is 
received by the ocean water at the 
moment of dying. His saying of the 
nembutsu on the deathbed testifies his 
gratitude to Amida Buddha, families 
and friends.

Choice#2: In anticipating that one is 
taken by the Power of Amida’s com-
passionate vow at the moment of leav-
ing this life, one continues to receive 
medical care from the physician and 
end-of-life care from the family. Living 
daily with gratitude to Amida Buddha 
is called “Hosha,” which means that 
living daily itself is to repay gratitude to 
Amida Buddha. 

Thus, knowing that you would attain 
birth in the Pure Land by virtue of the 

Power of Amida’s compassion, you will 
be able to make either choice. Thus, 
Jodo Shinshu is not only compatible 
with “Medical Aid in Dying” but also 
resolves the dilemma of making the 
choice.

In summary, the two choices presented 
above means the decision for whether 
to undergo medical aid in dying is on 
a case-by-case basis. It is not an easy 
decision, considering many things to 
factor in before making a choice which 
is final and irreversible. But for the 
person of shinjin, neither choice 1 nor 
2 are impediments to attaining birth in 
the Pure Land. The power of the Primal 
Vow transcends any and all moral 
duality. Its only aim is for the liberation 
of all beings from suffering in samsaric 
existence.
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As the Dallas Cowboys football team is known as “America’s Team”, Hongwanji 
Hawaii Betsuin might be considered “America’s Buddhist Temple”, for now.  Hawaii 
Betsuin has been awarded as one of ten winners of the 2019-2020 National Fund 
for Sacred Places grant program.  Of the 54 total awardees of this 4-year old pro-
gram, Hawaii Betsuin is the first Buddhist congregation to receive this recognition.  
Two to three hundred congregations apply each year.

Hongwanji Hawaii has certainly come a long way from the days of World War II, 
when Buddhism was viewed as alien and un-American.  To achieve acceptance by 
a prestigious, national foundation consisting of American faith leaders, architects 
and philanthropists re-affirms that Buddhism, as first shown by the acceptance of 
the Dharmachakra at military cemeteries, is now firmly considered an American 
religion.

The National Fund for Sacred Places (NFSP) is a program of Partners for Sacred Places in collaboration with the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation.  The National Fund began in 2016 born of a fundamental belief that Amer-
ica’s historic sacred places provide significant value to their communities, and that providing technical and finan-
cial support for congregations builds capacity and increases the stability of these critical community centers.  The 
broader national story highlights the unique impact and role of significant historic sacred places, like Hawaii Betsuin. 

The remarkable 100-year Betsuin legacy and impact on Hawaii resonated with the sixteen member NFSP Advisory 
Committee and NFSP staff. The National Fund selected a group of geographically, religiously, economically, and cul-
turally diverse congregations for participation this year’s program. Nine Christian congregations representing seven 
denominational affiliations and one Buddhist temple are among this year’s awardees. Geographic locations range 
from Hawaii to California to Louisiana to upstate New York.

Executive Director Stacy Bradshaw, Capital Campaign Chair Cindy Alm, and Bishop Eric Matsumoto will attend a 
winners’ training seminar in November in Chicago to qualify for a capital grant of $50,000 to $250,000.

More information about the NFSP is available at: https://fundforsacredplaces.org

Once Every 2 Year Opportunity!   November 17 – Come Vote!!
In the October GOJI, we reminded you that our biennial Board of Directors and Officers elections was fast approach-
ing in December.  We thought we could mail ballots to all Betsuin members, but our by-laws mandate that voting 
must be done IN PERSON, so election day will be on Sunday, November 17 immediately after the 10am service.   
Please be sure to come and VOTE!

Many new candidates have stepped up to help support the Betsuin for an ambitious 2020-2021. The next two years 
will continue to focus on the Capital Campaign, construction, and new programs to develop our Betsuin vision to 
be: “A welcoming place where all share the joy of living with gratitude and compassion inspired by Buddhist values.”   
New Board members and Officers are needed to show the temple and greater communities what “America’s Bud-
dhist Temple” has to offer families and all who need refuge from the chaotic storms of life.

 

President’s Message: 
          “A Sacred Place Worth Saving”    Dexter Mar                                          
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BWA News and Events         

Lillian Kadomoto
The convention was very informative 
and memorable for me, being at my 
first World BWA Convention. I enjoyed 
the various speakers who gave their 
personal experiences of “living the 
Nembutsu”. Reverend Yukiko Mo-
toyoshi’s presentation was especially 
touching. She explained her journey 
to become a Jodo Shinshu Buddhist 
minister in an entertaining and humor-
ous way.

After the convention we took a tour 
of South Western United States. We 
visited Arizona, Utah and Nevada’s 
wonderful sights. We saw Arches Na-
tional Park, Monument Valley, Grand 
Canyon, Sedona and Hoover Dam. 
Our final destination was Las Vegas.

In Las Vegas, together with members 
of Jikoen Temple, we visited the Las 
Vegas Buddhist Temple. There are 
about 100 families and membership is 
growing. Many of their members have 
roots in Hawaii.

The Las Vegas Sangha meets twice 
a month on the second and fourth 
Sunday of each month. Guest min-
isters are invited for the first Sunday 
service and the second Sunday ser-

Barbara Brennan
The “Arigato Obaachan” donation 
program to “honor grandmothers 
and other women in our lives” was 
an opportunity of appreciation. This 
program reflected the “Live the 
Nembutsu” theme of the Conven-
tion by enabling me to remember 

Charlotte Miyamoto
The convention in San Francisco was 
hosted by the Buddhist Churches 
of America Federation of Buddhist 
Women’s Association. The Convention 
theme was “Live the Nembutsu.”

This was a challenging and energiz-
ing event attended by the Gomonshu, 
Kojun Ohtani, our Bishop and Tamayo 
Matsumoto, Mrs. Lois Toyama (our 
Hawaii Federation BWA President), 
other regional Hongwanji leaders and 
the 2,000 delegates (and their guests)
from Japan, mainland USA, Canada, 
South America and Hawaii. Keynote 
speakers were Keiko Toro (Mrs. 
Yoshiko Umitani’s sister), an indepen-
dent scholar of “Everyday Buddhism,” 
followed by Rev. Yukiko 

Reflections of the 16th World Buddhist Women’s 
Convention Held in San Francisco

vice is conducted by local associ-
ate ministers. The guest minister 
who greeted us was Reverend 
Brian Nagata of San Francisco. 
He is the director of the Bukkyo 
Dendo Kyokai (BDK) foundation 
(the Society for the Promotion of 
Buddhism), and one of the found-
ers of the Las Vegas Sangha. Also, 
Reverend Nagata was one of the 
attendants for the Gomonshu from 
the American side during his stay in 
San Francisco.

The Sangha Center is debt free 
as they were able to purchase the 
building with proceeds from 20 
years of hosting one of the largest 
Obon festivals on the West Coast 
each August. We met some of the 
Sangha members and were treated 
to some delicious pastries and 
drinks.

the women in my life who lived with 
the Nembutsu in their hearts.

My maternal grandmother would 
recite, “Namu Amida Butsu, ‘Naman-
dab’, ‘Namandab’” while comfortably 
lying on her sofa as we grandchildren 
watched television. Also, my paternal 
grandmother would sit in front of the 
obutsudan chanting and reciting the 
Nembutsu. In recalling these mo-
ments, hearing the sounds of their 
voices, I am reminded of the power 
of the Nembutsu in their lives. So to 
honor them and my mother and aunts, 
I dedicated Bodhi leaves.

Attending the Convention was an 
opportunity to hear others’ expres-
sions of gratitude, especially those of 
Rev. Yukiko Motoyoshi, Keiko Toro, 
the panelists, the workshop speakers. 
We are all on journeys of Living the 
Nembutsu path, sharing and living 
the Dharma with self awareness and 
gratitude.

Hawaii delagates visited the 
Las Vegas sangha after the 
World Convention ended. 
Front Row: Kenneth & Lillian 
Kadomoto, Karen Oda, Joyce 
Fujimoto, Arlene Kawabata, 
Doris Oshiro. Back Row: Rev. 
Brian Nagata, Judy Muramoto, 
James Toma, Dorene Niibu & 
June Nakamatsu.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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Everyday Buddhist, a project of Or-
ange County Buddhist Church, is a 
website offering a variety of online 
courses in Buddhism open to all. 
Each course is presented as a series 
of videos that students may watch at 
their own pace. Some courses are 
free and others range from $10-$39, 
with discounts for bundling courses. 
OCBC Rimban Marvin Harada is one 
of the instructors. To enroll, visit ev-
erydaybuddhist.org.

This resource was announced at the 
World Buddhist Women’s Conven-
tion in San Francisco and by Rimban 
Hagio at a 10 a.m. service. 
                               - David Atcheson     

Online Classes Available 
Everydaybuddhist.Org

In the September Goji, we announced 
that Honpa Hongwanji would have a 
Peace Day presence at VegFest Oahu. 
This festival of “plant-based, sustain-
able living” happened to fall on Peace 
Day (September 21) this year, present-
ing an opportunity to take Peace Day 
awareness to a new audience.

But how would it all go? Would festival-
goers be interested in activities at our 
Peace Day Lounge tent? Would Hong-
wanji members want to attend VegFest? 
We wondered too about the logistics of 
presenting Bishop’s aspiration/reflec-
tion and the Betsuin Choir’s rendition of 
“Golden Chain” from the music stage. 
What about the iffy weather forecast? 
And would people actually participate in 
the peace sing-along?

Hongwanji shares Peace Day Awareness 
and Golden Chain at VegFest Oahu

Many mahalos to the wide array of 
temples, volunteers, organizations, and 
committees that made this Honolulu 
District Peace Day project possible.

- David Atcheson, HHMH Peace Day 
Committee member

I’m very pleased to give an affirma-
tive report on all scores! The tent was 
busy with origami crane folding with 
Windward Buddhist Temple, peace 
messages on bodhi leaves with PBA, 
and photo-taking in the Peace Day 
social media frame. Plus we gave 
away a lot of Buddhist books cour-
tesy of BDK. The audience quieted 
for Bishop’s impactful words and the 
recitation of the Golden Chain, and 
enjoyed the special performance by 
the choir (search for “VegFest” at 
hongwanjihawaii.com for video). And 
yes, the sing-along had enthusiastic 
participation -- mahalo to song lead-
er Michael Wall!

An especially touching moment 
occurred in the afternoon, when 

Sooriya Kumar (a Living Treasure 
of Hawaii), came by the Peace 
Day Lounge to share about the 
Koholā Ola Peace Project (Whale 
for World Peace). He presented 
smaller versions of the copper 
whales to Bishop Matsumoto, who 
accepted them on behalf of Hong-
wanji. Bishop also had something 
to present to Sooriya, a donation 
for his work in Sri Lanka made at 
the recommendation of the Com-
mittee on Social Concerns.



GOJI  NOVEMBER 2019PAGE 6

Our summer was extremely busy this 
year with our exciting trip to Europe.
Senior Scouts Kaitlin Mann, Jessica 
Tom and myself along with Cadette 
Scout Courtney Mann, together with 
Senior Leader Jackie Furuta, Cadette 
Leader Kim Mann and Parent Jeff Tom 
went on this wonderful trip of a  lifetime.  
We visited 7 countries in 10 days. They 
were London, Belgium, Germany, Aus-
tria, Venice, Switzerland, and France.  
Some of the highlights of our trip were 
riding the London Eye and visiting the 
Swarovski Crystal Shop, tasting the 

Betsuin Girl Scouts   
Girl Scouts Visit Europe

The Honpa Hongwanji Girl Scouts held a ribbon lei making night on September 20 
at the Temple Main Social Hall. Volunteers from Senior, Cadette, Junior, Brownie, 
and Daisy troops showed up to help. The older scouts made leis along side their 
parents, sibling, and grandparents. The younger Daisy and Brownie scouts deco-
rated lei tags with the help and supervision of Reverend Yuika Hasebe. 

A total of 155 pink ribbon leis were made. The pink ribbon leis 
were given to the breast cancer survivors participating in the 
2019 Susan G. Komen Hawaii Race for the Cure. The race took 
place on October 13 at Kapiolani Park. It is a 5K (3.1 mile) 
race held annually to raise money to fund vital breast cancer 
heath education and breast cancer screening and treatment 
programs in our community. As well as national research and 
training grant programs. 

The Girl Scouts and their families are proud to 
support such a special event and honor a group of 
very brave individuals. 

The Girl Scouts would like to thank all the volun-
teers who showed up to help make leis. A special 
thank you to Stacy Bradshaw for reserving the 
room, Cheryl Kaneshiro for prepping the ribbons, 
Brigid Barcarse for the Race for the Cure handker-
chiefs and stickers, Intertroop for providing dinner 
and Reverend Hasebe for volunteering her time 
to help. 

Alexandrianna Harman
Senior Scout, Senior Troop 415

many different types of foods, rid-
ing the Gondola and visiting the 
museums.  We also shopped and 
shopped and shopped  We made a 
lot of new and lasting friends from all 
over the world.

We would like to send our warmest 
thank you to our fellow scouts for 
helping us out with all of the differ-
ent fundraisers that we had this past 
year so that we could visit Europe.
Our special thank you to the Betsuin 
for allowing us to have the many dif-

ferent fundraisers and for always let-
ting us use the temple facilities. Thank 
you also to our parents for their con-
tinued support. Thank you to everyone 
for all of their hard work and especially 
to our Leaders who believed in us and 
that this trip was possible.

In Gassho,
Alexandrianna

Girl Scouts Race For The Cure Lei Making
Gayle Shizumura, Daisy Troop 844
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Dharma School News                       Jovie Yoshioka

The 4th and 5th Grade class observed ohigan and the balance of the equi-
nox by making six paramita mobiles. 

On September 22, Dharma School celebrated the first birthday Sunday.  
Those students whose birthdays are in July, August, September and 
October were treated to a rousing rendition of “Happy Birthday” and en-
joyed their birthday cupcake.  Miki Saito provided her talent in teaching the 
children (and adults) how to make their own onenju.  January 19, 2020 will 
be the next birthday Sunday where we will celebrate birthdays in November, 
December, January and February.

If you are unable 
to come to the 

temple and would 
like to have a 
minister visit 

you in your home, 
please call 

Rev. Yuika Hasebe 
at 536-7044 to 

request a 
home visit.

 

We miss you and 
do not want to lose 
contact with you!   

Motoyoshi (former Hawaii Kyodan 
minister) highlighting a light, yet 
thought provoking ministerial experi-
ences and growth. And Hawaii District 
Panel speaker, Carol Valentine, of 
Lihue Hongwanji Mission described 
her long-term dedication to propagate 
the Dharma on the mainland and in 
Hawaii. Attendees were provide with 
language translation headset devices 
with ear buds to accommodate lan-
guage comprehension.

Thought provoking workshops includ-
ed Shinran’s Wasans through Poetry; 
Exile and Onembutsu in the World 
War II American Internment Camps; 
Buddhist Psychology and Therapy; 

Dharma Glimpses and Nembutsu Chal-
lenges; social, musical and physical 
activities that may enhance propaga-
tion; Shin Buddhism and LGBTQ; and 
Changing with the Times. 

Small gift exchanges were made at the 
dinner banquet where each table con-
sisted of one member from each group 
to foster lasting friendships among the 
participants. Dinner selections were 
appetizing. The entertainment portion of 
the program included Hawaii delegates 
performing a choral rendition of “Life In 
Harmony”, music by BJ Soriano, and 
a hula interpretation of the “Golden 
Chain” composed by Donna Sasaki.  

Audience participation was also 
featured.

In order to insure the safety and 
wellbeing of Convention attendees, 
professionals were available to 
handle any emergencies.

I came away from the Convention 
truly impressed by the dedicated 
efforts of the host and participating 
organizations to make the 16th World 
Buddhist Women’s Convention mean-
ingful for our future development.

The 2023 convention will be hosted 
by Japan.

Reflections continued from page 4
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In Memoriam           SEPTEMBER 2019        
The Hawai’i Betsuin extends its deepest sympathy to the families of the 
following members who recently passed away.  May the family members 
find solace and comfort  in the Nembutsu.   Namo Amida Butsu

The great practice is to say the Name of the Tathagata of un-
hindered light. This practice, comprehensively encompass-
ing all practices, is perfect and most rapid in bringing them 
to fullness. For this reason, it is called “great practice.” Saying 
the Name then breaks through all the ignorance of sentient 
beings and readily brings all their aspirations to fulfillment. 
Saying the Name is in itself mindfulness; mindfulness is 
nembutsu; nembutsu is Namo-amida-butsu.                                                        
                                                                                               -Shinran Shonin

2019 Memorial Service Schedule
2018 is the memorial year for those who passed away in:

2018 – 1 year 2007 – 13 year 1987 –  33 year
2017 – 3 year 2003 – 17 year 1970 –  50 year
2013 – 7 year 1995 – 25 year 1920 – 100 year

Nursing Home Services
NOVEMBER 2019  

07    Hale Nani – Rev. Kalu
    Hale Ho Aloha – Rev. Furusawa
08    Kuakini – Rev. Hasebe
14    Maluhia – cancelled  (Minister seminar)
        Liliha – cancelled  (Minister seminar)
22    Leahi – Rev. Hagio
28    Nuuanu Hale-cancelled (Thanksgiving Day)

05 KANESHIRO, Dorothy Misako (98)
08 SAKAI, Edna Takako (88)
09 AKATSUKA, Roland Minoru (87)
09 KUBA, Alyce Kashie (97)
10 TASAKA, Masato (94)
12 MORIMOTO, Tsurue (101)
14 TAKEUCHI, Sachiko (92)
19 YOSHINAGA, Bert Akira (96)
21 NAKAMURA, Kie (87)

22 SAITO, Herbert Masatoshi (83)
22 TERAMOTO, Edward Kazuyuki (90)
22 UCHIMURA, Mildred Yasuko (102)
27 MATSUOKA, Grace Fumiyo (87)
27 TAMAYOSE, Robert Yasuo (77)

Radio Programs
NOVEMBER 2019
KZOO 1210 AM 

Japanese Language
Saturday at 7:30 AM

  

Everyone
Welcomed!

PAGE 8

Asaji Service  8:00 AM
Betsuin Services

Nicchu Service 1:00 PM

Dharma School 9:00 AM

Adult English Services 

03 Rev. Masao Kodani
10 Rev. Shingo Furusawa
17 TBA
24 Temple Clean-up 
           No service

03 Eitaikyo Family Service 
     9:30 am Rev. Masao Kodani
10 Rev. Sol Kalu
17 Rev. Kenji Akahoshi
24 Temple Clean-up 
           No service

03 Rev. Joshin Kamuro
10 Rimban Toyokazu Hagio
17 Rev. Yuika Hasebe
24 Temple Clean-up 
            No service

03 Eitaikyo 
      Family Service 9:30 am
10 Rev. Yuika Hasebe
17 Rev. Sol Kalu
24 Temple Clean-up 
          No service

02   Rev. Shingo Furusawa
09   Rev. Eigetsu
16   Rev. Kazunori Takahashi
23   Rev. Ryoso Toshima
30   Rev. Yuika Hasebe


