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HBC to ObserveBodhi Day via YouTube 
On December 5th; Hawaii Betsuin on Zoom 

December 12th; Both Services at 9:30 am

Happy
Bodhi Day!

Bodhi Day commemorates 
Sakyamuni Buddha’s 

attainment of Awakening 
under the Bodhi tree. The 

day signifies the dawn 
of humanity’s universal 

emancipation
from suffering and

unawareness.

Bodhi Day is considered by Buddhist traditions all over the world as the 
day that Shakyamuni Buddha attained enlightenment while sitting under a 
Bodhi Tree. On that day, he awakened to the ultimate truth that there are no  
distinctive things or beings. So, after many years of subjecting his body to 
difficult practices in search of enlightment, without any spiritual breakthrough,  
he found the truth in the stillness and became enlightened! What is 
enlightenment? In both the ancient Pali and Sanskrit language of ancient 
India, the word “bodhi” is traditionally translated in English as “enlightenment” 
but also means “awakened”. The root word of bodhi is “budh” which means to 
awake, become aware, notice, know or understand and from that root word 
‘budh’ comes the word “Buddha” to refer to someone who has fully awakened 
to the true nature of the universe. Bodhi, then, is the knowledge possessed 
by a Buddha about the true nature of things or Dharma.

Please join the Hawaii Buddhist Council in its observance of Bodhi Day on 
December 5, 2021 via HBC YouTube Channel starting at 09:30 AM. The 
speakers will be Hawaii Buddhist Council bishops and ministers with one 
minute Dharma talks on the topic “What is Bodhi (Enlightenment)”  

Hawaii Betsuin Bodhi Day 
Service December 12th
Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin will observe its 
own Bodhi Day service on December 12, 2021 
from 9:30 am via Zoom. Our guest speaker for 
this service will be the Rev. Barbara Brennan. To 
receive the Zoom link for the Bodhi Day service, 
please contact the Betsuin office at  (808) 
536-7044 or go to the Hawaii Betsuin website 
(hawaiibetsuin.org).



Dharma Message:“What Did Shakyamuni Buddha Teach Us”         
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English
(808) 536-2456

Japanese 
(808) 354-0261

24 Hours a Day / 7 Days a Week!

Dial-A-Dharma
Message 

(Recorded message)

Bodhi Day is December 8th when Siddhartha 
Gotama became Shakyamuni Buddha.  What did he teach us?  In 
the “Shoshinge,” Shinran Shonin, the founder of Shin Buddhism, 
states: 

Shinran Shonin states that Shakaymuni Buddha revealed to us 
the vow of Amida Buddha that is always working to liberate us all 
from our sufferings.  Shakaymuni Buddha already passed away many years ago, 
so we cannot meet with him.  However, Amida Buddha’s Compassion is always 
reaching out to all of us. 
    
We are still struggling due to the COVID 19, but Shakyamuni Buddha tells us to 
rely on Amida Buddha who always embraces us all no matter what happens.* 
In Gassho.   *Note: Following curent medical advice and guidance 
is paramount to ending the pandemic. 

The GOJI is a monthly publication of the 
Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin, Tel. 
(808) 536-7044. There is no newsletter 
published for the month of AUGUST
.    

DEADLINE:
Articles must be submitted no later than 
the 10th of the month prior to publication 
by e-mail (goji@hawaiibetsuin.org), mail 
(1727 Pali Hwy, Honolulu, HI, 96813) or 
fax (808-536-0919). Address submissions 
to the GOJI. Please include your name 
and contact information. Original images 
should be labeled on the reverse side with 
caption and return information.

GOJI   

GOJI STAFF:
Editorial: Jo desMarets; Dianne Ida, 
Randy   Kawamoto, Rev. Yuika Hasebe, 
Japanese section editor Production:  Stacy 
Bradshaw, Colleen Kunishige; Circulation: 
David Atcheson; Contributing reporters 
from Hongwanji Mission School, Buddhist 
Women’s Association, Dharma School & 
Parents, Project Dana, Wednesday Gang and 
Gals, Green Team, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 
Pacific Buddhist Academy, Betsuin Board 
and Social Concerns, and the Kyodan.

The opinions expressed by individual 
contributors are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Honpa 
Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin.

Rev. Shingo Furusawa

Enclosed with this Goji newsletter is a letter and return 
envelope for the 2021-2022 Social Concerns Fund Drive of 
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii. We invite you to return a 
check made out to HHHB with “HHMH Social Concerns” in the memo line and 
we’ll pool the funds and write a single check to HHMH headquarters. If you 
prefer to donate online, please visit https://hongwanjihawaii.com/donate/ and 
use the Social Concerns Fund button. Your donations make it possible for the 
statewide Committee on Social Concerns to respond to urgent needs in our 
communities. Thank you! In gassho, David Atcheson, CSC member

Social Concerns Fund Drive 2021-2022

 “Shakyamuni Tathagata appeared in this world 
Solely to teach the ocean-like Primal Vow of Amida... “

Betsuin DIALOGUE Project 
Meeting January 13, 2022

 If you are interested in exploring social concerns with others through a 
Buddhist lens, then the Hawaii Betsuin DIALOGUE Project is for you!  The 
next DIALOGUE is Thursday, January 13, 2022.  To honor MLK Day, the 
topic is “No Justice, No Peace?”  Martin Luther King, Jr., said, “True peace 
is not merely the absence of tension; it is the presence of justice.”  Buddha 
said, “Hatred does not cease through hatred at any time.  Hatred ceases 
through love. This is an unalterable law.”  Others, from Jane Addams to 
Einstein to Eisenhower, have expressed similar thoughts.  Please go to 
hawaiibetsuin.org/dialogue to register to receive participation info and 
brief readings, to suggest future DIALOGUE topics, or to ask questions.  
DIALOGUE is a project of Hawaii Betsuin’s Social Concerns Committee.

All Welcomed!



 
Mahalo & a hui hou!   
By Dexter Mar 

        Our Vision of What We Want to Be:    
 

       “A welcoming place where all share the joy of living  
 with gratitude and compassion inspired by Buddhist values.” 

 
 

Namo Amida Butsu! 
 

How many ways to say “Thank you”?  Mahalo, Arigatōgozaimashita, Xièxiè nǐ, Doh jeh, Salamat, Cảm ơn, 

Merci, Danke schön, Spasibo, Tack, Gracias, Obrigada, Gamsa haeyo, Faʻafetai, Ta, Kia ora, Grazie! 

 

As my terms as your Board President nears completion, please indulge me a moment of reflection of the past 4 

years.  At the time of my first March 2018 GOJI “President’s Corner” message, Betsuin membership was 862 
families and the main focus was on launching the Centennial Building Project to mark our 100th anniversary.  

Our other emphasis was on Emergency Preparedness, due to the January 13 false missile alert.  Little did we 

know that was “teaser” event compared to the pandemic declared on March 11, 2020. 
 

In 2018 and 2019, our focus continued on the 100th anniversary celebration projects, facilities repair, emergency 

preparedness, and the capital campaign fund-raising efforts.  On December 16, 2018 the Board developed the 

current Vision Statement (above) to guide us into the Second Century of Hawaii Betsuin.   

 

Late in 2019, we received great news from the State of Hawaii on being awarded a Grant-in-Aid for the Capital 

Campaign AND a Sacred Places grant from a national foundation.  We ended the decade on a high note, with 

little premonition of the worldwide pandemic to come in 2020. 

 

January 2020 was filled with promise of new Board ready to tackle turning the dream of our vision into a 

reality.  In the April 2020 GOJI, we announced Covid-19 Postponements.  There went 2020 in a swirl of 

contingency planning and emergency issues.  2020 and 2021 have been lessons and opportunities in 

RESILIENCE. 

 

So, now 2021 is concluding with new hope of Covid-19 abating (for now), a newly elected Board of Directors, 

a search for a new Executive Director, and another chance to turn our Vision into Action. 

 

It’s been a privilege to serve Hawaii Betsuin as your Board President since 2018.  Please support the new 
President, Officers, and Board of Directors as they continue the journey into Hawaii Betsuin’s Second Century. 
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President’s Message
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BWA News and Events                                     Fujiko Motobu

END OF YEAR 2021
How fast the year went by.  It was a 
devastating year since the corona 
epidemic set upon us in the year 2020 
and our lives changed.  People who 
were working had to adjust their working 
schedule.  Students had to alter their 
schedules too.  Wearing face masks 
became a legal mandate for all those 
who go out.  Vaccines became available 
and people went and got at least two 
vaccines, a month apart.  Now, the third 
shot is being made available. 
   
Needless to say, there are people who 
resist getting their vaccines.  Today, 
children ages 5 through 11 are approved 
to receive vaccines, and again, there are 
parents who refuse to have their children 
vaccinated.  Fortunately, schools will not 
admit unvaccinated students.  For those 
of us who get our vaccines immediately, 
we cannot conceive why some parents 
and adults do not want to be vaccinated.  
A couple of reasons that I heard were, 
“I prefer to make up my own mind and 
not be told what to do.  I do not want the 
vaccination.”    Another refusal was in 
terms of religious belief and the person 
said, “My belief in my religion says that I 
should not allow myself to be vaccinated.”  
To me, it just seems very odd that these 
people want to take a chance and become 
ill with the corona virus when a prevention 
is available.  

In a survey taken of school children, it 
was discovered that children in Hawaii 
are among the most obese students.  

Obesity can become an illness.  Once 
upon a time the children in Hawaii 
were not considered to be obese 
because the school lunches were 
well planned with nutritious food and 
there were no fried foods and sugary 
food.    At home, mothers cooked well 
balanced nutritious food for the family, 
whereas today, many parents rely on 
fast foods like Kentucky fried chicken, 
McDonald’s burgers or chicken, 
bentos with lots of sugar flavored food 
that is fried, etc.  Perhaps the schools 
should include in their curriculum 
lessons about food, what is good to 
eat and what is not.   Seafood such as 
fish is one of the best foods to eat.  Let 
us leave our bad habits behind with 
year 2021 and start year 2022 with a 
healthy outlook and practice.  Let us 
hope year 2022 will bring forth good 
events and good health for all, for we 
had enough suffering over the last two 
years, 2020 and 2021.   

BWA WOMEN LIVE A LONG LIFE
In the year 2009, there were nine 
BWA ladies who celebrated their 80th 
birthday. Someone recognized them 
and greeted them with nice memories, 
as follows: Mary F., rascal child. Can’t 
you tell?   She is still rascal.  She 
hasn’t changed.                                                                          
Junko I., oyakooko oldest daughter of 
a minister and his wife.
Fusae K., adopted after growing up.  
Didn’t want to take a chance before.
Kimiyo M., tiny and kawaii baby 
(passed away).
Betty M., obedient and yasashii child.  

She moved into 
a senior home in 
Mililani;  Fujiko M., 
bossy kid, still bossy.  
Bad vision and deaf, 
but can she smell!;
Setsu T., inaka girl from the farm lands 
(passed away);  Edith T., brought up to 
be jyohinna.  She is still the same refined 
lady; Grace Z., whiz in arithmetic, that’s 
why she is treasurer (passed away).

Six of the BWA ladies at age ninety-two 
are still going wild.  They will probably 
be around until they hit age 100 in year 
2029.  Let’s hope so.  Good luck.  

Once upon a time, men did not live as 
long as women; however, today they 
are living long too.  Obesity among the 
adults is also unhealthy and the root 
of many illnesses.  The brain starts 
to deteriorate when adults are obese.  
America, including Hawaii, has its share 
of obese adults as well as children.  
When we are aware of this, we should 
start to do something such as eating the 
right food, exercising body and mind and 
losing those unwanted pounds.  It is easy 
to talk but very difficult to lose unwanted 
pounds, but keep trying.  You can do it.  
Get some help from your doctor.  Doctors 
should give you good guidance.

IS WRITING “THANK YOU“ A 
DIFFICULT THING TO DO?  HOW 
ABOUT SAYING IT THEN?
Having been a teacher, I made sure that 
the children learned to acknowledge 
receipt of goods by writing thank you 
cards within two weeks’ time.  I do hope 
my students learned that.  As time went 
by I noticed that ”OLD”  people do neglect 
writing thank you cards.  I suppose 
neither their parents nor their teachers 
taught them the proper etiquette.  I don’t 
think this was taught in Japanese School.  
If writing a note is difficult, a phone call 
or e-mail message, or acknowledging in 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

BWA Update:
Year End Event on Dec 11th: crafts, fun, fellowship: Pre-registration 
        required by December 1st
2022 BWA Hawaii State Conference:  registration due: 
       contact Florence Wasai
Collecting donations of Aloha Shirts contact Jo desMarets at 
       Purpleldy2@aol.com
BWA website: hawaiibetsuinbwa.org
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Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii (HHMH) HEADQUARTERS UPDATE 
HQ Update Newsletter - https://hongwanjihawaii.com/news/newsletter/ 

 
Bishop's Corner -- August 2021 

Congratulations, Hawaii Federation of Jr. YBAs!  This year marks the 15th Anniversary 
of "Peace Day" in Hawaii.  In 2007, through your insight and endeavor, Hawaii 
became the first state to officially recognize the significance of having a day 
dedicated for world peace.  As it is a commemorative year, let us further reflect more 
deeply.  As humankind, generally speaking, we have been quick to resort to violence, 
weapons, and war to solve our problems and differences.  However, there is an 
internal battle which must be overcome before we can truly address the external 
battles.  The internal battle which must happen is that I need to confront with my 
own ego, as expressed by the Buddhist saying, "To conquer oneself is a greater 
victory than to conquer thousands in battle."  We need to be guided by a Great 

Wisdom and touched by a Great Compassion that does not exclude anyone or anything.  A Great Wisdom 
which dispels ignorance and enables us to understand the equality and preciousness of one and all thereby 
dismantling or at minimum weakening the barriers of discrimination which divide us.  A Great Compassion 
which aspires for the peace, happiness and well-being of all life, all existence.  (Excerpt from the August 
Bishop's Corner, continued in the September HQ Update that follows.)  
 
Bishop's Corner -- September 2021 
(Excerpt from the September Bishop's Corner, continued from the August HQ Update.)  To guide and inspire 
us, let us reflect on some insightful sayings.  "Victory creates hatred.  Defeat creates suffering.  The wise desire 
neither victory nor defeat" (attributed to Sakyamuni Buddha).  "In people who have long heard the Buddha's 
Name and said the nembutsu, surely there are signs of rejecting the evil of this world and signs of their desire 
to cast off evil in themselves" (Shinran Shonin).  "When we become conscious that this is not just an issue that 
we should think about on a national level but also on a more basic and intimate one, we can begin to build a 
world of peace from the ground up" (Gomonshu Kojun Ohtani).  Thank you and Namo Amida Butsu. 
 
New Statewide Newsletter - Ka Leo Kāhea (The Calling Voice) 
We anticipate publishing a new statewide newsletter for the Hawaii Kyodan!  This newsletter will inform us 
and connect the members of our statewide Sangha.  Through this connection, temples and districts will learn 
from and help each other, thus strengthening our organization.  Portions of this newsletter will be a "calling 
voice" that connects readers to the Buddha's "Calling Voice."  Bishop Matsumoto, President Tamamoto, and 
the newsletter team invite submissions to the Ka Leo Kāhea, please email newsletter@honpahi.org. 
 
Note that we will have both Ka Leo Kāhea as a quarterly statewide newsletter and the HQ Update as a 
monthly newsletter!  The HQ Update Newsletter will be distributed around the 20th of each month. 
 
Buddhist Study Center (BSC) DHARMA HUB 

Are you looking for help keeping track of the inspiring array of Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii 
state/district/temple-level Dharma events?  Then the BSC Dharma Hub is for you!  Please see 
the BSC website at https://bschawaii.org.  The HQ Updates Newsletter also includes this kind of 
information, please check out these resources. 

Headquarters Connections
News from the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii

(see http://hongwanjihawaii.com/news/)
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Following is the schedule of 
 Betsuin Services for 

December 2021 and the New Year 2022 Holiday:

12/05: HBC Bodhi Day Service at 9:30 a.m. via YouTube channel

12/11: Bodhi Day Talk Story via Zoom, 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
   “American Jodo Shin Buddhism: Modern Understanding of   
   Amida” (Dr. George Tanabe)  Please see the calendar on 
   the Hawaii Betsuin website (hawaiibetsuin.org) for details 
   including how to attend.

12/12: Zoom Hawaii Betsuin Bodhi Day Service at 9:30 a.m. 
           (Mrs. Barbara Brennan) 

12/19: Zoom Dharma School Sunday Service at 9:00 a.m. 
           (Rev. Furusawa)  
           Zoom Sunday Service at 10:00 a.m. (Rev. Kalu) 

12/26: Zoom Sunday Service at 10:00 a.m. (Rev. Furusawa) 

12/31: YouTube New Year’s Eve Service at 11:45 p.m. (No Zoom)
           (English message by Rev. Hasebe & Japanese message by 
           Rev. Furusawa) 

New Year 2022 Services
January 1, 2022: YouTube New Year’s Service at 10:00 a.m.  
                            (No Zoom) 
                            (English message by Bishop Matsumoto & 
                             Japanese message by Rev. Hasebe) 

January 2, 2022: Zoom Sunday Service at 10:00 a.m. (Rev. Hasebe) 

Wishing You A Happy New Year!
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 Debbie KubotaDharma School News   

Dharma School services and activities 
have focused on “Our Pledge” by 
Gomonshu Kojun Ohtani.  We have had 
one stanza of “Our Pledge” as the theme 
for each Sunday service and activity, so 
that we can all get to know the words 
and messages conveyed in the pledge.

The theme for our October 24th service 
and activity was the 2nd stanza of “Our 
Pledge.”

“Breaking away from my greed, anger 
and ignorance, I will try to live in peace 
and harmony.  Just like the Buddha, who 
shares tranquility and kindness with all.”

Jikoen students Brayden and Kaytlin 
Nakamura were our emcee and 
aspiration reader.  Rimban Hagio gave 
a Dharma Message about the three 
poisons, greed, anger and ignorance 
and also the seven non-material gifts 
(gentle gaze, gentle smile, gentle 
words, gratitude, service, offerings of 
shade and space).  For our activity 
we shared the read-aloud book video 
“What is Peace?” by Etan Boritzer.  
During and after the video the 
students answered questions such as, 
tell us about a place where you have 
felt peace, tell us about a time you 
have been a peacemaker, and what 
is peace?

October / November Dharma School Services / Activities
We invited our students and families 
to wear their costumes for our 
Halloween service on October 31.  
Talin Giang and Chris Leu were our 
emcee and aspiration reader.  For our 
Dharma message, Jovie Yoshioka 
shared “The Story of the Mask,” 
about Renyo Shonin, folklore from 
the Yoshizaki Area.  For our activity, 
everyone had fun decorating paper 
plates and making masks.

For our Eitaikyo 
Service on 
November 7, 
Shaun Inake 
joined us all 
the way from 
Maryland to be 
our emcee, and 

Camden Nakamura from Jikoen was our 
aspiration reader.  Reverend Tomo Hojo, 
former Betsuin minister who is now at 
the West Kauai Hongwanji was our guest 
speaker.  His Dharma message focused 
on the 2nd stanza of “Our Pledge.”  
He encouraged us to receive things 
humbly and share what we have with 
others so that we can experience more 
happiness, peace and harmony.  For 
our Dharma School activity, we shared a 

slide presentation 
on the history 
of Hongwanji in 
Hawaii, featuring 
the Betsuin, 
Jikoen Hongwanji, 
H o n g w a n j i 
Mission School 
and Pacific 
B u d d h i s t 
Academy.  This 

was followed by a Kahoot 
quiz testing everyone’s 
knowledge on the 
presentation.  Talin Giang 
got the highest number 
of correct answers in the 
shortest amount of time, 
the Nakamura family 
came in second and 
Dojun Baba came in     
third. 
The theme for the rest of 
our November services 

continued to be “Our Pledge,” with the 3rd stanza 
as our theme on the 14th and the 4th stanza as our 
theme on the 21st.

Our services and activities are open to all 
generations from across our islands and on the 
mainland.  Feel free to join us, anytime!  Please 
contact our Betsuin office if you are interested.  
Hope to see you in person or online with us very 
soon!
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About two months ago, I started as 
Interim Executive Director for Hawaii 
Betsuin. What an experience it’s been! 
Challenging, rewarding, daunting, 
fulfilling, humbling, and revelatory are 
some adjectives that come to mind. 
I’d like to share a few thoughts and 
impressions with you while they are 
fresh.

• I would like to express my gratitude 
to Stacy Bradshaw, who graciously 
showed me the ropes in the few weeks 
our tenures overlapped. I place my 
hands in gassho as I consider with new 
appreciation her years of service to the 
temple, seven as ED.

• If you haven’t been to the Betsuin 
in a while, you might be surprised at 
how lively it is: Sounds of Hongwanji 
Mission School drama rehearsals 
emanate from the Annex Hall.  
Individuals or small family groups visit 
the Columbarium or attend memorial 
services. Classes from Pacific 

Signs of Temple Life: Some Observations from the Interim ED
Buddhist Academy sometimes visit 
the temple and outdoor spaces. 
The Annex Temple has been the 
site of two recent vaccination 
clinics coordinated by HMS. And, 
of course, the stalwart Wednesday 
Gang comes each week to keep the 
grounds looking good!

• I know this is not news, but 
we have a truly skilled, versatile, 
and committed staff. I see it when 
Colleen effortlessly switches from 
taking reservations to dealing with 
a minor emergency on campus. Or 
when Elmer oversees a pressure-
washing project and later ensures 
the safety of students during a 
busy after-school pickup. Or when 
Michelle patiently guides me 
through an unfamiliar accounting 
process. It is a privilege to join 
such a staff. Special mahalo as 
well to our regular office volunteers 
assisting with reception, mailings, 
and records!

• The board 
election — 
wow, nice early 
turnout! Often 
the single-
day stack 
of returned 
ballots exceeds the quorum required in 
our bylaws. We’ll be able to report the 
results in the January Goji. And by the 
way, only the ministers are reviewing 
individual ballots for counting. (I agreed 
with a certain someone, who shares 
my last name, that it would be a little 
odd to have a person on the ballot also 
count ballots.)

• Another sign of sangha strength: 
the response to our “distributed temple 
cleanup” approach this year has 
been excellent! Affiliated groups have 
formed teams to coordinate with Elmer 
on various cleanup projects. These will 
occur on various days and don’t all 
need to be this year.

These are some of my observations so 
far. Hawaii Betsuin — like all temples, 
organizations, and families — has been 
through a challenging time, with more 
challenges to come. But I feel a deep 
current of support for the temple from 
the membership, plus initiative and 
creativity from our many constituent 
groups, that will carry us forward. A 
sincere mahalo for that, as well as for 
your patience and understanding as 
we mindfully navigate reopening, stage 
by stage.
 
- David Atcheson, Interim Executive 
Director

PS. We post reopening updates to 
hawaiibetsuin.org/covid19.

Mahalo to our stalwart Wednesday Gang 
members! At left: Elmer prunes a tree near the 
residences. Below, from left to right: Ralston 
Nagata, Jed Sasaki (in bin), Bruce Nagao, Joyce 
Tomita, Mel Kawahara, Elmer Cagaoan (Betsuin 
staff), and Howard Oda. Not pictured: Herb 
Yasukochi, Dennis Masaki. 11/17/21 photo by 
David Atcheson

The
Betsuin

Wednesday
Gang...

Still going
Strong!
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On Sunday, October 17, we had our 
2nd virtual Statewide Dharma School 
Gathering, with the theme of “Building 
Healthy Sanghas” which is our five-
year Hongwanji theme.  More than 80 
participants joined us from across the 
islands.  Our morning started with a service 
featuring emcees and minister advisors 
from all of our districts (Big Island/Hawaii 

 Debbie Kubota2nd Virtual State Dharma School Gathering
Island, Honolulu, Kauai, Maui, Oahu). We 
chanted “Gassho to Amida” together, recited 
the Three Treasures using American Sign 
Language, listened to a wonderful Dharma 
message from Reverend Satoshi Tomioka 
of Puna Hongwanji about Amida Buddha’s 
compassion, and sang “Nembutsu.”  After 
our service, we divided into breakout 
rooms.  Dharma School students and 

parents put together word-
clouds depicting healthy 
Sanghas.  Adults were 
in a breakout room with 
Reverend Kerry Kiyohara 
from Makawao Hongwanji to 
listen to a Dharma message 
(“Buddhism and Parenting”) 
and have a Q&A session.  
After the Dharma School 
students/parents came 
together to share their word-
cloud creations, the adults 
wrapped up their session 
and everyone joined in 
for a Nembutsu gassho 
closing by Reverend Tomo 
Hojo and bidding everyone 
“aloha” in American Sign 
Language. 
After our service and 
activity, we had a Dharma 
School Teachers/Educators 
gathering in which we were 
fortunate to have Pieper 

What Is A Healthy Sangha?

Toyama as a guest speaker.  Pieper gave 
a very informative presentation on child 
development, parental partnerships, the 
purpose of Dharma School, Nembutsu 
moments and Buddhist Kata. 

Despite all of the challenges of the 
pandemic, we have had many unique 
opportunities to make connections with 
each other virtually.  We look forward to 
future gatherings which can bring our 
entire statewide Hongwanji ohana of 
multi-generations together for services 
and activities. 

are all acceptable behavior.  Let’s 
practice proper and polite behavior 
amongst one another.  Changing for 
better behavior is always acceptable, 
and youngsters are always looking at 
adults as examples.   

LAST HUMOR FOR THIS YEAR, 
2021:  THE BANANA TREE
There is a very, very tall coconut 
tree and there are four animals; King 
Kong, an ape, an orangutan and a 
monkey passing by.  They decide to 
compete to see who is the fastest to 
get a banana off the tree.  Who do you 
guess will win?  KING KONG, APE, 
ORANGUTAN OR MONKEY.   Your 
answer will reflect your personality, so 
think carefully.  Try and answer within 
30 seconds.  Got your answers? What 
did you choose? ORANGUTAN: 
YOU’RE DULL AND NORMAL.  APE:  
YOU’RE A MORON.  MONKEY:  
WORSE, YOU ARE AN IDIOT.  KING 
KONG:  YOU’RE HOPELESSLY 
STUPID.  WHY?  A coconut tree 
doesn’t have bananas.  Obviously 
you’re stressed and over worked in 
year 2021.  Take some time off and 
relax.  NAMO AMIDA BUTSU.
 

BWA continued from page 4
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The Hawai’i Betsuin extends its deepest sympathy to the families of the 
following members who recently passed away.  May the family members 
and friends find solace and comfort  in the Nembutsu. Namo Amida Butsu
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NOTICE:

The great practice is to say the Name of the Tathagata of un-
hindered light. This practice, comprehensively encompass-
ing all practices, is perfect and most rapid in bringing them 
to fullness. For this reason, it is called “great practice.” Saying 
the Name then breaks through all the ignorance of sentient 
beings and readily brings all their aspirations to fulfillment. 
Saying the Name is in itself mindfulness; mindfulness is 
nembutsu; nembutsu is Namo-amida-butsu.                                                        
                                                                                               -Shinran Shonin

2021 Memorial Service Schedule
2021 is the memorial year for those who passed away in:

 2020: 1st year
2019: 3rd year
2015: 7th year

2009: 13th year
2005: 17th year
1997: 25th year

1989: 33th year
1972: 50th year
1922: 100th year

Radio Programs
DECEMBER 2021
KZOO 1210 AM 

Japanese Language
Saturday at 7:30 AM

  

Nursing Home Services
are cancelled until 

further notice.

The Betsuin is scheduling in- 
person funerals and memorial 
services with a limited number 
of in-person attendees. Other 
service options are available. 
Please call the Betsuin office 
at (808) 536-7044 for current 
information and to plan for 
your family’s needs. 

Information Regarding 
Sunday Services

12/4…..Rev. Thomas Okano
12/11…Rev. Ryoso Toshima
12/18…Rev. Shingo Furusawa
12/25…Rimban. Toyokazu Hagio

JUNE 2021
    06/10/21 SHINTAKU, Ryan Hideki (52)
AUGUST 2021 
    08/09/21 CHOCK, Tomiko (93)
SEPTEMBER 2021  
    09/02/21 NAKAMUTA, Miyoko Yoshioka (101)
    09/07/21 AJIFU, Tatsuo (92)  
    09/16/21 WATANABE, Stanley Tooru (79) 
    09/26/21 HENNA, Joyce Kimiko (79) 
    09/27/21 OHTA, Yanagi Wakayama (93)
OCTOBER 2021 
    10/03/21 MURATA, Helen Chiyome (96) 
    10/03/21 ZUKERAN, Grace Masaye (92) 
    10/11/21 ODO, Edye Hitomi (63)  
    10/17/21 WATABAYASHI, Richard Satoru (89) 

The 9 a.m. Dharma School service 
and the 10 a.m. English service 
continue for now on Zoom. For 
speakers of Japanese, emailed 
messages are available -- please 
contact the office.

For current information on 
Betsuin services, including Zoom 
connection details, see the online 
calendar at hawaiibetsuin.org. 
You may also check the Betsuin 
Bulletin sent by email on Fridays 
(subscribe at hawaiibetsuin.org/
email-signup/). Or, call the office. 
Recorded services are available 
on the Hawaii Betsuin YouTube 
channel, with “premieres” on 
Sundays at 11 a.m. (some 
exceptions).




