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From this month, Hawaii enters the O-Bon season.  You may have heard the story 
about Mogallana, one of Sakyamuni Buddha’s disciples, and his mother.   One day, 
through his supernatural power, Mogallana found that his mother who passed away 
became a hungry ghost.  He tried to give her some food and drink, but it burst into 
flames in front of her mouth.   Mogallana asked Shakyamuni Buddha how to save her.   
The Buddha advised him to serve the food and drinks to the monks.  After Mogallana 
followed the Buddha’s words, his mother was saved.  Since then, every summer 
many Buddhists have religious services to follow Mogallana, and this was the origin 
of O-Bon.  Please think that Mogallana’s mother became the hungry ghost because 
of her greed.  Not only she but also we all have greed.  Buddhism teaches us that 
our greed is the cause of our suffering.  So please think that O-Bon is a very good 
occasion for us to reflect on ourselves who always have greed. We should listen to the 
teachings of Amida Buddha; we will be liberated even though we have greed. 

O-Bon Season Is A Time To Reflect

Aloha everyone!  It has been quite a long time since we have all met in person 
and I hope that you and your families are doing well.  We are excited that 
many of you have already received your Covid vaccination and that things are 
slowly returning back to how they were pre-Covid.  We deeply appreciate all 
the understanding and support we have received from our membership and 
friends this past year and this year which has allowed us to continue our temple 
operations.  We understand that many of you are anxious to return to in-person 
services and activities at the temple and we are working diligently to re-open as 
soon as we can, while still keeping the safety and welfare of all our stakeholders 
first and foremost.  Below is a list of the updates for the next few months: Please 
call the office if you have any questions. We are here for you!

June
• Start of in-person 8 AM (Asaji) and 1 PM (Nicchu) Japanese services.       
     (Limit of 25 attendees - Must call the office to make reservations) 
• Start of simple livestream Sunday 10 AM English services.  
• Increase in on-property memorial and funeral services to 25 attendees.
• Start of Bon memorial lantern sponsorship fundraiser.
July
• Start of in-person 10 AM English services.  (limit of attendees to be        
     determined -  must call the office to make reservations). We will continue to     
      provide livestream the services.
• In-person Bon major service (with livestream coverage) with Rev. Koho        
     Takata of West Los Angeles Buddhist Church. 
August 
• Bon Dance Drive Thru experience and food pick up.  (Details forthcoming        
      in future Goji newsletters)
*    There will be an August Goji, again, this year to keep you up to date on           
      Betsuin activities and changes in operations of the temple..

Hawaii Betsuin will not have combined Bon Mairi/Hatsubon this year; however, 
private Bon Mairi / Hatsubon is encouraged. Please contact 808-536-7044 and make 
a reservation. Maximum number of attendees is 25. Zoom service is, also, available. 
Suggested donation is $100 for temple and $25-50 to the officiant minister.

Updates From the Executive Director, Stacy Bradshaw



BETSUIN 
FRIENDSHIP 

TELEPHONE TIME

If you would like to talk 
story, please call the 

Hawaii Betsuin at
536- 7044.

A minister is available
12:30 PM-1:30 PM 
Monday to Friday 

to receive your phone calls 
and talk story with you. 

 

Dharma Message: “Meaning of O-Bon Service” 
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The GOJI is a monthly publication of the 
Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin, Tel. 
(808) 536-7044. There is no newsletter 
published for the month of August.    

DEADLINE:
Articles must be submitted no later than 
the 10th of the month prior to publica-
tion by e-mail (execdir@hawaiibetsuin.
org), mail (1727 Pali Hwy, Honolulu, HI, 
96813) or fax (536-0919). Address sub-
missions to the GOJI. Please include 
your name and contact information. 
Original images should be labeled on 
the reverse side with caption and return 
information.

 

GOJI   

GOJI STAFF:
  Editorial: Jo desMarets; Dianne Ida, 
Randy   Kawamoto, Rev. Yuika Hasebe, 
Japanese section editor Production:  Stacy 
Bradshaw, Colleen Kunishige; Circulation: 
Stacy Bradshaw; Contributing reporters 
from Hongwanji Mission School, Buddhist 
Women’s Association, Dharma School & 
Parents, Project Dana, Wednesday Gang and 
Gals, Green Team, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 
Pacific Buddhist Academy, Betsuin Board 
and Social concerns, and the Kyodan

The opinions expressed by individual con-
tributors are their own and do not neces-
sarily reflect those of the Honpa Hongwanji 
Hawaii Betsuin.

Every summer, many people request 
family O-Bon Services for their departed 
loved ones.   I am often asked, “Why do 
we have to have O-Bon service?”  I reply  
that through the services, our departed 
loved ones give us the opportunity to 
listen to the teachings of Amida Buddha.  
In his work titled “Kyogyoshinsho 
(The True Teachings, Practice, and 
Realization),” Shinran Shonin, the 
founder of Shin Buddhism says, “those 
who were born first, guide those who 
come later, and those who are born 
later,  join those who were born before.”  
That is, he told us that our predecessors 
including our departed loved ones guide 
us to the Buddha Dharma.   

Rev. Shingo Furusawa

“Omaj dhe Neb yw Benygys, 
Golowys, Omdhifunys yn Ughella….”

Sound familiar? These are the words of the Vandanā in 
Cornish: the indigenous Celtic language of Cornwall, 
a Celtic nation on the southwestern tip of Great Britain. Thanks to work done right 
here in Honolulu by a member of our sangha, Cornish now joins the growing list of 
languages in which people can hear the Dharma.

Before he moved to Hawaii and joined Pacific Buddhist Academy’s teaching staff 
in 2014, Betsuin member Benjamin Bruch had spent many years working as a 
researcher and professor in the field of Celtic Studies. Ben began studying Celtic 
languages like Irish, Welsh, and Cornish over twenty-five years ago, and earned 
his Ph.D. in Celtic Languages and Literatures from Harvard University in 2005 after 
writing a dissertation on Cornish poetry. While only a few thousand people today 
speak Cornish, that number is growing, supported by a community of activists who 
publish books and magazines, record songs, produce podcasts, and organize classes 
for people in Cornwall and around the world who want to reclaim and revitalize the 
language.

For decades, people in Cornwall have held Christian religious services in Cornish 
featuring hymns, prayers, and readings from the Bible. In 2018, after a friend posted 
a question on Facebook asking about material from other faith traditions, Ben decided 
to start translating the chants, texts, and sutras used in Jōdo Shinshū temple services 
into Cornish. He has since completed translations of the Vandanā and Ti-Sarana, the 
Golden Chain of Love, and Gasshō to Amida, and is working on a Cornish version 

Amida Buddha 
has limitless and 
u n c o n d i t i o n a l 
compassion, and the 
Buddha’s compassion 
is always working for 
us all.  Any memorial 
services including 
O-Bon services are 
very great occasions for us to encounter 
the teachings of Amida Buddha through 
remembering our loved ones.  

If you have any questions about O-Bon 
services, please call Hawaii Betsuin at 
808-536-7044. 

Hearing Amida’s Voice in Many Languages:
Buddhism Meets Celtic Studies at the Betsuin

Dr. Benjamin Bruch
Pacific Buddhist Academy
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Undercurrents   
By Dexter Mar 
 
 

“Be like a duck.  Calm on the surface, but always paddling like the dickens underneath.”  

Michael Caine (actor) 
 
 

As the Covid-19 pandemic continues its influence on our daily lives, Hawaii Betsuin may seem 
serene from the Pali Highway, but your Board leadership has been paddling furiously under the 
surface.   
 
We are dedicated to fulfilling the mission and vision of Hawaii Betsuin and the Honpa Hongwanji 
Mission of Hawaii of keeping our link bright and strong.  Our focus has been on maintaining 
spiritual connections, financial stability, facility maintenance, and staff support. 
 
Since January, the Board has expressed our commitment to Hawaii Betsuin through:   

 

The Buddha   (compassionate action) 
 Outreach programs 

 (YouTube services, “Zoom” events, Dharma School, Earth Day, Buddha Day, etc.) 
 Giseikai (state-wide annual legislative meeting delegation in February) 
 Facility upgrades (LED light replacement, security improvements) 
 HMS and PBA will both be holding modified outdoor in-person graduations and  

 ceremonies on campus (Hongwanji Mission School, Pacific Buddhist Academy) 
 

The Dharma   (wisdom-based decisions)  
Re-opening (Goal for in-person Asaji Japanese Sunday services in June 2021;  

then in-person and “live-stream” 10 AM Sunday services in July 2021.) 
Budget (less than 2020, no staffing budget changes) 

 Investment policy review and social impact revision 
 Endowment & Planned Giving program development 
 Executive Director annual review and evaluation 
 

The Sangha   (connection to others)  
 Affiliate organization review and definition 
 Annual membership meeting held on January 31 (with drive-by lunch pickup!) 
 Membership renewals at 67% as of April 
 Election bylaws review for 2022 elections 
 Scouts (beginning to use facilities again in April) 
 Community Conference Center renovation project  

(fund-raising continuing, over $1 million towards $3.7 million goal.) 
 
 
Hope to see you all again at the temple very soon! Namoamidabutsu!! 

President’s Message from Dexter Mar
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BWA News and Events                Fujiko Motobu
MOTHER’S DAY AND FATHER’S 
DAY CELEBRATED IN THE UNITED 
STATES 
The history of Mother’s Day is 
centuries old.  The earliest Mother’s 
Day celebration was the spring 
celebration of ancient Greece in honor 
of Rhea, mother of the Gods.   
In the late 1850’s Ann Jarvis, 
considered the mother of Mother’s 
Day, established Mother’s Work Day, 
a day dedicated to teach mothers 
how to better prepare food and clean 
to prevent disease because children 
were dying at a young age. 
The first Mother’s Day was celebrated 
on May 10, 1908 in West Virginia.  
President Woodrow Wilson made 
Mother’s Day an official holiday in 
1914.  This year’s Mother’s Day was 
celebrated on May 9, 2021, thus being 
celebrated for 107 years.  

America’s first Father’s Day was 
celebrated on June 19, 1910 in the 
state of Washington.  It was in 1972, 
58 years after President Woodrow 
Wilson made Mother’s Day official, 
that honoring fathers became a 
nationwide holiday in the United 
States of America.  Father’s Day 
occurs in June, and this year, it will be 
June 20, 2021 when we honor all the 
fathers.  Let’s all remember to honor 
our mothers and fathers each and 
every day.

WE ARE NOT COMPLETELY SAFE 
YET FROM CORONA VIRUS, EVEN 
WITH VACCINES
Remember what I told you some time 
ago?  DON’T TOUCH MEN AND 
LISTEN TO WOMEN.  Don’t touch 
your MOUTH, EYES, or NOSE on 
your face, and listen to WOMEN.   
WASH your hands, OBEY rules 
and keep your distance; MASK, 

EXERCISE and EAT the right food; 
and NO go into crowds, stay at 
home and stay healthy. 

WOMEN SHOULD ALL BE 
EDUCATED TO TURN THE 
WORLD GREEN
In the April-May 2021 issue of Time 
magazine, there is an article by 
Vanessa Nakate, who is a climate 
justice advocate.  She claims 
that girls who have been going to 
school grow up to be empowering 
women.  They won’t be forced into 
early marriage, instead they will 
have healthier, smaller families, 
reducing emissions well into the 
future.  
Girls who have been to school 
and are well educated have 
the tools they need to be more 
resilient to climate disasters.  They 
are economically empowered, 
empowered in their communities 
and know how to react to extreme 
weather.  
Girls who have been educated 
grow up to be women leaders.  
Educating a girl will give her a 
brighter future and provide us all 
with a lifeline.
Education is important for both men 
and women.  Do not hesitate to get 
more education in whatever means 
possible, no matter what age you 
are.  Of course the younger you are 
the better you will retain what you 
learn.

LOW BACK PAIN BEGONE
Low back pain is the number 
two reason why people go to the 
doctor. 90% of the time back pain 
is acute, meaning it lasts for a few 
days or weeks and it recurs over 
and over.  There are inflammatory 
foods that are associated with low 

back pain.  They are saturated and 
trans fats, dairy, cholesterol-containing 
foods (red and processed meats, 
eggs, poultry skin) and processed 
carbohydrates.  
There are ingredients that are anti-
inflammatory.  They include turmeric, 
garlic, ginger, green and black teas, 
and food loaded with flavanols, such 
as onions, kale, grapes, red wine, 
peaches, berries, tomatoes and 
broccoli, as well as omega-3 fatty 
acids, and fiber.
Starting today, reduce your intake 
of inflammatory foods.  Instead, 
substitute salmon and skinless poultry 
for all the red and processed meats.  
Cook with anti-inflammatory spices 
such as garlic, turmeric and ginger.  
And make sure to drink two to four 
cups of green or black tea.  
Stick with it for two to four weeks, 
then eliminate fried foods and dairy.  
Stick with it for a month.  Once you 
have adjusted to that, get one extra 
fruit or vegetable in each meal.  Have 
berries at breakfast, tomatoes at 
lunch, broccoli with dinner.  Your goal 
Is seven to nine servings of fruits and 
veggies a day.  After sticking with this 
diet for three months check with your 
doctor.  There should be fewer aches 
and pains.  

Next month:  Forget Fried Foods
continued on page 9
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Betsuin Dharma School News    Debbie Kubota                              

Virtual Betsuin Dharma School 
Services and Activities - Sundays 
at 9 am
On April 11, we commemorated 
Buddha Day.  Our guest speaker 
was Dexter Mar.  His talk focused on 
promoting ethnic diversity to dispel 
tendencies toward 
bullying and a racist 
atmosphere.  He read 
the book “My Footprints” 
by Bao Phi, about a 
young girl who has been 
bullied because she has 
two moms.  Thuy and her 
moms decided to make 
their own footprints in the 
snow and talk about all 
the different animals with 
their many strengths.  
Since we were not able 
to pour sweet tea on the 
Baby Buddha in person at the temple 
to celebrate Buddha’s birthday, our 
Dharma School ohana “decorated” 
scenes of Baby Buddha and the 
Hanamido with flowers.

For our Earth Day Service on April 18, 
Reverend Sol Kalu shared a wonderful 
message about doing our part to 
protect our environment and save 
our one and only home, Planet Earth. 
He shared a read-aloud book “It’s 
Earth Day” by Mercer Mayer.  For our 
Dharma School activity, our students 
shared projects that they made out of 
recycled materials.  Using paper towel 
rolls, cereal boxes, tin cans, milk jugs, 
paper bags, water bottles, magazines 
and newspapers, our students made 
cell phone holders, planters, pencil 
holders, notepad covers, a piggy bank, 
hanging lantern, watering bottle, and 
a padded mailing envelope.  Tamayo 
and Bishop Eric shared soap made 
from Jikoen andagi cooking oil and a 

special onenju from recycled wood from 
Tamayo’s home temple in Japan. 

On Sunday, April 25, we honored two 
special women in the life of Shinran 
Shonin, founder of our Jodo Shinshu 
Buddhist tradition.  This is an excerpt from 

Reverend Richard Tennes of Kahului 
Hongwanj.  Shinran’s wife, Eshinni 
,and his daughter, Kakushinni, were 
truly co-founders, along with Shinran.  
They are perhaps 
two of the most 
important people 
(male or female) 
in the history 
of Hongwanji. 
These two women 
supported and, to 
a large extent, 
made it possible 
for Shinran to 
devote himself 
fully to the task of 
sharing Amida’s 
Great Compassionate Aspiration with 
us.  Also most importantly, Eshinni/
Kakushinni Day is an opportunity to 
celebrate the true equality of women 
and men in Buddhism.

We had a wonderful service which was 

attended by the Betsuin BWA and 
other sangha members, along with 
Dharma School students and families 
from Mililani Hongwanji.  Lindsey 
Bradshaw was our emcee.  Carol 
Valentine from Lihue Hongwanji was 
our guest speaker.  Susan Oshiro 

from Mililani Hongwanji 
read the aspiration.  
After the service, we 
had a fun bingo game, 
Eshinni-Kakushinni-O, 
in which we all learned 
some facts about these 
women’s lives.

On May 2, our families 
joined the rest of the 
Dharma Schools across 
the state for the first 
virtual State Dharma 
School Service/Activity 

and Teachers’ Gathering (see special 
article on this event).

We celebrated all mothers on Mother’s 

Day, May 9 with Keiden Furuyama 
as our emcee and his sister, Naya 
sharing an aspiration.  Reverend Yuika 
Hasebe gave a wonderful Dharma 
message about missing her mom, but 
we are comforted by Amida Buddha, 

continued on page 9
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Starting in JUNE 2021, the 
Betsuin is offering a new way 
to hear the Dharma! It’s the 
Dial-A-Dharma Message! 
This new program is being 
offered on a trial basis to 
assist our sangha members 
who do not have Internet 
access or are not comfortable 
using the Internet. 

New
Betsuin Presents:

Dial-A-Dharma
Message

Dial - A - Dharma
Message

June 2021 Schedule

English
(808-536-2456)

   6/8-6/14   Rev. Hasebe
   6/15-6/21  Rev. Furusawa
   6/22-6/28  Rimban Hagio
   6/29-7/5   Rev. Kalu

Japanese 
(808-354-0261)

   6/8-6/14 Rimban Hagio
   6/15-6/21  Rev. Hasebe
   6/22-6/28  Rev. Furusawa
   6//29-7/5   Rimban Hagio

It is with deep sadness that we must 
inform you of the passing of Reverend 
Yoshiaki Fujitani, the 11th Bishop 
of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of 
Hawaii. Rev. Fujitani passed away on 
Monday, May 17, 2021, at the Kuakini 
Medical Center, Honolulu, HI, at the 
age of 97.  More detailed information 
regarding the funeral service will be 
shared at a later date. Namo Amida 
Butsu

Reverend Yoshiaki Fujitani 
 August 15,1923 - May 17, 2021

(from the Honpa Hongwanji
Mission of Hawaii website)

We would like to 
share with you 
the historic event 
that took place 
today in honor 
of Vesak Day. In 
a previous email 
we invited you to 
join in lighting a 
candle with Sang-
has from around 
the world in a col-
lective gesture for 
peace, love and 
unity for all.  Today, 
for the first time-ever candles were 
lit at the White House in a special 
ceremony to commemorate Vesak.  
President Biden released the follow-
ing official statement:  
 
 “Jill and I extend our warmest wish-
es to Buddhists in the United States 
and around the world as they cel-
ebrate Vesak, a day honoring the 
birth, enlightenment, and passing of 
the Buddha. The ceremonial lighting 

Historic First: Buddhist Holiday Commemorated at the 
White House: BCA’s Rev. Marvin Harada Participates 

Rev. Marvin Harada, Bishop, Buddhist Church-
es of America, lights a candle representing the 
Mahayana Buddhist tradition.    (Official White 
House Photo by Cameron Smith)

of a lamp, the 
symbol of this 
holiday that 
has been cele-
brated for over 
2,500 years, 
reminds us of 
B u d d h i s m ’ s 
teachings of 
co m p a s s i o n , 
humility, and 
s e l f l e s s n e s s 
that endure 
today. On this 

day, we also 
commemorate the many contribu-
tions of Buddhists in America who 
enrich our communities and our 
country as we all work together to-
ward brighter days ahead.”

The Second Gentleman, Douglas Em-
hoff, took part in the ceremony in the 
presence of three Venerables repre-
senting Theravada, Mahayana and 
Vajrayana Buddhist traditions. 

Submitted by Wendie Yumori



                                                                         GOJI  JUNE 2021                                                    PAGE 7

BWA News and Events continued from page 4
Planning Ahead:  Information was 
sent out about the 14th BWA Hawaii 
State Conference, April 23 – 24, 
2022, on Maui.   Keynote Topics:  
“Connecting with Others”; “Diversity 
and Acceptance”  For planning 
purposes, we are putting together 
a list of members interested in 
attending.  Please contact Florence 
Wasai to put your name on the list, or 
for more information.

Save the Date:  3rd General 
Membership Meeting, Hawaii Betsuin 
BWA, July 25, 2021.

Website Update:  Our volunteer 
team is continuing to develop 
website content and therefore 
has been holding off on a public 
launch.   We are look forward to an 
announcement soon.

Mahalo! Dana Day Collection:   
Thank you for your generous 
donations for Dana Day.  We 
received over $5,000 to support 
organizations that benefit youth, 
women or elderly.

Eshinni/Kakushinni Day Service:  
Thank you to the Dharma School for 
a wonderful Eshinni/Kakushinni Day 
Service on April 25, and thank you 
to those who donated to support our 
temple’s Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts and 
Dharma School PTO.

Starting the week of April 19, 2021, Liane 
Wong led a team of enthusiastic BWA 
volunteers and family members in sorting 
through mountains of 2020 Rummage 
Sale donations in the Japanese Library 
and Lotus Room to decide what to 
keep for future sales and what to sell 
to Savers.  The 2020 Rummage Sale 
was cancelled due to COVID-19, and 
the items had been in storage for more 
than a year.  In the process of sorting, 
boxing, and bagging, team members 
began to speak eagerly of the many 
charitable non-profits that could benefit 
from specific kinds of rummage sale 
donations.     

The team welcomed two of Hawaii 
Betsuin’s Troop 383 Girl Scouts, who 
are working toward their Silver Award, to 
sort, fold, and bag clothing to donate to 
Youth Outreach Waikiki. 

Jo desMarets found that RYSE, 
Residential Youth Services and 
Empowerment, in Kailua, which 
provides support to street youth to move 
beyond homelessness, could really 
use donations of jeans and wheeled 
suitcases. When Liane and Albert Wong 
delivered all the suitcases to RYSE, 
Liane said that the kids came out to help 
and “all said thank you aunty.”   

Char Kihara took many bags of clothing 

for the non-profit, Dress for Success, 
which provides new and gently used 
career clothing for women who desire 
to enter the working world. Char is 
also finding homes at the Waikiki 
Aquarium and Honolulu Zoo for 
unique animal figures.     

Liane was able to take boxes of 
donated yarn to Queen’s Hospital 
for their volunteers to knit baby caps, 
etc.  Certain items were designated 
for the Hawaii Humane Society and 
I Support the Girls. The latter non-
profit is an organization that supports 
women experiencing various forms of 
distress. Liane remarked warmly, “We 
found good homes for the donations 
that the temple received. We truly 
made our own golden chain of love.”  

On May 6, the BWA team 
celebrated the completion of their 
task. Items to be kept for future 
sale and boxes and bags destined 
for Savers were placed neatly in 
their own storage areas. What a 
transformation! The BWA team 
demonstrated the truth of the 
Japanese saying, Ishi Kara Ishi…   
Mountain can be moved, stone by 
stone.

Ishi Kara Ishi... Mountain Can Be Moved, Stone By Stone          
                                                                 Wendie Yumori                                                                                         

UPCOMING EVENTS
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On Sunday, April 18, Hawaii Betsuin commemorated Earth Day with online Earth 
Day services (a Dharma School service on Zoom and a 10 a.m. service on YouTube) 
followed by sharing on Zoom. On-demand video resources are available.

Our 10 a.m. Earth Day speaker was Rev. Don Castro, a retired Buddhist Churches 
of America minister and past Rimban of Seattle Betsuin. His recorded message 
as a Shin Buddhist minister and ecologist was part of both the Hawaii Betsuin and 
Seattle Betsuin Earth Day services and may be viewed on our YouTube channel.

There were two Zoom sessions. The Dharma School activity included sharing 
creations of recycled materials -- for example, leis with origami cranes made from 
magazine pages. A later Zoom session was geared primarily for adults. After an 
opening aspiration by Rev. Sol Kalu, we reflected a bit on Rev. Castro’s message. 
Then we shared pre-recorded and live thematic offerings. The program with prize 
drawings of handmade and pre-owned items.

By visiting an unlisted YouTube playlist, you can see some of what was shared 
-- find it at http://bit.ly/HHHB-ED2021 (case-sensitive). Included are the original 
videos “Jackie’s Garden” (aquaponics and worm composting), “Earth Magic” (BWA 
members reciting excerpts of a Steve Van Matre essay), and a short video about 
a makeshift hanamido on Buddha Day. Shared too are an animated reading of a 
Wendell Berry poem and an Earth Day song with sign language. Also included is 
“Mottainai: Don’t waste what Nature gives you” -- not shared during the session, 
but thematic and quite a kick!

Not represented in the playlist are two live offerings we enjoyed: 1) a reading 
by Carol Ogino of excerpts of “Desiderata” by Max Ehrmann and, 2) mottainai 
creations including bags, potholders, and hot pads sewn by Arlene Matsubara.

The 2021 Earth Day service and activities marked the 5th year that Hawaii Betsuin 
has commemorated Earth Day with a service and related activities. Mahalo to all 
who made it possible! We are already looking forward to Earth Day 2022 and to 
making the days between now and then Earth Days as well.

    - David Atcheson

Hawaii Betsuin’s 5th Annual
Earth Day Commemoration

Amida’s Voice 
continued from page 2
of Jūseige. Along the way, Ben has 
been grateful for the advice provided 
by ministers including Rev. Yuika 
Hasebe, Rev. Kerry Kiyohara, and 
Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani on how best to 
express key concepts from Buddhist 
teachings. Videos featuring Ben’s 
Cornish translations can be viewed 
on his YouTube channel: https://www.
youtube.com/channel/UCaPSA7_
CR5ZsPAMVkScdKeA.

 In April, Ben presented a seminar 
on “Translating Buddhist Texts into 
Cornish” at the Cornish Language 
Weekend, an international gathering 
of Cornish speakers that was held 
this year via Zoom. One of the 
attendees, broadcaster and filmmaker 
Matthi Ab Dewi, asked Ben to 
contribute an interview to his weekly 
Cornish language podcast Radyo an 
Gernewegva, which can be accessed 
at https://anradyo.com/2021/05/06/
radyo535/ (Ben’s segment starts at 
9:00). A video version of the interview 
is included in the June edition of the 
Cornish video news program An 
Mis (https://anradyo.com/pellwolok-
tv/). Both interviews highlight Ben’s 
approach to translating Buddhist 
texts using inclusive and gender-
neutral language that aims to make 
the Dharma more accessible to all 
people. A well-known singer and 
songwriter in Cornwall, Matthi Ab 
Dewi was also inspired by Ben’s 
rendition of the Vandanā to set the 
chant to music, creating an ambient 
dance track that will be featured (with 
an accompanying music video) in this 
month’s Cornish music program An 
Tonji (https://anradyo.com/pellwolok-
tv/). For Cornish speakers worldwide, 
these broadcasts will be their first 
opportunity to hear the voice of Amida 
in their own language!



 

 
Sunday, May 2 - Virtual State Dharma School Gathering            
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always being in his arms.  Following the service, everyone watched a the video 
of a read-aloud book, “The Best Mother” by C.M. Surrisi and Diane Goode.  Then 
the students shared acrostic poems (the beginning letter of each line spells out a 
word) that they wrote about their mother and father, since we won’t be in session 
for Father’s Day. 

For the remainder of May, we will be having a Gotan-E service on May 16, with 
Reverend Toshiyuki Umitani of Moiliili Hongwanji as our guest speaker; on May 
23 we will have a joint service with Mililani Hongwanji and Hilo Betsuin to recap 
our pen pal project, and for our final Dharma School Service of the year, on May 
30, Alan Kubota will be our speaker for this Memorial Day observance, sharing a 
video of a taiko drum piece, Kokoro, that he composed in honor of his Dad and 
the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, which was brought to life by his cousin’s 
Japanese dance troupe in SoCA.

No matter what your age, our virtual services are open to all generations from 
across our islands and the mainland.  Please contact our Betsuin office if you are 
interested.  Hope to “see” you online with us soon!

Sunday, May 2nd was a monumental 
day.  We had our very first virtual 
Statewide Dharma School Gathering, 
with the theme of “Nurturing Empathy 
and Respect,” which is our 2021 
Hongwanji slogan.  More than 160 
participants joined us from across the 
islands.  Our morning started with a 
service featuring emcees and minister 
advisors from all of our districts (Big 
Island/Hawaii Island, Honolulu, Kauai, 
Maui, Oahu).  We chanted “Gassho 
to Amida” together, recited the Three 
Treasures using American Sign 
Language, listened to a wonderful 
Dharma message from Bishop Eric 
Matsumoto, and sang the song “Living 
Gratefully.”  After our service, everyone 
watched a short video about respect, 
then divided into breakout rooms.  
Dharma School students and parents 
had fun decorating slides depicting 
quotes or poems about empathy or 
respect.  Adults were in a breakout room 
with Bishop Eric to listen to a Dharma 
message and have a Q&A session.  After 

the Dharma School students 
and parents came together 
to share their slide creations, 
the adults wrapped up their 
session and everyone joined in 
for a Nembutsu gassho closing 
by Reverend Tomo Hojo and 
bidding everyone “aloha” in 
American Sign Language. 

After our service and activity, 
we had a Dharma School 
Teachers/Educators gathering 
in which we got to connect with each 
other across the islands and share media 
resources, books and projects that have 
been used successfully in our Dharma 
Schools.

Despite all of the challenges of the 
pandemic, we have had many unique 
opportunities to make connections with 
each other virtually.  We look forward 
to future gatherings which can bring 
our entire Hongwanji ohana of multi-
generations together for services and 
activities. 

More Dharma School News

BWA Continued from page 4
HUMOR TO EXERCISE YOUR 
BRAIN MUSCLES
Thanks to Rodney, Leigh and 
Sharyn who contributed this story.  
It’s so funny and cute, I want to 
share it with you.  Go laugh!

Bobo Pacheco’s pregnant sister, 
Lulajane was in a terrible car 
accident and went into a deep 
coma.  After being in the coma 
for nearly six months, she wakes 
up and sees that she is no longer 
pregnant.  Frantically, she asks the 
doctor about her baby.  The doctor 
replies, “ma’am, you had twins!  
A boy and a girl. The babies are 
fine and your brother came in and 
named them.”

Lulajane thinks to herself, “Oh no, 
nawt my brother Bobo….he one 
babooze!”  Expecting the worst 
she asks the doctor, “Eh, wat the 
girl’s name?”

“Denise,” says the doctor.   Lulajane 
is startled and says, “Hey wow, 
dat’s one cool name!  I guess I was 
wrong about my babooze brother.  
I like da name Denise.”   Then she 
asks, “What the boy’s name?”
“’D’nephew….”    
 

 Debbie Kubota

Dharma School continued from page 5
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In Memoriam                      APRIL  2021
The Hawai’i Betsuin extends its deepest sympathy to the families of the 
following members who recently passed away.  May the family members 
and friends find solace and comfort  in the Nembutsu. Namo Amida Butsu

The great practice is to say the Name of the Tathagata of un-
hindered light. This practice, comprehensively encompass-
ing all practices, is perfect and most rapid in bringing them 
to fullness. For this reason, it is called “great practice.” Saying 
the Name then breaks through all the ignorance of sentient 
beings and readily brings all their aspirations to fulfillment. 
Saying the Name is in itself mindfulness; mindfulness is 
nembutsu; nembutsu is Namo-amida-butsu.                                                        
                                                                                               -Shinran Shonin

Nursing Home Services
  

2021 Memorial Service Schedule
2021 is the memorial year for those who passed away in:

 2020: 1st year
2019: 3rd year
2015: 7th year

2009: 13th year
2005: 17th year
1997: 25th year

1989: 33th year
1972: 50th year
1922: 100th year

Radio Programs
JUNE 2021

KZOO 1210 AM 
Japanese Language
Saturday at 7:30 AM

  

Nursing Home Services
are cancelled until 

further notice.

Go to the website 
hawaiibetsuin.org  

 for a link

The Betsuin is now 
scheduling in person 

funerals and memorial 
services with a limit of 
9 attendees or hybrid 

services via Zoom with 
9 in person attendees.  

Other options
are available. 

Please call the office 
at 536-7044 for more 
information. On site 

Sunday services 
continue to be 
CANCELLED

The 10 am English 
services are premiered

on YouTube at 
10 am Sunday mornings.  

NOTICE:

05......Rimban Toyokazu Hagio 
12......Rev. Tomo Hojo
19......Rev. Mieko Majima
26......Satoshi Tomioka

07/15/2020 YOSHIZAWA, Richard Yoshio (89)  
07/25/2020 AJELLO, Naomi Marie (74)  
10/21/2020 OTAKE, Michael Yukio (74)  
11/17/2020 NAGASAKO, Lynn Tsugie (73)  
03/31/2021 HARADA, James Saburo (89)  

05 FURUYA, Tsutomu (96)  
06 NISHI, Larry Masayuki (95)  
11 HATTA, Hisako (93)  
12 DOI, Gary Kazuo (73)  

SEE PAGE 1 FOR
UPDATED INFO!

12 HIRATA, Chiyo (85)  
16 TANIGUCHI, David Yoshito (96) 
19 OTAKE, Sombat (72)  
28 MERCHANT, Trudy Mikie (73) 
 




