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2020 Slogan:

On April 6 c. 563–480 BCE, approximately 
2500 years ago, in northern India, in what 
is now modern Nepal, the founder of  Bud-
dhism, Siddharta Gautama also known as 
Shakyamuni Buddha was born. The story 
of the Buddha’s birth is shrouded in mysti-
cism and legend. Queen Maya, the mother 
of Shakyamuni Buddha, on the way to her 
parents home to give birth, as the tradition-
al practice at the time, rested at Lumbini 
Garden. The Buddha was born as Queen 
Maya leaned against a sal tree. He is said 
to have emerged from her right side, taking 
seven steps in the four directions.  As he 
walked, lotus flowers bloomed and sweet 
rain fell from the sky. The baby Buddha 
was even said to have spoken, proclaim-
ing, “I alone am the World-Honored One!” 
This event became known as Hanamatsuri 
in Japanese, or flower festival, commemo-
rating the blossoming of the flowers on Buddha’s birth.

The birth of the Buddha shows that each child that is born has the same potential 
as the Buddha, the same possibility to awaken, to be wise and to be compassion-
ate. The Buddha shows us in his birth, and in his life, what is humanly possible; 
what any human being can aspire to and accomplish. Hanamatsuri, the birth of 
Shakyamuni Buddha is indeed a joyous, auspicious event for it heralded the be-
ginnings of a teaching focused on the alleviation of suffering for all sentient beings 
through wisdom and compassion.

Although it has been a long standing tradition for the Hawaii Buddhist Council  to 
sponsor a special Hanamatsuri observance, this year’s HBC Hanamatsuri will not 
be held due to the ongoing corona virus pandemic.

The Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin  has cancelled or postponed all temple ac-
tivites from March 20 to May 15, 2020 and is live streaming the 10:00 am services 
via the internet.  Namo Amida Butsu1

Hawaii Buddhist Council
Hanamatsuri Services Cancelled
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The GOJI is a monthly publication of the 
Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin, Tel. 
(808) 536-7044. There is no newsletter 
published for the month of August.    

DEADLINE:
Articles must be submitted no later than 
the 10th of the month prior to publica-
tion by e-mail (execdir@hawaiibetsuin.
org), mail (1727 Pali Hwy, Honolulu, HI, 
96813) or fax (536-0919). Address sub-
missions to the GOJI. Please include 
your name and contact information. 
Original images should be labeled on 
the reverse side with caption and return 
information.

 

GOJI   

GOJI STAFF:
  Editorial: Jo desMarets; Dianne Ida, 
Randy   Kawamoto, Rev. Shingo Furusawa, 
Japanese section editor Production:  Stacy 
Bradshaw, Colleen Kunishige; Circulation: 
Stacy Bradshaw; Contributing reporters 
from Hongwanji Mission School, Buddhist 
Women’s Association, Dharma School & 
Parents, Project Dana, Wednesday Gang and 
Gals, Green Team, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 
Pacific Buddhist Academy, Betsuin Board 
and Social concerns, and the Kyodan

The opinions expressed by individual con-
tributors are their own and do not neces-
sarily reflect those of the Honpa Hongwanji 
Hawaii Betsuin.

Dharma Message from Rev. Shingo Furusawa “Interdependence”
April 8th is the birthday of Shakyamuni 
Buddha, the founder of Buddhism. One 
of his teachings is Interdependence.   

Interdependence means all of our lives 
are related and connected to each other.  
You may think that it is easy to under-
stand this idea, but it is difficult for us. 
  
In the altar of Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii 
Betsuin’s main temple, there is a picture 
of a bird with two heads.   The bird’s 
name is “Gumyocho.”  The relationship 
of the two heads was extremely nega-
tive.  One day, one head made the other 
one ingest poisonous fruit.   Of course, 
the head which ate the fruit died, but as 
the two heads were connected, the poi-

son spread throughout the whole body 
of the bird, resulting in the death of both. 

In our world, countless conflicts and 
wars have been occurring.   If atomic or 
hydrogen bombs are used in warfare, 
not only our enemies, but we, ourselves, 
will perish like the Gumyocho bird.   Why 
do we have conflicts and wars?  It is 
because we are ignorant with regards 
to Interdependence and instead try to 
satisfy our own egotistical desires.   Un-
fortunately, it is extremely difficult for us 
to understand Interdependence.  

To help us fully understand the concept 

of Interdependence, 
let us examine the 
phrases in the Golden 
Chain of Love.  The 
Golden Chain of Love 
states, “I am a link in 
Amida Buddha’s Gold-
en Chain of Love that 
stretches around the world.” Each of our 
lives is related, and we are connected 
to one another through Amida Buddha’s 
Golden Chain of Love.

Shakyamuni Buddha teaches us to help 
and support each other.  It is this mutual 
offering of assistance and support which 
demonstrates the importance of Interde-
pendence in the Jodo Shinshu tradition.  
 
Now our community has become stag-
nant due to the coronavirus problem be-
cause many events and gatherings are 
being canceled or postponed.   However, 
let us remember that our lives are inter-
related, and we are connected to each 
other.  Therefore, especially in times 
such as these, we must help and support 
each other.    In Gassho.

We Are Available 
To You!

 By Phone:
(808) 536-7044  

By Email:
execdir@hawaiibetsuin.org

or the 
  Internet: 

hawaiibetsuin.org
Let’s Stay 
In Touch!

Notice regarding 
Michiko Okano’s 
cultural classes! 

The Class schedules have 
been changed as follows: 

Both Shodo 
and Ikebana classes 

are suspended 
until September 2020;              

The classes will resume on 
the following dates:

Shodo class Tuesday, 
September 8, 2020

Ikebana class 
Wednesday, 

September 9, 2020

Annual Gotan-e Day 
Ikebana and Shodo Display 

(originally scheduled for 
May 17) is cancelled. 

If you have any questions, 
please contact the Betsuin Office
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President’s Message from Dexter Mar
Building Healthy Sanghas – Staying Calm, Staying Safe 
 Betsuin COVID-19 Postponements

Hawaii Betsuin will suspend in-person Sunday Services from MARCH 20-MAY 15.
Live, on-line services will be available as an alternative to attending in person. 
Information can be found on the Betsuin website (https://hawaiibetsuin.org/covid19)

In-person meetings, cultural classes, activities, and events are also suspended.

The Minister’s Office and Business Office will continue operations by telephone ONLY.    
Spiritual care for groups of less than 10 will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

As Buddhists we know that life is filled with both happiness and un-happiness.  Our teachings help us to keep going and 
help each other.

First, we take a deep breath and let it out slowly.  Gathering ourselves and managing the fear.  Sometimes we may need 
10 minutes (or more!) of meditation to see clearly.

Then, we can begin to figure out how to proceed.

In the case of the COVID-19 emergency, this is not the first global threat we’ve faced.  World wars, atomic disasters, 
climate change, measles, polio, HIV, to name a few. We can and will deal with COVID-19.

First and foremost, COVID-19 is a MEDICAL problem, that has social, economic, educational, political, and other impacts.  
The source of the problem is a new virus of the corona family that has been studied for many years.  The scientific medical 
community has the intelligence and tools to find the answers to handle this.  As a Betsuin community we need to listen and 
learn about the facts as they emerge and help each other get through this challenge.

The FACTS so far:
1. The virus does not make everyone sick.  Most COVID-19 illnesses are mild to moderate.
2. In those who get sick, “older adults” (over 65 years) have an 8-15% mortality rate and those with chronic conditions, up  
 to 50%.  Most who become sick, recover.
3. Precautions work and are the ONLY way for fight this virus:

• If you have a sore throat, cough, runny nose, etc. STAY HOME.
• If you are over 65 years old and frail, limit exposure.
• Avoid crowds and stuffy spaces.  Spread out 6 feet apart in good ventilation.
• Cover your nose and mouth when sneezing, coughing, etc. with tissue or into elbow.
• Clean hands every hour (washings or hand sanitizer)
• Wipe door knobs, tables, chairs, and any high touch surface with disinfectant.
• Greet others with bow & gassho, or elbow bumps.

Spiritually, everyday life requires courage.  Any number of things can “get us”.  To live is to face the challenges with intel-
ligence and care for others (Wisdom and Compassion).  The purpose of the Betsuin is to care for the spiritual health of 
troubled people, much like clinics and hospitals care for physical and mental health.  We need to make every effort to 
continue serving others in this troubling (but temporary) crisis.

In difficult times, let’s help others manage their fears with wisdom and compassion (facts and concern).
LIVE the Nembutsu Way, Namo Amida Butsu!



BWA News and Events                 
Fujiko Motobu
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All BWA Activities are suspended until May 15, 2020 in ac-
cordance with the directive from Betsuin President, Dex-
ter Mar. Please see “President’s Message” on page 3 for 
details.  Other activities referred to in the article may have 
also been cancelled or postponed. Please check with the 
appropriate sources. Mahalo!

Eshinni, Kakushinni Day 
schedulef for April 26 has been 
CANCELLED.

THANK YOU TO ALL OF YOU FOR 
THE GENEROUS DANA DAY DONA-
TIONS:  Within the month of February, 
you made a great donation as you 
did in 2019.  We received a total of 
$4423.00.  Chair Liane Wong and her 
committee members look for worthy 
organizations in our community to give 
them aide. Thank you to all.

INTERESTING HISTORY OF HONPA 
HONGWANJI:  The first Jodo Shinshu 
minister to come to Hawaii some 131 
years ago, on March 2, 1889, was the 
Rev. Kagahi.   There was no temple, 
nor any designated followers, so he 

stayed at a hotel and preached to 
anyone who would listen to him about 
Jodo Shinshu.  People who were 
interested, gathered and listened to the 
reverend.  They were not necessarily 
Japanese, but of other ethnicity and 
were interested in the Reverand’s talks.  
About seven months later, another min-
ister from Japan was sent to Hawaii.  
When this second minister observed 
that the Rev. Kagahi was preaching to 
non-Japanese people, he was shocked 
and sent word to Japan, reporting this.  
The Honzan in Japan was bewildered 
and recalled Rev. Kagahi back to Ja-
pan after seven months in Hawaii.  The 

second minister, as well as others that 
followed, made sure that the followers 
were all Japanese.    

For nearly a hundred years, the “only 
Japanese” practice followed until about 
the time of our 125 years celebration 
that took place in Hawaii, and the 
immediate past Monshu was present.  
Prior to this, the former Bishop Fujitani 
started the inter-faith celebrations.    
From about this time, we began to see 
more ethnicity in our temples.  Today 
we merge with many others, and it 
took over a hundred years, which Rev. 
Kagahi started in Hawaii, for the prac-
tice to grow.  Therefore, if you see a 
non-Japanese looking face sitting next 
to you in the pew, smile and give them 
a nice greeting and get to know one 
another under the guidance of Shinran 
Shonin and Amida Buddha.    Namo 
Amida Butsu.

SUMIE SOCIETY ART EXHIBIT 
AT CITY HALL:  Monday, April 20 
through Friday, May 1 has been 
CANCELLED!
  
HUMOR:  Shared by Barbara Brennan
A crow was sitting on a tree, doing 
nothing all day. A small rabbit saw the 
crow, and asked him, “Can I also sit 
like you and do nothing all day long?”  
The crow answered, “Sure, why not.” 
So the rabbit sat on the ground below 
the crow and rested.  All of a sudden a 
fox appeared, jumped on the rabbit and 
ate it. LESSON:   To be sitting around 
doing nothing, you must be sitting very, 
very high up.

Betsuin’s Earth Month Events 
Canceled 

This year’s Green Fair and Earth Day Service, originally scheduled for April 18 and 
19 respectively, are canceled consistent with the temporary suspension of temple 
activities. (There will likely be an online-only service on 4/19 at 10 a.m. over You-
Tube as part of a series in partnership with Hongwanji State Ministers Association; 
please check hawaiibetsuin.org.)

If you are active on social media or just have a smartphone or camera, consider if 
there is a photo or video clip you would like to share leading up to Earth Day, April 
22 (the 50th anniversary of Earth Day!). The theme for the Green Fair was to be 
“Green Ways of Old: Revisiting Sustainable Traditions,” but don’t feel limited by this 
theme. #GreenWaysOfOld and #GreenHongwanji are suggested hashtags. You 
can always email your item to greenteaminfo@hawaiibetsuin.org if that 
works better for you! Hands together, David Atcheson

From the
Green Team
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Dharma School News           Debbie Kubota
Sunday, February 23 - Kindergarten - 
1st Grade Class - Dharma Message
Friends are a gift because they fill our 
lives with joy and love.  That was the 
message that our K-1 class wanted to 
convey when they brought the book, 
Friendshape - An uplifting celebration of 
friendship to life. This delightful book by 
Amy Krouse Rosenthal and Tom Lichten-
held focuses on the fun, compassionate 
and sometimes trying wonders of having 
friends. 

Our students depicted the various shapes 
from the book — Sarene Bradshaw (cir-
cle), Asami Nishihira (square), Ella Saito 
(rectangle) and Allison Takao (triangle). 
We missed having Jayden Koo join us 
that day. The students formed a rocket 
(using a triangle, square and rectangle) 
to the moon (circle) — depicting that 
“friends will follow you to the moon and 
back.” In closing, they formed the word 
L - O - V - E using the rectangle, circle, 
upside down triangle, and square. The 
audience, especially the class parents, 
thoroughly enjoyed the presentation!

Sunday, March 1 - Honolulu Dharma 
Schools - Kailua Beach Event
The weather forecast of showers/wind in 
Kailua on Sunday, March 1 did not come 
to be, and it was a perfect day with a little 
wind. The sun shone brightly as about 65 
people, from Headquarters, Betsuin, Jik-
oen, Moiliili, Windward Buddhist Temple 
and the YESS Camp chairs and staff 
enjoyed a day full of fun, fellowship and 
food at Kailua Beach Park.

The day began with a service officiat-
ed by Reverend Yuika Hasebe. Bishop 
Matsumoto, Reverend Takahashi and 
our newest minister, Reverend Yam-
agishi also participated in the service. 
Reverend Hasebe gave a delightful 
message, in which she shared the 
meaning of the Three Treasures---
Buddha, Dharma and Sangha. 

Dwight and Preston Matsuo, YESS 
Camp Chairs, assisted by Kerrie Wong 
and Keri Kubota, led mixer activities 
which included having everyone intro-
duce themselves by their first name 
and animal with the same sound/al-
literation as their first name in small 
groups. This was followed by tossing 
tennis balls between participants and 
saying each others’ names as the 
balls were tossed. 
Once everyone was in their groups, 
the next activity was a scavenger 
hunt, in which each group was tasked 
with collecting various items such as 
pine cones, ironwood needles, pieces 
of shells, dried leaves, sticks and 
palm fronds. Next, the groups went 
down to the beach to build sand 
sculptures that depicted Bud-
dhist themes. There was much 
creativity as groups sculpted an 
onenju, Buddha, Shinran Sho-
nin, sagarifuji, Dharma Wheel, 
and Stupa with gates through 
which Prince Siddhartha expe-
rienced the outside world. Each 
group took their turn sharing and 
describing their creations. 

The day culminated in a catered lunch 
from K & K Bar B Que Inn, right down 
the road, who opened on their day off 
to prepare this onolicious food, which 
included teri beef, BBQ chicken, garlic 
chicken, beef broccoli, fried noodles, chi-
nese chicken salad and fried rice. Yum! 

What a SUPER day it was.  We can’t 
wait for our next gathering!

CANCELLED:  Annual Intergenera-
tional Picnic scheduled for Sunday, 
May 3. Magic Island Parking lot will 
be closed for months due to storage 
of equipment and lights for Ala Moana 
Park improvement projects and eventu-
ally resurfacing. We will plan for a picnic 
again next year, on the first Sunday (May 
2, 2021). Save the date!



Radio Programs
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KZOO 1210 AM 
Japanese Language
Saturday at 7:30 AM
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In Memoriam            FEBRUARY 2020        
The Hawai’i Betsuin extends its deepest sympathy to the families of the 
following members who recently passed away.  May the family members 
find solace and comfort  in the Nembutsu.   Namo Amida Butsu

The great practice is to say the Name of the Tathagata of 
unhindered light. This practice, comprehensively encompass-
ing all practices, is perfect and most rapid in bringing them 
to fullness. For this reason, it is called “great practice.” Saying 
the Name then breaks through all the ignorance of sentient 
beings and readily brings all their aspirations to fulfillment. 
Saying the Name is in itself mindfulness; mindfulness is nem-
butsu; nembutsu is Namo-amida-butsu.                                                        
                                                                                               -Shinran Shonin

Nursing Home Services
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2020 Memorial Service Schedule
2020 is the memorial year for those who passed away in:

 2019: 1st year
2018: 3rd year
2014: 7th year

2008: 13th year
2004: 17th year
1996: 25th year

1988: 33th year
1971: 50th year
1921: 100th year

04: Rev. Shingo Furusawa
11: Rev. Yuika Hasebe
18: Satoshi Tomioka
25: Rev. Masanari Yamagishi

All Betsun 
Services and

Activities at the 
temple are 

CANCELLED 
UNTIL 

MAY 15, 2020!
The 10 am 

English Service 
is live streamed via the 

Internet at
10 am Sunday moring. 

Go the the website
hawaiibetsuin.org 

for a link

Wash Your Hands;
Avoid Crowds;

Be Safe!

ALL NURSING HOME VISITS ARE
CANCELLED

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

Memorial Information is not available
at this time.

We apologize for the 
inconvenience!

Namo Amida Butsu!


