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A Message From the 
Executive Director, Stacy Bradshaw:

Re-Opening the Hawaii Betsuin
Like a lotus blossom unfolding, the first phase of 
re-opening the Hawaii Betsuin will begin on July 1st with the 
following: 

• The Business Office will be open Monday - Friday, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

• Ministers will be available to do funerals & memorial services for 9 par-
ticipants or fewer in the Annex Temple only.  Services will be by appointment 
only and will be available on the following days and times:

Monday - Saturday from 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM 
Sunday from 2:00 PM – 6:00 PM

• Columbarium visitations will be by appointment only. Call the office dur-
ing business hours to schedule an appointment to visit  Monday - Friday, 
between the hours of 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM.

Please note that basic health and safety precautions will be required such 
as using face masks that cover the nose and mouth, physical distancing of 
at least 6 feet for non-immediate household members, hand sanitizing, and 
logging of participants’ information for contact tracing purposes.  We will also 
require temperature checks and signing of liability waivers for all service and 
columbarium visits.  If you have any questions, please contact the Business 
Office at (808) 536-7044.  

Due to back orders of some health and safety equipment, we estimate fur-
ther re-opening will occur no sooner than October 1st.  At that time, we hope 
to open the ministers’ office, some meeting rooms, and perhaps in-person 
Sunday services for limited audiences.  Online services will likely continue 
through the end of 2020.

The Hongwanji Mission School campus is currently open with an in-person 
summer school program for pre-school through kindergarten until July 17th.  
Future plans include HMS and PBA re-opening for in-person learning with 
new post-COVID-19 guidelines in place at the beginning of August.  Gym 
facilities will partially re-open with physical distancing requirements from July 
1st.  Please contact Teddi Yagi at Hongwanji Mission School 
(808) 532-0522 for more information.  

We understand that remaining at home is very difficult, especially when other 
businesses and temples are starting to re-open.  We truly appreciate every-
one’s understanding of the situation and appreciate your cooperation and 
patience as we figure out the safest route to re-opening the temple and its 
facilities for the wellbeing of our members, friends, ministers, and staff.  Ma-
halo and please remain safe and healthy until we can all meet again.  
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The GOJI is a monthly publication of the 
Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin, Tel. 
(808) 536-7044. There is no newsletter 
published for the month of August.    

DEADLINE:
Articles must be submitted no later than 
the 10th of the month prior to publica-
tion by e-mail (execdir@hawaiibetsuin.
org), mail (1727 Pali Hwy, Honolulu, HI, 
96813) or fax (536-0919). Address sub-
missions to the GOJI. Please include 
your name and contact information. 
Original images should be labeled on 
the reverse side with caption and return 
information.

 

GOJI   

GOJI STAFF:
  Editorial: Jo desMarets; Dianne Ida, 
Randy   Kawamoto, Rev. Shingo Furusawa, 
Japanese section editor Production:  Stacy 
Bradshaw, Colleen Kunishige; Circulation: 
Stacy Bradshaw; Contributing reporters 
from Hongwanji Mission School, Buddhist 
Women’s Association, Dharma School & 
Parents, Project Dana, Wednesday Gang and 
Gals, Green Team, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 
Pacific Buddhist Academy, Betsuin Board 
and Social concerns, and the Kyodan

The opinions expressed by individual con-
tributors are their own and do not neces-
sarily reflect those of the Honpa Hongwanji 
Hawaii Betsuin.

President’s Message from Dexter Mar

Yes, it hurts.  The most basic of Bud-
dhist teachings warns us that life’s road 
is difficult.  Very difficult.  Terribly difficult.  
Impossibly difficult.  Then we are taught 
how to bounce back.  Of course, this is 
easier said than done.

We as individuals must each deal with 
the Covid-19 medical risks, economic im-
pacts, and social divisiveness as best as 
we can.  Relying on ourselves and each 
other to live each day.  The Hawaii Hon-
gwanji Betsuin also faces challenges in 
meeting its spiritual and community mis-
sion during these extraordinary times.  
Much like a natural disaster such as a 
hurricane, tsunami, or the 1899 plague.  

We “Ganbatte!”  We do our best.

The Covid-19 pandemic has caused a 
temporary closure of our Betsuin temple, 
which we faced before (and worse) dur-
ing WWII. This will not be as severe as 
that.  We’ve cancelled most of our fund-
raising events, so a “Covid-19 Recovery 
Fund” has been started to help pay our 
expenses (payroll, utilities, insurance, 
fees, repairs, etc.) which always con-
tinue.  The Betsuin Board estimates 
that our 2020 budget deficit is about 
$200,000 and has sought and received 
federal Covid-19 recovery funds for 
about 50%.  

The Board has made leadership dona-
tions of over $20,000 to the Recovery 

Fund, so far, and 
asks the mem-
bers and friends 
of Hawaii Bet-
suin consider a 
generous gift to 
help us pay our bills and pay for the ad-
ditional costs of re-opening health and 
safety equipment, supplies, and work-
ers.  Please send your gift to us at 1727 
Pali Highway, Honolulu, HI 96813 and 
note on your check: “Covid-19 Recovery 
Fund”.  

Together we will continue serving the 
Honolulu community as a welcoming 
place of refuge and guidance in the 
storms of life.

SAVE THE DATE:  Saturday, July 25, 2020 (1 to 4 PM)
Bloom-Futaba Lectures (ONLINE)
Dr. Ken Tanaka’s New Book, JEWELS- Passing the Torch

Professor Ken Tanaka (author of Ocean) will introduce his new book, Jewels at 
Hawaii Betsuin’s annual Bloom-Futaba lectures.  “It’s my dream 
that this book can help Buddhist youth to gain greater confi-
dence in their religion, and give any younger persons (whether 
they are Buddhist or not) a chance to take interest in Buddhism. 
It’s good for adults too, which is why the title includes “for the 
Young at Heart”!”

Connect at  https://hawaiibetsuin.org/calendar/ 

SAVE THE DATE: August 9th 2020  (ONLINE) 

11th Annual Hawaii Betsuin Peace Walk:  
Sunday, August 9, 2020,  The Four-Petals Peace Partnership of the Quaker 
Friends, Newman (Catholic), Church of the Crossroads (Protestant) and Buddhist 
Study Centers will join with Hongwanji Buddhist Temple to hold the 11th annual 
peace walk commemorating the 75th anniversary of the atomic bombing of Naga-
saki and expressing gratitude for 27,375 days of nuclear restraint on Planet Earth.
More information coming soon at hawaiibetsuin.org 

Building Healthy Sanghas – Embracing Generosity and Openness    
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BWA News and Events                     Fujiko Motobu
MONTHLY EVENTS FOR JULY CAN-
CELLED DUE TO CORONAVIRUS:  
Some of the creative BWA members 
have come up with ideas to communi-
cate with one another during this time 
of horrendous disaster.  If you have any 
thoughts that you would like to share, 
send them to Charlene Kihara or to our 
president, Dianne Ida.

Many of us have not seen one another 
since mid-March, and that is two and 
a half months of no communication.   
Some of us have been phoning one 
another to keep in touch and it is nice 
to hear one another’s voices.  In spite 
of modern equipment, such as the 
computer, many of the seniors are not 
able to use the high tech equipment.  
They rely only on the radio on Saturday 
mornings for the Saturday service in 
Japanese.   

The seniors are confined at home, so 
give them a call once in a while and 
chat with them.  They will be happy to 
hear from you.  Meanwhile, be careful 
and stay clean and healthy.  Recite the 
Nembutsu, “Namo Amida Butsu,” and 
keep yourself comfortable.  

BUDDHIST PROVERBS:  Lily Masuda 
from Mo’ili’ili Hongwanji has shared the 
Jodo Shinshu calendar and it has very 
nice proverbs.  
# 1.  Ichinichi no taisetsu sawa Nen ei 
wo towanai.
The preciousness of each day applies 
to everyone, of any age.
#2.  Yutakana jinsei wa Kachi make 
dewa nai.  
A fulfilling life is not about winning or 
losing.

BWA ACTIVITIES:  1.  MASK MAK-
ING.  Under the guidance of Tamayo 
Matsumoto, many of the BWA women 
have been sewing masks, which are 
being requested by many organiza-

tions.  The COVID-19 pandemic has 
required us to be very sanitary,  there-
fore, masks must be changed daily and 
be washed daily.  If nothing else we are 
being taught to be clean.  We appreci-
ate the hard work that these women do.  
Thank you.   2.  FAMILY PROMISE. They 
are in need of monetary donations and 
are also accepting household items, es-
pecially cleaning supplies.  HUBWA has 
donated $1,000.00 to the Family Promise 
Rental Assistance fund.  

MEMBER NEWS:   Sets Yoshida, a long 
time BWA member who was residing 
in New York with her son passed away 
recently due to having contracted CO-
VID-19.   Rev. Earl   Ikeda, originally from 
Puna, helped with the funeral arrange-
ments.  Sets was a very devoted BWA 
member and will be missed greatly.  Our 
deepest condolences to her family.
The BWA FIELD TRIP that was sched-
uled for July has been postponed until 
next year.   BWA STATE MEMBERSHIP 
CONFERENCE will be held in Maui from 
April 23-24, 2021.  Three hotels are being 
used; Seaside, Maui Beach, and Marriott.  
All members are encouraged to attend 
every three years.  Conference will be on 
site at Wailuku Temple.

EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOP will be 
held on August 8, 2020.  Cindy Alm and 
Wendie Yumori are working on a flyer.

MAINTAIN GOOD MENTAL AND 
PHYSICAL HEALTH:  There are four 
things to do daily in order to prevent 
dementia.  1.  Socialize.  Since we 
cannot meet in groups, and seniors are 
advised to stay at home, use the phone 
and talk with your friends.  Women have 
a lot to talk about.  2.  Exercise daily by 
walking.  Ideally, walking 10,000 steps is 
wonderful; however, many of us cannot 
do that, so use your common sense and 
walk as much as you can daily and be 
careful on the streets and sidewalks.  

You don’t want to fall.  3.  Read books, 
not only newspapers and magazines, 
but books.  Since we forget so readily, 
you may need to re-read the book a 
few times too.   If you come across a 
very interesting book and would like 
to share, let me know and we can add 
your comments in the Goji newslet-
ter.  4.  Do something with your hands 
every day.  The more you move your 
hands, the better it is for your well-be-
ing.  Do something different every day.

There are also other reminders for you 
seniors.  You need to have good sleep 
every night, at least seven hours of 
sleep in the bed, even though we get 
up several times.  Eat the right food.  
Stay away from animals with two and 
four legs, like chicken, pork, and beef, 
and indulge in things without any feet, 
like fish and seafood, clams, etc.  Eat a 
lot of fruits and vegetables.   As we get 
old, look at yourselves, and start to be 
kind to oneself.  Be kind to yourself and 
then pass it on and be kind to others.  
When we are old it is not worth our 
time to bad mouth and be angry with 
others.  To live a happy life, have hu-
mor, learn to laugh and enjoy life to the 
fullest.  We should enjoy each day as 
though it is our last day here on earth.   

NOTICE:
Due to the rapidly 

changing situation as 
the Betsuin strives to 
reopen and resume 

operations, there 
will be an 

August 2020 Goji 
to keep you informed 

and up to date!



Radio Programs
 JULY  2020

KZOO 1210 AM 
Japanese Language
Saturday at 7:30 AM All nursing home visits 

are cancelled
until further notice.

Mahalo for your understanding...

Memorial information is not available
at this time. We apologize for the 

inconvenience! Namo Amida Butsu!

The great practice is to say the Name of the Tathagata of 
unhindered light. This practice, comprehensively encompass-
ing all practices, is perfect and most rapid in bringing them 
to fullness. For this reason, it is called “great practice.” Saying 
the Name then breaks through all the ignorance of sentient 
beings and readily brings all their aspirations to fulfillment. 
Saying the Name is in itself mindfulness; mindfulness is nem-
butsu; nembutsu is Namo-amida-butsu.                                                        
                                                                                               -Shinran Shonin

04....Rev. Masanari Yamagishi 
11....Rev. Shingo Furusawa 
18... Rimban Toyokazu Hagio 
25....Rev. Mieko Majima

Betsuin “in-person” 
activities are cancelled until

further notice. Please call the office 
if you need assistance:

(808) 536-7045

The 10 am English services are 
primiered on YouTube 

10 am Sunday mornings. 
Go to the website

hawaiibetsuin.org  for a link
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Hawaii Betsuin Now Has Its Own 
YouTube Channel - Please Subscribe!

Save the Date: 
September 11-12

 Virtual Lay Convention 
Each year, one of the district-level Hong-
wanji lay associations hosts a convention 
for representatives of temples throughout 
the state. The 2020 Lay Convention is 
hosted by the Honolulu District Lay As-
sociation. The convention is going ahead 
despite the pandemic -- virtually (that is, 
online). The dates are the evening of Fri-
day, September 11 (business meetings) 
and most of Saturday, September 12 
(short services, workshops, and speak-
ers). The theme is “Building Healthy 
Sanghas in a Changing World.” Regis-
tration will be through your temple and 
will likely allow for Saturday-only “guest” 
registrations. The planning committee is 
lining up an excellent program. Details 
to come! In the meantime, you might get 
familiar with Zoom if you are not already.  
- David Atcheson

Our temple has a new YouTube channel! Until recently, we had piggy-backed on the 
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii (“headquarters”) channel where we have a Ha-
waii Betsuin playlist. Now that the series of online services from the State Ministers 
Association has concluded, we need our own channel to present temple services 
online.

You can access the channel in at least two ways: 1) Visit YouTube.com and search 
for Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin. Scroll down a bit and you’ll see our dome-with-
sagarifuji logo. 2) Or, visit hawaiibetsuin.org and click the video icon in the menu bar 
(it looks like a play button). The channel collects videos into several playlists, includ-
ing Services, Bon Dance, Choir and Choral Festivals, Lectures and Workshops, and 
more. For now, most come from the HHMH and other YouTube channels, but we will 
be uploading new videos directly to the temple channel.

Please visit us on YouTube and click Subscribe. You will be notified of new videos 
and you will help us cross the threshold of 100 subscribers, after which we can cre-
ate a custom URL (web address) for our channel. Mahalo!         - David Atcheson


