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My Second Home
Two important Buddhist lessons are interdependence and 
impermanence.  We are all interdependent on one another.  
Over the years, I learned that to be successful in anything takes 
the hard work and effort of many people.  Although sometimes 
it seemed like only one person was doing a task, when I looked closer, I saw 
that there were many people supporting that one person.  We all rely on others 
for support.  Whether it is for money, advice, physical assistance, or emotional 
stability, we need others. 

Aloha Message from our 
Executive Director, Stacy Bradshaw

Every September, the autumn O-Higan service is held at many Buddhist 
temples.   “Higan” means other shore, and it is the metaphor for Amida 
Buddha’s Pure Land that is the realm of the Buddha’s enlightenment.   Before 
Shinran Shonin, most Buddhists thought that if they would like to go to the 
other shore or Pure Land, they would have to have extremely hard training.   
However, Shinran Shonin revealed that Amida Buddha is always working for 
us all to let us be born there.  So the O-Higan service is a very good opportunity 
for us to listen to the Buddha’s limitless Compassion. 

On Sunday, September 26, Hawaii Betsuin Autumn O-Higan service will be 
held, and the guest speaker will be Rev. Daido Baba, executive secretary of 
the Bishop.   Also, his O-Higan Talk Story will be held on Saturday, September 
25 at 9: 00 am. Links will be available at  hawaiibetsuin.org .

Autumn O-Higan Service scheduled for 
September 26th; Talk Story on Saturday 

September 25th; Both Via Zoom

Stacy and family with Rev. Koho Takata

continued on page 6



Dharma Message: “Samsara”                     Rev. Sol Kalu
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The GOJI is a monthly publication of 
the Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Bet-
suin, Tel. (808) 536-7044. There is no 
newsletter published for the month of 
SEPTEMBER.    

DEADLINE:
Articles must be submitted no later 
than the 10th of the month prior 
to publication by e-mail (execdir@
hawaiibetsuin.org), mail (1727 Pali 
Hwy, Honolulu, HI, 96813) or fax (808-
536-0919). Address submissions to the 
GOJI. Please include your name and 
contact information. Original images 
should be labeled on the reverse side with 
caption and return information.

GOJI   

GOJI STAFF:
Editorial: Jo desMarets; Dianne Ida, 
Randy   Kawamoto, Rev. Yuika Hasebe, 
Japanese section editor Production:  Stacy 
Bradshaw, Colleen Kunishige; Circulation: 
Stacy Bradshaw; Contributing reporters 
from Hongwanji Mission School, Buddhist 
Women’s Association, Dharma School & 
Parents, Project Dana, Wednesday Gang and 
Gals, Green Team, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 
Pacific Buddhist Academy, Betsuin Board 
and Social Concerns, and the Kyodan.

The opinions expressed by individual 
contributors are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Honpa 
Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin.

             Drive Thru
Bon Dance Experience!

continued on page 7

One of the thrills of watching sports 
games on TV is the intense competition 
and energy put out by both players and 
spectators alike, especially, in a closely-
contested match where both sides are 
of equal strength and skills to make the 
outcome unpredictable. The excitement 
builds up when either through a stroke 
of luck or just excellent play, one side 
manages to score the winning point or 
rally from behind for the win. The thrill 
of victory is exhilarating, but the pain of 
defeat is agonizing. 

It seems like life threw another curve ball 
at us recently, when what appeared to 
be the beginning of the win on the war 
against COVID-19 took a turn for the 

worse with the emergence of the more 
lethal and contagious delta and lambda 
variants of the virus. We thought we were 
winning when the vaccination program 
started and some health regulations 
in businesses and social gatherings 
eased. Morbidity and mortality rates are 
up again, not only in Hawaii and the US 
mainland but worldwide as well. It is a 
turn of events so frustrating that maybe, 
for some already burdened by life’s 
other numerous problems, this threat 
can lead to depression, helplessness, 
despair, suicide or even physical health 
problems. For others, especially those 
followers of organized religions, the 
adversities that the pandemic presents 
in daily life challenge one’s faith in the 
face of seemingly overwhelming odds.
What we experience in life as we go 
on living is because of causes and 
conditions that came about to produce 
the results we see or experience. 

Whether we like it or 
not, some things are 
not going to go our way 
all the time, and we will 
feel frustration, even 
anger or sadness. 
When things go the way we want them 
to, we feel happy and pleased although 
this happiness usually doesn’t last long 
and quickly dissipates with the arrival of 
the next unpleasant thing that happens 
inevitably in our lives. That is our life in 
samsaric existence: happiness is always 
temporary; grief, sorrow and suffering 
always come in one form or another. 
Life’s ups and downs is an endless cycle 
that continues like a rough, frightening, 
roller coaster ride that ends only when 
our very lives end as well. Or does it? We 
do not really know, but as Jodo Shinshu 
Buddhists, we rely on the Primal Vow of 
Amida Buddha to end that roller coaster 

Foodland’s Annual 
Give Aloha 
Is Back

Please donate to the Betsuin when shopping
at Foodland and Foodland will match your gift! 

Program starts Sept.1 and ends Sept. 30. 
Use code #78500 when donating! 

Mahalo!

Mahalo for
your Support!
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President’s Message from Dexter Mar

 
Hearing Amida’s Call  
By Dexter Mar 

“Of all of us, 
Good and evil together, 
Who hear and awaken to Amida’s Great Vow, 
The Buddha says:  we are persons of shinjin. 
Those who comprehend this completely 
Are like a white lotus blooming”.    Shinran Shonin 

 
 
The Hawaii Betsuin Board of Directors celebrates Stacy Bradshaw’s service to the temple and thanks her and her family for 
“hearing Amida’s Call” and responding in gratitude for the opportunity to serve.  
 
Stacy’s story of temple service began as a keiki with her family, much like her daughters’ involvement with Hawaii Betsuin 
today, and her parents before and now.  She began volunteering and gradually stepped up as her commitment grew.  We 
thank her not only for what she’s done for the temple, but also for what she means to the temple.  Stacy serves as an 
ongoing example of Shinran’s teachings of awakening to Amida’s call.   
 
Mahalo for being our white lotus blooming and building a strong foundation for Hawaii 
Betsuin to move forward. 
 
Now is the time for others to follow your example. 
 
Amidst massive societal turbulence with COVID-19, climate instability, racial and economic imbalances, the Hawaii Betsuin 
is entering a huge leadership transition.   
 
In the next 6 months, we will have a new Executive Director, new President, Officers, and Board of Directors.  Our temple 
has a strong financial position due to a solid fundraising team and Budget & Finance Committee.  The Capital Campaign is 
on track to re-purpose our facilities.  Our ministerial team continues to adapt to pandemic inspired virtual spiritual services. 
 
Our Executive Director search is immediate and we hope to find someone by year end.  Board of Directors and Officers 
election will be held in November, by mail ballot. 
 
Become a white lotus blossom by helping the temple find the next generation of leaders.  Who do you know that would be 
a good Executive Director, President, Officer, or Board member?  Perhaps you would like to get more involved.  
Please let me know! (kekela23@gmail.com) 
 
Be a part of this unique legacy of awakening to Amida’s call and become a white lotus bloom. 
 
Namo Amida Butsu! 
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BWA News and Events                       Fujiko Motobu
COVID-19 VIRUS Pandemic:  In 
early 2020, the dangerous and highly 
contagious 1 COVID-19 descended 
upon us and the entire world.  We, 
in the tiny remote island of Oahu in 
the Hawaiian Islands had to abide 
by the health rules.  The first rule 
meant isolation, which meant no 
more Sunday services for a while.  
The duration of the isolation was not 
known to anyone, and the members 
of the temple abided by the rules 
immediately.  We stayed away from 
crowds, from temple services which 
were cancelled, and went for the 
vaccines as soon as we were allowed, 
according to age.  The seniors were 
selected to get their vaccines as soon 
as they were available.  The seniors 
stayed away from crowds, kept six 
feet from people, abided by wearing 
masks, and exercised physically as 
well as mentally.  We have not heard 
of anyone in our Goji group contracting 
the disease, which is indeed wonderful.  
Please continue to stay healthy.

Over a year has passed, yet we are 
still under strict rules abiding to health 
guidance for prevention of COVID-19 
virus, which seems to have become 
worse.  Having to rely on the computer 
for meetings as well as church services 
are new experiences for us, especially 
for the seniors, who were comfortably 
set in their daily routine life.  Learning 
how to use the computer is not a 
simple matter.  Those of us who have 
some young ones to help us are very 
fortunate, otherwise living without the 
use of any computer is practically living 
in the dark ages.    

OLYMPICS IN TOKYO:  Tokyo 
Olympics 2020 was held in Japan 
from July 23 to August 8, 2021.  It was 
postponed from last year, 2020 due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.   Many things 
had to be adjusted in order to make the 

Olympics possible.  Athletes from 
many countries participated in many 
athletic feats.  It seems as though 
athletes from 90 plus countries 
represented their countries. 
Fortunately, television kept us 
alive with what happened at the 
Olympics.  We cheered for the USA 
to be the winner and receive the 
most gold medals.  A woman Hawaii 
surfer won a gold medal in surfing. 
Congratulations!  We are certainly 
proud of her.
In watching the Olympics on 
television, it was a dynamic event 
in Japan.  It was to have been held 
in Tokyo in year 2020, but due to 
the corona virus, it was postponed 
until July, 2021.  However, all of the 
signs are advertised as TOKYO 
OLYMPICS 2020.   TOKYO 2020 
was seen everywhere, especially 
in the arenas.  My vision in seeing 
TOKYO 2020 immediately comes 
through as KYOTO 2020.   Kyoto 
and Tokyo are not located nearby, 
but they are both historically very 
significant in Japan and spelled with 
the same letters.    

STRESS AND HEALTHY WAYS 
TO RELIEVE STRESS:  There 
are many different types of stress 
and many causes.  Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder, or PTSD, is the 
emotional trauma experienced after 
a life-threatening experience, so 
it is most common among service 
members. COVID-19 has caused 
much stress to many people all 
over the world.  Common reactions 
to fight back stress include anger, 
anxiety, panic, nightmares, sleep 
problems, feelings of estrangement, 
depression, difficulties with family 
relations, jumpiness, and memory 
and concentration problems.
Some of the healthy ways to relieve 
stress are as follows:  1)  Keep a 

journal of whatever is causing you to 
feel stressed.  2)  Talk to your friends, 
a family member, counselor, or minister 
about your problem(s).    3)  Laugh.  
4)  Play with your pet.  5)  Do volunteer 
work.   6)  Do arts and crafts.  7)  Work 
on a puzzle.  8)  Read books that 
you enjoy.  9)  Listen to audio books 
and music.  10)  Meditate: join Alan 
Goto’s class.  11)   Repeat, recite, and 
memorize the teachings of Shinran 
Shonin through the Golden Chain of 
Love, the Eightfold Path, the Four 
Noble Truths, etc.  Namo Amida Butsu.

HUMOR:  A little old silver haired lady 
called her neighbor and said, “Please 
come over and help me with my jigsaw 
puzzle.  I can’t figure out how to get 
started.”  The neighbor asked, “What is 
it supposed to be when it is finished?”  
The little old lady answered, “According 
to the picture on the box it is a rooster.”  
The neighbor decided to go over and 
help her.  She let him in and showed 
him to the table where all of the pieces 
were spread all over the table.  He 
studied the pieces for a moment, then 
looked at the box, then turned to her 
and said, “First of all no matter what 
we do we are not going to assemble 
those pieces into anything resembling 
a rooster.“  He took her hand and said 
nice and loudly, “Relax, let’s have a 
cup of tea.”  And then with a deep sigh 
he said, “Let’s put all the Corn Flakes 
back into the box.”  The end.  (Story 
shared from Sharon Nakai).
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Inouye, and Kaeo Vasconcellas. 
Congratulations!

Some of the great prizes included 
two $800 Las Vegas packages, 
a $400 Foodland gift card, and a 
$300 ProAm gift card.  At the 8th 
hole, golfers were able to enter a 
special drawing where the winner 
would get half of the pot.  That day, 
the pot was $815! The winners 
of the various prizes were Keiji 
Kukino, Uta McLin, Ross Nogami, 
Andrei Soto, and Bob Takase. 

This year would have been the 
25th anniversary of the golf 
tournament. However, since there 
was no tournament last year, we’ll 
celebrate next year.  Please save 
the date: Thursday, August 11, 
2022.

Thanks to all of the generous 
donors, sponsors, and golfers, the 
24th annual HHHB golf tournament 
raised about $26,000, which will 

Organizing a golf tournament is 
difficult, but in the midst of a pandemic 
with rules changing at inopportune 
times, no one would expect a 
smoothly operating event, right? 
Maybe, but we’re talking about The 
Melvyn Kawahara.  

Once he decided to have the 
tournament, he quickly went to work 
to make sure everyone would be safe, 
and he was following all of the state 
mandates.  He was able to attract 180 
golfers (60 teams). Because of COVID 
rules, he had to limit the number of 
golfers.  Mel also gathered his support 
team of 30+ volunteers. He worked 
closely with the L&L restaurant owners 
to provide a delicious croissant 
sandwich lunch and a hearty bento 
dinner.  
The weather was beautiful, and the 
golfers had fun trying to be the closest 
to the pin or to reach the green on 
the par 3 holes.  The group that took 
first place was Hongwanji Mission 
School’s team of Dave Randall, Mike 

benefit the 
youth, cultural, 
and Buddhist 
Education 
programs at 
Hawaii Betsuin.

Finally, the 
biggest thank 
you goes to the 
energetic and devoted chairperson, 
Melvyn Kawahara. Arigato, Mel!

Betsuin 24th Annual Golf Tourney Big Success!      Dianne Ida

 
 
 

Hawaii Betsuin seeks candidates for Executive Director (ED).  This leadership 
opening is an immediate, full-time, permanent position located in 

Honolulu, Hawaii at the main facilities on Pali Highway.  
The candidate will be responsible for the overall effective management 
and allocation of personnel and resources necessary to meet the mission 

and vision of the temple.   
Under the direction of the President, Chief Minister, and Board of Directors, 

the ED supports the managing and execution of all Hawaii Betsuin programs to ensure 
successful operations.  Also needs to align member expectations, Board policies, ministerial 
needs, business objectives, staffing, communications, and management of risks. 
 
Management experience required.  Generous compensation package included. 
 
For more information, go to the Hawaii Betsuin website (https://hawaiibetsuin.org) under 
“About Us/Employment.” 
 
 
 

Does This Sound Like You!        Submitted by the Betsuin Personnel Committee

Mel Kawahara

Don’t Forget! 
The BWA has 

beautiful handmade 
Happi Coats for 

Children and Adults 
for sale in the
Betsuin office!

Please call  (808) 536-7044 
for more informaiton!
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      22nd Annual 

Bloom-Futaba Memorial Lecture 
Saturday, October 16, 2021 

Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin, Annex Temple 
 

A Gift from Rev. Dr. Alfred Bloom 
 

Guest Lecturer: Chenxing Han 

BE THE REFUGE 
Challenges and Aspirations of Young Adult   

Asian American Buddhists 
 

8:30 Registration  
9:00 Lecture One:  
 Be the Refuge: Challenges and Aspirations of  
 Young Adult Asian American Buddhists  
10:30 Discussion & Dr. George Tanabe comments  
11:00 Break 
11:30 Lecture Two:  
 May We Gather: Roots and Connection in  
 Buddhist Asian  America  
12:30 Discussion & Dr. George Tanabe comments  
1:00 Closing  
 
Free Registration Advised:  https://forms.gle/kjSAZ3bCugc29ih97 

Lectures will be held in-person at Hongwanji Betsuin and livestreamed on Zoom 
(register for the Zoom link) 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
     The Futaba Lecture Series is endowed by Dr. Alfred Bloom to honor the memory of his friend and mentor, 
Professor Kenko Futaba. Dr. Futaba, a noted Shin Buddhist scholar, served as President of Kyoto's Ryukoku 
University from 1983 to 1995 and then became Chancellor of Kyoto Women's University. 
 
            Dr. Bloom fervently hopes that this lecture series will be a continuing inspiration for the nurturing of 
American Buddhism and for the social participation of Buddhists in the quest of social justice and peace. 

I was very fortunate that I was 
brought up as part of the Hawaii 
Betsuin Ohana and a part of the 
Hongwanji Sangha in Hawaii.  I have 
many wonderful memories, including 
the Sunbeams children’s choir trips 
to perform plays on the neighbor 
islands, Girl Scout camps at Paumalu 
with the Hongwanji Girl Scouts, YESS 
camps, Jr. YBA conventions, and the 
BWA exchange program.  All of these 
experiences made an impact on my 
life and molded me into who I am 
today.  As an adult, and now a parent 
with my own family, I am aware of just 
how many people’s efforts it took to 

Dial-A-Dharma
Message 

(Recorded message)

 
English

(808-536-2456)

Japanese 
(808-354-0261)

Aloha Message continued from page 1
make every one of those experiences 
happen.   My family will do our part in 
making sure that the Hawaii Betsuin 
continues to provide the same types of 
experiences and opportunities for young 
families like my own and the youth in 
general.  Because of the commitment 
and dedication of temple members and 
friends, Hawaii Betsuin has been here 
for over 100 years.  

It was an honor to work at the Hawaii 
Betsuin for 15 years, the last seven years 
as executive director, a position I have 
never taken for granted and have always 
served with heart.  However, nothing is 
permanent, and I realize that now is the 
time for me to move on and focus more 
on my family.    With my two nephews 
graduating from high school this year, 
I realized how quickly time passes and 
that my daughters are also growing up 
so fast.  As the girls enter 3rd grade 
and 7th grade, I feel that I should take a 
step back from being an “executive” with 
endless responsibilities and  get back to 
being a “daughter,” “wife,” and “mother” 
to my family.  I truly appreciate everyone 
who has supported, guided and believed 
in me. 

Even though I will not be working in the 
office at Hawaii Betsuin, I still consider the 
Hawaii Betsuin as my second home, and 
my family and I will continue to support 
the temple as dedicated members.  I 
am committed to the temple’s mission 
to live a life of gratitude, harmony, and 
peace by sharing Buddhist teachings 
and our vision statement to become a 
welcoming place where all share the joy 
of living with gratitude and compassion 
inspired by Buddhist values, just as I 
have experienced first-hand growing 
up at Hawaii Betsuin.  I look forward to 
seeing you at temple!  

With gratitude.  
Namo Amida Butsu.
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 Debbie Kubota

A 

  

PROGRAM 
 

9:30 am:   Service: Dharma Message by         
        Rev. Satoshi Tomioka of Puna HM 
 
10:00 am:  DS Breakout Rm. Sessions;          
         Adult Breakout Rm. Session:          
         Speaker - Rev. Kerry Kiyohara of 
         Makawao HM 
 
10:50 am:  DS Families/Adult Sessions End 
 
11:00 am:  DS Teachers/Educators Gathering: 
         Guest Speaker - Mr. Pieper Toyama 
 
12:00 pm:  End 

A Commission on Buddhist Education (CBE) Project of Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii 

RSVP Deadline is October 2.   
Click on the following link to register: 
https://forms.gle/Koy9KtWq868UzbLo7 
 

Gathering Zoom Link will be emailed 
to participants by October 15. 

Any questions?  Contact:   
Debbie Kubota at dekub88@gmail.com 
 

Open Invitation to All... 

“Building Healthy Sanghas” 
Sunday, October 17, 2021 

2nd Dharma School Gathering 

Dharma School News   

ride for us or rather to make that ride a 
more pleasant and tolerable experience. 
Because there is an up side in life, there 
will follow a down side, too, where we 
suffer. By receiving the wisdom of the 
teachings, we gain an understanding 
of how to deal with both the ups and 
downs of life and make them a source 
of positive growth and change rather 
than suffering. 

One of the most valuable lessons in 
life that Buddhism teaches us is that it 
is not so much what happens to us, but 
how we respond to what happens that 
determines whether or not we create 

suffering - our own and that of others. It 
is all a matter of choice – we can respond 
to frustrations and unmet needs with 
anger and hostility, leading to us hurting 
ourselves and others, responding to 
material success with pride and arrogance 
which can alienate or hurt other people’s 
feelings, responding to deep loss with 
disproportionate sorrow, leading to self 
pity or depression. 

Or we can respond to all life’s event with 
the wisdom of the Buddha Dharma and 
see all things as transient, impermanent, 
and empty. To do so means to live in the 
present, to live, enjoy, and cherish each 

and every moment of life, to make the 
most of what can possibly be done to 
address adversities, to recognize and 
give thanks for the role that others have 
played to bring about our happiness and 
well being, and to look at frustrations 
and desires as impermanent, not worthy 
of any form of attachment. Although in 
this samsaric existence, there is only 
relative happiness that is transient and 
subject to change at any given moment. 
In the state of mind of Enlightenment 
only absolute happiness exists. The 
mind of Amida Buddha is the mind of 
Enlightenment, which we receive when 
we completely entrust in the Primal 
Vow. Namo Amida Butsu!

Samsara continue from page 2

BETSUIN 
FRIENDSHIP 

TELEPHONE TIME

If you would like to talk 
story, please call the 

Hawaii Betsuin at
536- 7044.

A minister is available
12:30 PM-1:30 PM 
Monday to Friday 

to receive your phone calls 
and talk story with you. 

 

NOTICE!
Dharma School
Zoom classes
will start on 

September 12!
Contact the office

for more information!
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In Memoriam                       JULY   2021
The Hawai’i Betsuin extends its deepest sympathy to the families of the 
following members who recently passed away.  May the family members 
and friends find solace and comfort  in the Nembutsu. Namo Amida Butsu

PAGE 8

The great practice is to say the Name of the Tathagata of un-
hindered light. This practice, comprehensively encompass-
ing all practices, is perfect and most rapid in bringing them 
to fullness. For this reason, it is called “great practice.” Saying 
the Name then breaks through all the ignorance of sentient 
beings and readily brings all their aspirations to fulfillment. 
Saying the Name is in itself mindfulness; mindfulness is 
nembutsu; nembutsu is Namo-amida-butsu.                                                        
                                                                                               -Shinran Shonin

2021 Memorial Service Schedule
2021 is the memorial year for those who passed away in:

 2020: 1st year
2019: 3rd year
2015: 7th year

2009: 13th year
2005: 17th year
1997: 25th year

1989: 33th year
1972: 50th year
1922: 100th year

Radio Programs
SEPTEMBER 2021

KZOO 1210 AM 
Japanese Language
Saturday at 7:30 AM

  

Nursing Home Services
are cancelled until 

further notice.

The Betsuin is scheduling in 
person funerals and memorial 
services with a limited number 
of in-person attendees. Other 
service options are available. 
Please call the Betsuin office 
at (808) 536-7044 for current 
information and to plan for your 
families needs. 

NOTICE:

The 10 am English service, 
and the 8:00 am and 1:00 pm 
Japanese Sunday services have 
suspended in person services 
due to the increase in COVID 
cases. The 10:00 AM English 
service continues on Zoom during 
this time. 

For current information on all 
Betsuin services, please call the 
Betsuin office at (808)536-7044 or 
see the Betsuin Bulletin sent out 
via email on Fridays.  The Zoom 
link is available in the bulletin or  
you may call the office to get the 
link. Zoom services may also be 
viewed on   our YouTube channel. 
These premiere on Sundays at 
11:00 am.

04   Rimban Toyokazu Hagio 
11   Rev. Yuika Hasebe 
18   Rev. Daido Baba
25   Rev. Shigenori Makino 

08/11/2020 YOSHIDA, Doris Kikuno (91)
09/17/2020 MATSUURA, Naoto (101)
01/05/2021 FURUMOTO, Warren Akira (86)
03/17/2021 MATSUMOTO, Dwight Satoshi (92)
06/01/2021 TOKITA, Bert Masayuki (79)

06 NOJIMA, Wallace Takuji (94)
07 NAKAMURA, Raymond Masao (84)
10 FUJIMOTO, Grace Kimiko (102)
25 KAWASAKI, Grant Kenji (45)
26 KIHARA, Junko Nishihata (94)
27 HOTTA, Jeanne Fujiko (61)
30 SORAYAMA, Dorothy Tokie (91)

July 2021

Information Regarding 
Sunday Services


