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Betsuin O-Bon Service Scheduled for July 3rd

About Our Speaker: Rev. Joshin Kamuro

Making Reservations for Family Bon Services

Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin observes the 2022 O-Bon season service 
on July 3, 2022, despite the cancellation of the Bon Odori due to a recent 
spike in the number of COVID 19 cases in Hawaii. O-Bon is one of the 6 major 
services of the Jodo Shinshu Pure Land School of Buddhism and it is a time of 
reflection and expression of deep joy and gratitude for the continuing influence 
and guidance of those who have preceded us into Amida’s Pure Land, through 
the Primal Vow of the Buddha.

This year’s guest speaker for the O-Bon service will be  Rev. Joshin Kamuro,  
associate minister of the Honpa Hongwanji Hilo Betsuin on the Big Island. The 
in-person service at Hawaii Betsuin will begin at 10:00am on July 3, 2022. The 
title of Rev. Kamuro’s message is: “Our Nembutsu Paths Crossing Again.” 
Following the service, there will be a Dharma Dialogue with Rev. Kamuro. 
Everyone is cordially invited to attend both the service, in-person or via Zoom,  
and stay for the subsequent Dharma discussion following a short break.

Rev. Joshin Kamuro is from Aso, Kumamoto in southern 
Japan. He is from a temple family. After graduating from 
Ryukoku University with the Bachelor’s Degree in Shin 
Buddhist Studies in 2001, he worked at the EKŌ-House of 
Japanese Culture, a division of BUKKYŌ DENDŌ KYŌKAI 
(Society for the Promotion of Buddhism) in Düsseldorf, 
Germany from 2001 to 2006. He returned to Japan in 2007 
to further his study at Ryukoku University and completed 
his Doctoral Program in Shin Buddhist Studies in 2014. He 
participated in the IMOP (International Ministerial Orientation 

Program) in 2014. He received gakkai hokyō in 2015 and a Fukyōshi 
(Missionary) in 2019 from Nishi Hongwanji. He came to Hawaii in October 
2015. He worked at the Hawaii Betsuin for about four years. His assignment at 
the Hilo Betsuin began on November 16, 2019. He and his wife, Minako, have 
a fourteen-year-old son. Their son, Yuma, will go to Waiakea High School this 
August.

Gathering for Bon memorial services is one meaningful way families can 
remember and honor departed loved ones. Although Hawaii Betsuin will 
not be holding combined, multi-family Hatsubon (first-year memorial) and 
Bon Mairi services this year due to a recent increase in COVID numbers, 
families are invited to make reservations for private Bon services. We have 
several venues to accommodate family groups of varying sizes. We also 
offer the option to allow family members to join services online via Zoom.  
For more information, and to make arrangements, please call Hawaii 
Betsuin at (808) 536-7044. You may also want to consider dedicating  a 
Bon memorial lantern to honor your departed loved ones (see page 2). 



GOJI  JULY 2022PAGE 2

Dharma Message: 
       

The GOJI is a monthly publication of the 
Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin, Tel. 
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should be labeled on the reverse side with 
caption and return information.
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The opinions expressed by individual 
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O-Bon Memorial Lanterns 
Are Now Available

“Reflecting On O-Bon Season”        Rev. Yuika Hasebe
This special season has arrived once 
again. O-Bon is the time to express our 
appreciation to Great Compassion and 
Wisdom through our departed loved 
ones. Also, it is an important opportunity 
for us to think about our lives.

I often hear when families come to 
O-Bon service, they say that they came 
for the good of their ancestors and loved 
ones who passed away before them.  
They sometimes have concerns about 
where their loved ones have gone and 
hope that the place where they are is 
a wonderful place.  The image of the 
place is often vague but fabulous and 
beautiful. I think it is a part of human 
nature and also a natural expression of 

love to think and wish the place where 
our loved ones have gone would be the 
best place.

When I lost my father 20 years ago, my 
sister asked a reverend for guidance. 
Both my sister and I were troubled and 
had a question about where my father 
had gone. My sister asked the reverend 
how we could tell if our father had been 
born into the Pure Land or not. We 
were young and had just started to 
learn Jodo Shinshu.  We honestly were 
not sure if our father had been born 
into the Pure Land, and we desperately 
needed to hear a clear answer from the 
reverend.  

The reverend said to my sister that he 
didn’t know if our father had been born 
into the Pure Land; however, he was 
sure that our father will surely be saved 
when we are saved.

What I have heard from various Jodo 
Shinshu teachers and mentors was 
always that the teachings are a path for 

me to be saved, not 
about how I can save 
my departed loved 
ones. Those profound 
teachers taught me 
that I am always 
embraced by the Great Compassion 
and treasured as an only child of Amida 
Buddha. 

As I am learning how precious I am 
in Amida Buddha’s view, I realize that 
our departed loved ones were also the 
one and only special child for Amida 
Buddha. That person is already well 
taken care of by the Great Compassion, 
so we, who don’t have the ability to tell 
what the truth is, create the concerns 
and worries within us.

The only way to be free of worries is to 
understand that there is no need to be 
worried. Then, when we know that we 
don’t need to worry where we will be 
born into, our loved ones’ place is also 
settled because we are in the same 
grasp of the Great Compassion.

Order forms have gone out by US Mail 
for O-bon memorial lantern dedications. 
This Hawaii Betsuin program allows 
you to memorialize your departed 
loved ones with lanterns displayed in 
the hondo during Bon season. Ribbons 
with loved ones’ names are attached 
to the lanterns, which are available in 

three sizes. Donations made when ordering lantern dedications  are an 
important source of income for the temple. We invite you to participate!

Need to download and print an order form or prefer to order online? 
Please visit http://hhhb.link/bonlanterns. Forms are also available at the 
Hawaii Betsuin business office. In Gassho  
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Message from Jon Matsuoka, Executive Director
My quest to better understand the state 
of Honpa Hongwanji and Buddhism 
in general has taken me on a course 
extending from local to national.  Last 
month I attended the Future of American 
Buddhism conference in Garrison, New 
York.  Buddhists from all corners of the 
country, a variety of sects and ethnic 
groups converged for 4 days.  Despite 
divergences in belief and practice all 
subscribed to the main precepts of 
Buddhism.  Until the conference, my 
direct exposure to Buddhism and Sanga 
had been mainly through the Japanese 
brand of Jodo Shinshu.   

Topics at the conference included 
Tradition and Innovation, Diversity and 
Empowerment, Environmental Crisis, 
Engagement and Activism, Digital 
and Virtual Dharma.  The majority of 
conferees were Caucasian but there were 

large contingents of Asian Americans, 
African Americans, Latinos, and 
some Indigenous People.  They were 
a cross-section of clergy, educators, 
social workers and psychologists, 
physicians, planners and architects, 
software engineers, businesspeople, 
journalists, attorneys, and many more.  
All were dedicated and conscientious 
practitioners of Buddhism.

I have been to perhaps 100 
conferences in my life and career 
and never before left with so 
many meaningful takeaways.  The 
formal sessions were exceptionally 
educational but chance conversations 
over meals and free time with random 
people were equally enriching.  
Everyone I met had a story about 
how they came to Buddhism and 
how it guided them personally and 

professionally.  The 
lens of Buddhism 
gave clear and 
u n c o m m o n 
perspective on life 
matters and social 
concerns turning suffering into insight 
and compassion, interrelationship into 
ecological discernment, and temporal 
awareness into sense of urgency.  
So many were using their spiritual 
intelligence to effectively transform 
communities. 
 
On my way home I stopped in LA to meet 
Buddhist leaders.  Bishop Harada of 
Buddhist Churches of America believes 
that if we exit the echo chamber and 
change with the times, Buddhism will 
grow to become the largest religion in 
America.  What an awesome possibility.

Hi all
It’s time for a six-month check-in. Your 
temple Officers and Board have been 
very busy, and I’d like you to know what 
is happening.  I started a new system 
where every board member is actively 
involved on at least one committee but 
without the weight of very long Board 
meetings. I also invited non-Board 
members to join committees where 
their expertise can be put to use.  I am 
encouraging discussions among the 
directors to formulate proposals that will 
help the temple and our congregation 
in the future.  E-mail discussions allow 
everyone to communicate so we can 
move toward clear, open actions. 

One of the new programs that was 
formally begun last month is the 
Volunteer Support Team. Some office 
volunteers chose specific days to help 
while others will work on special projects 
with a more flexible schedule. There is 

also the Wednesday Gang of guys 
and gals; they are looking for more 
volunteers to help with the upkeep 
of the grounds. Volunteers not 
only provide invaluable help to the 
ministers and office, but they build 
strong friendships as well.  Thank 
you to all of the volunteers! If you 
have some time, we welcome you to 
check out the volunteer support team. 
Call the office for more information. 
I am working closely with our new 
Executive Director, Jon Matsuoka, 
and the interim operations coordinator, 
Dave Atcheson, to assure a smooth 
transition.

The three of us and the whole Board 
have begun to study our financial 
situation.  During the pandemic, 
largely due to federal subsidies, 
we were able to meet most of our 
expenses.  However, the budget this 
year needed to use $300,000 of our 

“rainy day” funds. 
Next year, without 
federal subsidies,  
h e a d q u a r t e r ’ s 
(Kyodan) expenses 
will go up,  so our Kyodan assessment 
will also go back up.   It is apparent that 
we need to start raising more funds for 
the temple to continue to operate as it 
has up to now. We will be asking for your 
financial help as we look ahead to the 
next 100 years of Hongwanji in Hawaii.  
To start up our fundraising efforts, I asked 
for a line for additional donations to be 
included on the order form for O-bon 
memorial lantern dedications that will be 
hung in the temple throughout the O-Bon 
season.  These funds will go toward 
Operations and toward offsetting the 
loss of income due to the cancellation of 
this year’s Bon Dance. Please help our 
temple with your additional  donations. 
Thank you.
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BWA News and Events                                   Fujiko Motobu
CORONA VIRUS EPIDEMIC CAUSED EXTREME STRESS
We are all humans, and we all went through such a stressful duration of time which is still hanging on to us 
into our third year of isolation.  Many of us had to alter our ways of living, and we still have not overcome our 
extreme anxieties.   During the duration of isolation we have lost many friends, who opted to go to Ojodo 
before us.  For those of us who are still living under stress, here are some hints as to how to relieve stress. 
 
  1.    Keep a journal and jot down what is causing you to feel stressed.
  2.    Don’t keep the feelings hidden with you, but talk it over with friends or family members, counselor or even a minister.
  3.    Laugh a lot.
  4.    Play with a pet.  
  5.    Talk with your pet.
  6.    Volunteer.
  7.    Do some work in art, crafts or paint.
  8.    Work on a puzzle, put it together.
  9.    Read humorous books that you enjoy.
  10.  Listen to an audio book or listen to soothing music.
  11.  Meditation.  Recite the Nembutsu many times.

When you are a senior and are alone 
a lot of the times, you need to learn to 
do things to keep yourself busy.  My 
problem is that I tend to sit and watch 
the TV too much and not move as I 
should.  This habit will certainly cause 
me to fall more easily and hurt myself.  
We all need to exercise not only our 
body but our minds too.  We need to 
learn to fall correctly.  Walking barefoot 
is a lot healthier than wearing socks 
and slippers unless they have the guard 
to keep you from slipping.  It has been 
proven in studies that walking barefoot 
and having thick soles makes a person 
healthier.  We the oldsters as children 
always went barefooted, never wore 
shoes until we had to in grade seven.  
Therefore, today, it has been found 
that the old, once barefoot ones are 
healthier.   All people are encouraged 
to walk barefoot at home.  Get rid of the 
smooth soled slippers.

Sleep is very important for seniors.  
They need at least six hours of good 
night’s sleep.   Seniors should also 
be careful about consuming too much 
sugar.  Instead of sugar, perhaps they 
need to replace it with honey.  They 

should not eat anything after dinner, 
which usually is about six o’clock 
in the evening.  Prior to sleeping, 
they should drink a glass of water 
to prevent cramps, and in the 
morning be sure and drink a glass 
or two of water.  In order to prevent 
dehydration from occurring, we must 
drink at least six to eight glasses of 
water or liquid of some sort, although 
not sugary drinks.   Keeping healthy 
and not developing dementia are 
very important for old people.  It is 
essential to keep a healthy lifestyle.

WHY DO YOU GO TO CHURCH?  

Unfortunately, many young people 
believe that going to church is due 
to the fact that we all die and church 
services are essential for the funeral.  
They associate the Buddhist religion 
to a religion for the dead.   We need 
to become aware of what the young 
ones think, and before we lose them 
to other religions, we need to reassure 
them that Buddhism is a RELIGION 
FOR THE LIVING.  Responsibilities 
in maintaining our religion must be 
that of the youngsters themselves as 

well as with the parents, teachers, and 
ministers.   

The youngsters are fortunate today in 
that our ministers are English speakers, 
many of whom are our own local born 
men and women who chose  to get into 
Jodo Shinshu ministry.  Not having any 
language deficiencies, our youngsters 
should not have any difficulties in 
learning about Buddhism and how it 
affects our lives.  Let us nurture the 
young ones, for they are our valuable 
future.   

NOW FOR A LITTLE BIT 
OF HUMOR: 

There was this ad in the Atlanta Journal.  
SINGLE BLACK FEMALE seeks male 
companionship, ethnicity unimportant.  
I am a very good girl who LOVES to 
play.  I love long walks in the woods, 
riding in your pickup truck, wind in my 
face, hunting, camping and fishing trips, 
cozy winter nights lying by the fire.  
Candlelight dinners will have me eating 
out of your hand.  I’ll be at the front 
door when you get home from work, 
wearing only what nature gave me.  Call 
(404)875-6520 and ask for Daisy, I’ll be 
waiting…

Over 15,000 men found themselves 
talking to the Atlanta Humane Society 
about an 8 week old black Labrador 
retriever.
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Betsuin DIALOGUE Project
Next Meeting: July 14th

All Welcomed!

“Dialogue… is the collective compassion for the common good.  It is meeting 
with meaning, participation and purpose, speech in the service of others… 
we might not get the correct answers, but we get closer to asking the right 
questions…”              — from ‘What If’ by Amanda Gorman, 2019

If you are interested in exploring social concerns with others through a 
Buddhist lens, then the Hawaii Betsuin DIALOGUE Project is for you!  The next 
DIALOGUE is Thursday, July 14, 2022.  The topic will be War vs. Diplomacy 
and the relative impact and efficacy of diplomacy vs. war in America’s foreign 
policy.  Does Buddhism consider participation in the military incompatible with 
right livelihood?
Please see hawaiibetsuin.org/dialogue to register to receive participation info 
and brief readings, to suggest future DIALOGUE topics, or to ask questions.  
DIALOGUE is a project of Hawaii Betsuin’s Social Concerns Committee.

Mahalo to Penny Atcheson and 
Sharon Yokoyama and to their team 
of volunteers for sorting and preparing 
the fabrics for sale.  Proceeds will 
benefit Hawaii Betsuin BWA. All are 
welcome to browse and purchase, 
by appointment. 

Email: betsuinbwa@gmail.com, or 
contact Penny Atcheson or Cindy Alm
Photo by Ruth Tokumi

Youth Connections 
and Gratitude

As we have done in previous years, 
our BWA presented an award for 
Outstanding  Creativity to a graduating 
8th-grader at Hongwanji Mission 
School, a BWA Graduates Award to 
Fort Gakuen (Japanese Language 

More News and Up Coming Activities of the Betsuin BWA

School) graduates, a monetary 
gift to Pacific Buddhist Academy’s 
graduating class, and a gift card 
to each of Hawaii Betsuin Dharma 
School’s high school graduates.  We 
send our heartfelt congratulations 
to the students and their families, 
and our gratitude to the faculty and 
administrators who guide and nurture 
our youth.

We also thank you, our BWA members 
and supporters, for your generous 
donations following the Eshinni/
Kakushinni Day service in May.  We 
collected over $1000, which will be 
divided among Hawaii Betsuin’s youth 
groups including Dharma School 
PTO, Hongwanji Girl Scouts, and Boy 
Scouts.  

New for 2022! 
Fabric Clearance Sale: Bargains, Mottainai Ideas!

Cindy Alm, PresidentWe hope that you are having an enjoyable summer.  
Here are upcoming activities. 
  
July 17, 11:30 a.m.  General Membership Meeting – Eshinni Fabric Sale                                           
                                 Launch (new event)
July 18, 9:00 a.m.    BWA Field Trip to Waikiki Aquarium; 
                                 deadline to register is July 10th
July 18 – 24:       Eshinni Fabric Sale– open to all, by appointment
August 27       Honolulu United BWA Education Conference and                                                 
                      Membership Meeting; Details and updated information
                       will be sent to BWA members by email or US postal service.  
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Dharma School News                Debbie Kubota
Hawaii Betsuin Virtual services and 
Dharma School activities were held 
on Sundays at 9:00 am via Zoom.  All 
Honolulu Dharma School families are 
always invited to attend. We have had 
participants from Hawaii Betsuin and 
Jikoen Hongwanji in attendance on a 
regular basis, in addition to a family 
from Maryland that used to attend 
the Betsuin Dharma School.  Dharma 
School students from Hawaii Betsuin 
have stepped up to emcee our 
services and read aspirations.  Many 
thanks to Hawaii Betsuin students 
Naya Furuyama, Byron Saito and 

Christopher Leu.
Here is a recap of our services and 
activities. 

May 8 was Eshinni-Kakushinni Day 
and Mother’s Day, with Charlene 
Kihara as the guest speaker.  
Students decorated flowers for 
Moms and toolboxes for Dads with 
descriptive words and phrases to 
describe their parents. 

Gotan-e was observed on May 
15 with Rev. David Nakamoto as 
the guest speaker.  We played 

Shinran-O, like bingo, with 
our Dharma School students 
and families.

May 22 was the last service and 
activity for this Dharma School 
year, and we honored two high 
school graduates, Byron Saito 
and Chris Leu.  Our theme was the last verse of the Golden Chain of 
Love and the students made pinwheels as a symbol of peace.

We wish all of our Dharma School students and families a wonderful 
summer.  Looking forward to seeing you all in the fall.  We hope to have 
in-person Dharma School services and activities.  Please be on the 
lookout for emails and announcements with dates and events. 

Dharma School
is now on vacation 

for the summer! 
If you are interested
in information about

Dharma School 
activities, 

please contact the 
Betsuin Office!

Gone
Fishing!



                  

Honzan to Host 
Shinran Shonin’s 

850th Birthday in 2023! 
Contact the Betsuin office for more information!

                                                                 GOJI  JULY 2022                                                     PAGE  7

Betsuin Bon 
Dancercise 

Returns on 
Wednesday Nights 

7:00 pm to 9:00 pm in 
the Main Social Hall

Classes will be lead by 
Derrick Iwata and Elliot Peters 

along with associate dancers
All levels of dancers, 

young and old,
 are all welcome!

Masks are required!
Due to COVID 

concerns, no 
refreshments

will be served!

We’re Collecting Aloha Shirts
The Betsuin BWA continues to collect aloha shirts for distribution 
to our military serving overseas.   Please contact Jo desMarets 
(purpleldy2@aol.com) to donate aloha shirts or for more 
information!

See photos of our heros receiving their 
Aloha Shirts while serving in remote 

locations around the world
                         on Facebook:

“Hawaiian Shirts For 
Deployed Soldiers”

If you received Hawaii Betsuin’s annual membership renewal letter in March, 
you may recall that Hawaii Betsuin has new youth membership levels for those 
under 30 years old. A Youth Individual Membership is $50 and a Youth Family 
Membership is $100. These amounts are just 25% of the regular membership 
dues of $200 for an individual or $400 for a household.

We are excited to report that we have our first official youth members! A warm 
welcome to Amy Kanakuri and Ross Higa, our first youth family members, and 
to Koki Atcheson, our first youth individual member. Do you have young adult 
family members or friends who would appreciate a gift membership? Something 
to consider!

Membership renewal reminder letters will be going out soon. 
Membership information and a form are always available 
at https://hawaiibetsuin.org/membership and at the office. 

Thank you, as always, for your continuing support of Hawaii Betsuin!

Hawaii Betsuin Welcomes Our First Members at
the New Youth Membership Levels!

Speakers
for July 2022

In-person Services
7/3 Bon Major Service
 8AM Rev. Kamuro
 10AM Rev. Kamuro
7/10
 8AM Rev. Hasebe
 10AM Rev. Furusawa
7/17 
 8AM Rev. Furusawa
 10AM Rev. Kalu
7/24 
 8AM Rimban Muneto
 10AM Rev. Hasebe
7/31
 8AM Rev. Makino
 10AM Rimban Muneto
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Boy Scout Troop 49Scouting News:   Dillon Pang, Troop 49

During May, Troop 49 participated 
in various Community Service Projects. 
This month’s theme was “Fitness and Go-
Karts” led by the Cobra Patrol. Scouts got 
healthier and strengthened their physical 
abilities by participating in various physical 
activities. Scouts also worked together 
within their patrols to construct a Go-Kart 
using wooden pallets.

The Scouts were tasked to design and build 
a Go-Kart using a single wooden pallet. 
The only materials that could be used to 
construct the body of your Go-Kart had to 
be from the pallet. Everything was re-used 
from the wood to the nails. Scouts had 4 
meetings to design and construct their Go-
Karts and then it was time for the first race 
day. Things didn’t go quite as expected. 
Some had design flaws and others had 
constructability issues. The next several 
meetings were rescheduled to allow the 
Scouts to address their cart’s issues and 
make modifications and have a final race 
between patrols. This was a good learning 
lesson as the scouts realized that just 
because it looked good on paper, doesn’t 
mean it will work in the field. 

One of several community service projects 

that Troop 49 scouts, friends, and 
families took part in this month was 
Colby Fujino’s Eagle Scout project 
on May 14. His project was held at 
the Children’s Discovery Center and 
scouts made sensory bins, a butterfly 
enclosure, sanded/painted balance 
beams, painted over a wall that was 
graffitied, and several other smaller 
projects. Not only did scouts do a 
service to the community but they 
picked up a few skills as well such as 
problem-solving, leadership, how to 
use different tools, construction, and 
communication. 

The second community service 
project Troop 49 participated in was 
during Memorial Day weekend. Led 
by Assistant Scoutmasters Jason 
Sunahara and Phong Nguyen, the 
Troop coordinated another successful 
Good Turn event which included the 
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and Cub 
Scouts. Over 100 volunteers gave their 
time to pick and gather flowers and 
make over 1100  leis which were placed 
among the headstones at Punchbowl 
Cemetary. Boy Scouts along with Cub 
Scouts and their parents hiked together 

up to Punchbowl cemetery on the 
Sunday before the Memorial Day 

Holiday to honor and commemorate the 
fallen soldiers who have given their lives 
for our country. 

The third community service project Troop 
49 participated in was the continuation 
of the temple clean-up effort. Assistant 
Scoutmaster Gary Zane led this effort 
as Scouts gathered items that needed to 
be thrown away and brought them up to 
a 30-cubic-yard trash bin to be disposed 
of. The scouts were able to load the 
entire trash bin with things from the print 
shop, mezzanine, and a former minister’s 
residence. Scouts used teamwork and 
communication to carry heavy items 
efficiently as well as used their problem-
solving skills to fit everything nicely in the 
trash bin.

In the upcoming month of June, the theme 
will be Cooking, led by the Shark Patrol. 
This will help in preparing for our annual 
summer camp scheduled for the last week 
of July.  Stay tuned for more exciting news 
about what the Boy Scouts are up to.
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“Headquarters Connections”
HHMH issues new statement on gun violence

 

Joint statement by Bishop Eric Matsumoto and
Rev. Blayne Higa, Chair of the Committee on Social Concerns,

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii

Gun Violence
May 27, 2022

We mourn the innocent lives lost in yet another mass shooting in our country. Our hearts go out to the families and communities that 
have been torn apart by these senseless acts of violence. Gun violence is an uncontrolled plague on our society and the cause of so 
much suffering. The recent shocking events in Texas, New York, and California remind us how much damage can be caused when 
these weapons are so easily obtained by those who would use them to harm others.

Gun violence is an unresolved public health crisis in our country. The proliferation of guns on our streets and our culture of violence 
needs to be addressed. We can and must do better to make our homes and public spaces including schools, churches, and stores 
where large numbers of people regularly gather safer.

We call upon our national leaders to have an honest and respectful debate on reasonable policies to curb gun violence. We need to 
enact sensible regulations to save lives and make our communities safer. Such measures include a ban on assault weapons, universal 
background checks on all gun purchases, removing loopholes that allow gun sellers and buyers to bypass checks, prohibiting high-
capacity magazines, preventing gun trafficking, and improving access to quality mental health care.

In addition to immediately pursuing sensible gun regulations as a key element of addressing gun violence in this country, we also 
need to cultivate the conditions for transforming anger and hatred which are the cause of these violent acts including the usage of the 
language of violence. Changing our hearts and minds is essential to transforming our society.

The Buddha taught how conflict can be resolved through wisdom and compassion. Let us be guided by this teaching to mend our 
brokenness and heal our wounds on the journey to mutual peace, harmony, and respect for all. May the light of all-inclusive wisdom 
and all-embracing compassion guide all our thoughts, words, and actions.

In Gassho, Bishop Eric Matsumoto
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii, a Shin Buddhist Denomination of Pure Land Buddhism

Rev. Blayne Higa, Chair, HHMH Committee on Social Concerns



In Memoriam              
 GOJI   JULY 2022

The Hawai’i Betsuin extends its deepest sympathy to the families of the 
following members who recently passed away.  May the family members 
and friends find solace and comfort  in the Nembutsu. Namo Amida Butsu
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The great practice is to say the Name of the Tathagata of un-
hindered light. This practice, comprehensively encompass-
ing all practices, is perfect and most rapid in bringing them 
to fullness. For this reason, it is called “great practice.” Saying 
the Name then breaks through all the ignorance of sentient 
beings and readily brings all their aspirations to fulfillment. 
Saying the Name is in itself mindfulness; mindfulness is 
nembutsu; nembutsu is Namo-amida-butsu.                                                        
                                                                                               -Shinran Shonin

2022 Memorial Service Schedule
2022 is the memorial year for those who passed away in:

 2021: 1st year
2020: 3rd year
2016: 7th year

2010: 13th year
2006: 17th year
1998: 25th year

1990: 33th year
1973: 50th year
1923: 100th year

Nursing Home Services
are cancelled until 

further notice.

Radio Programs
JULY 2022

KZOO 1210 AM 
Japanese Language
Saturday at 7:30 AM

  
Information Regarding 

Sunday Services

NOTICE:

The 10 a.m. English-language 
services (as well as the occasional 
9:30 a.m. combined services) are 
now open to in-person attendees. 
A Zoom option continues to be 
available. Also, the 8 a.m. in-person 
Japanese language services have 
resumed. The Betsuin Dharma 
School is on summer break.
 
 Many past services are available 
for replay on the Hawaii Betsuin 
YouTube channel.  For current 
information on Betsuin services, 
including Zoom connection 
details, see the online calendar at 
hawaiibetsuin.org. You may also 
check the Betsuin Bulletin sent 
by email on Fridays (subscribe at 
hawaiibetsuin.org/email-signup/). 
Or, call the office at (808) 536-7044.

Attendee limits for in-person 
funerals and memorial services 
are now based on room capacity 
and families’ comfort levels. Other 
service options are available. 
Please call the Betsuin office 
at (808) 536-7044 for current 
information and to plan for your 
family’s needs. 

7/2…Rev. Joshin Kamuro
7/9…Rev. Yuika Hasebe
7/16..Rev. Shingo Furusawa
7/23..Rev. Ryoso Toshima
7/30..Rev. Shinkai Murakami

1/19/2022 KIHARA, Margaret Takeko (87)
1/29/2022 OSAKI, Allan Isao (84)
4/13/2022 OKAGAWA, Kenjiro (92)
4/23/2022 UYEHARA, Marian Kumeko (91)
4/27/2022 OMORI, Richard Mitsuru (94)

02 OKUDARA, Anne Yayoi (87)
03 YUKITOMO, Sandra Fujie (76)
06 FUJIHARA, Nancy Hisayo (94)
06 MURAKAMI, Helen Mitsuko (101)
07 ISHIBASHI, Kimie (97)
14 SASAHARA, Mildred Midori (91)
14 YOSHIMOTO, Kathy Setsuko (89)
17 YOSHIMURA, Norma Nobuye (89)

20 YONESHIGE, Sumiko (101)
22 MURAKAMI, Shizue (88)
24 KOBAYASHI, Kimiko (98)
27 HAMACHI, Toyoko (104)
29 NISHIMURA, Satoshi (95)
30 KUSUMOTO, Lorraine Chiyoko (97)
30 MASUOKA, Violet Yayoi (80)
31 NAGAYAMA, Rose Yukie (92)
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