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February 15 Observed as Nirvana Day 
February 15th is Nirvana day, when Shakyamuni Buddha, the founder of 
Buddhism, passed away. 

About 2500 years ago, Shakyamuni Buddha was born in northern India, 
presently called Nepal.  He became a monk to seek true happiness, and 
then he became the awakened one or Buddha.  After that, the Buddha trav-
eled to many places to share the Buddha-Dharma and passed away at the 
age of 80.

Shakyamuni Buddha taught many things.  One of his Teachings is the “Dhar-
ma of dependent origination.”  It means that all beings and all things are 
related and connected to each other.   Our lives are supported by countless 
people, beings, and things.  Thanks to them, we can live now.    

We all tend to be self-centered, and it becomes the cause of fights and con-
flicts with others.  As we listen to Shakyamuni Buddha’s teachings, we al-
ways need to reflect on ourselves, to be aware if we are being selfish, and to 
try to live with others in peace and harmony.  

Sakyamuni Buddha  passed away at Kusinagara, lying  between the twin 
sala trees with His head toward the north and His body facing west. He con-
tinued His teaching to His favorite disciples until the final moment. To those 
who had gathered around Him, His words were a source of consolation and 
encouragement: “Do not grieve. If I were to lie in the world a whole kalpa, our 
association would still have to end. You cannot find any association which 
does not end.... Therefore, you must know the world is all transient, and 
meeting certainly implies separation.”
(from The Buddhist Holidays by Rev. George E. Shibala; Buddhist Churches 
of America, 1974; pages 5-6)



Dharma Message: 
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GOJI STAFF:
Editorial: Jo desMarets; Dianne Ida, Randy 
Kawamoto, Rev. Shingo Furusawa, Japanese 
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David Atcheson; Circulation: Colleen 
Kunishige, Elmer Cagaoan; Contributing 
reporters from Hongwanji Mission School, 
Buddhist Women’s Association, Dharma School 
& Parents, Project Dana, Wednesday Gang and 
Gals, Green Team, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 
Pacific Buddhist Academy, Betsuin Board and 
Social Concerns, and the Kyodan.

GOJI
The GOJI is a monthly publication of the 
Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin, Tel. 
(808) 536-7044. There is no newsletter
published for the month of August.

DEADLINE:
Articles must be submitted no later than 
the 10th of the month prior to publication 
by e-mail (goji@hawaiibetsuin.org), mail 
(1727 Pali Hwy, Honolulu, HI, 96813) or 
fax (808-536-0919). Address submissions to 
the GOJI. Please include your name and 
contact information. Original images should 
be labeled on the reverse side with caption 
and return information.

The opinions expressed by individual 
contributors are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Honpa 
Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin.

“Nembutsu Is Our Gratitude to Amida”
Rev. Shingo Furusawa

5 
Scout Sunday
BWA Dana Day
Collection Begins
8AM  Rev. Hasebe
9:30AM Rev. Furusawa

12 
8AM  Rev. Furusawa
9AM  Rev. Kihara
10AM  Rev. Kalu

19 
Dharma Gathering
8AM Rev. Hagio (Tentative)
9:00AM Dharma gathering
10AM NO SERVICE

26 
8AM Rev. Hasebe
9AM DS teacher
10AM Ryan Catalani

February 2023
Speakers Schedule

Reciting “Namo Amida Butsu” or Nembutsu has many meanings.  
One of the meanings is to express our gratitude to Amida Buddha.  

In our lives, many hardships, difficulties, and sorrows come up. 
We are always anxious when they happen, and we struggle to 
live.  However, Amida Buddha is always with us and never aban-
dons us.  Also, the Buddha gives us the energy to live through life no matter what 
happens in our lives.  We are always the main concern of Amida’s Great Compas-
sion.  That is why Shinran Shonin, the founder of Shin Buddhism, told us that we 
should take refuge in Amida Buddha, and he revealed to us that the recitation of 
“Namo Amida Butsu” is to show our gratitude to the Buddha.  

Let us always be grateful to Amida Buddha and live our lives  reciting the Nembutsu.

In Gassho.   Sunday
March 26

8:30 AM
to

1:00 PM
Tastes of 

Hongwanji

Rummage Sale

Baked Goods
(some Gluten Free)

Locally made 
Honey

Plants

Books
Hongwanji Cookbooks 

Books on
Native Plants

And More!
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President’s Message:  
Letter from Alan Tomita, Hawaii Betsuin Board President

Hi All 
First, I’d like to wish everyone a Happy 
New Year!  I hope that you all enjoyed 
a wonderful holiday season with your 
family and friends.

Second, thank you to all who respond-
ed to our year-end donation request.  
Our preliminary total is approximately 
$114,000.00. This amount, together 
with the donations made through the 
Foodland Give Aloha program and a 
recent generous family donation of 
$56,000.00 means that the temple will 
most likely end up in the black for the 
year 2022.

I’d especially like to thank the people 
who were able to contribute large 
amounts.  The Betsuin received sever-
al donations of $5,000.00 to $6,000.00 
that are greatly appreciated.  Also, I’d 
like to thank my daughter and son for 
their generous donations of $2,000.00 
and $700.00 respectively that consid-
erably increased our family’s donation 
to the temple.  Hopefully, these are the 
first of many donations to continue in 
the future.

Although we met our budget last year, 
please note that it required a transfer of 
$200,000.00 from our endowment fund 
to make it happen.  For the 2023 bud-
get, we are again looking to transfer 
over $300,000.00 from our endowment 
fund to balance the budget. 

The increase is mainly due to the in-
crease in the assessment that Betsuin 
will be obligated to pay to our Head-
quarters (Honpa Hongwanji Mission).  
The lower assessments that Betsuin 
paid during the height of the pandemic 

was largely due to the federal subsi-
dies given to Headquarters because 
of the pandemic.  

This year’s assessment amount is 
still much lower than what was paid 
in the past.  Therefore, the assess-
ment amount can only be expected 
to increase in the future.  Plus, the 
federal subsidies offered during the 
pandemic are no longer available, 
so we are back to reality, regarding 
the costs of operating our temple.  

Presently, all Betsuin Board com-
mittees are looking into cost-saving 
suggestions so that next year’s bud-
get amount can be lowered.  Also, 
we are looking in areas outside of 
the temple where revenue into the 
temple can be increased.As far as 

2023 is concerned, we are expecting 
to return to how things were before the 
pandemic.  The temple is now open 
for regular and private services.  We 
hope that special events like the Taste 
of Hongwanji and our annual Bon 
Dance will resume. The religious mes-
sages and fellowship provided at these 
events have been sorely missed.

Let’s work together to make it a good 
year.

With Much Gratitude 

Alan

On the evening of Saturday, February 18th, starting at 6:30 pm, Hawaii 
Betsuin intends to host an informal music gathering. One of the special 
guests will be Dr. Steve Chen visiting from Washington State (by the way, 
we are seeking an accordion for him to borrow!). 

If you are interested in performing, jamming, or just enjoying, please 
RSVP at hhhb.link/music0218 or contact David Atcheson or
Wendie Yumori for more information. You may 
leave a message through the Hawaii Betsuin business office. (Note: 
There is no in-person service the next day 2/19 at Hawaii Betsuin -- 
that’s the day of the Virtual State Dharma School Gathering.) 

The gathering will be held in the Annex Temple. 

Informal Music Night at Hawaii Betsuin 2/18

http://hhhb.link/music0218
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BWA News and Events               Fujiko Motobu
FEBRUARY is a month when there is 
no significant service at the temple.  
January is Shinran Shonin’s memo-
rial service, known as Hoonko, rec-
ognized on January 16 when he died.  
March is the month when we celebrate 
Spring Higan when day and night have 
the same number of hours, matching 
one another.  We celebrate Valen-
tine’s Day on February 14 as well as 
Lincoln’s birthday on February 12 and 
Washington’s birthday on February 22.  
Two great president’s birthdays fall in 
the month of February.  February is a 
month full of love, so let’s all be nice to 
one another.

SHINRAN SHONIN was born near 
Kyoto on May 21, 1173, some 850 
years ago during a period of great 
social unrest.  His father died when 
he was four years old and his mother 
died when he was eight years old.  He 
became a monk at the early age of 
eight.  He studied Buddha dharma for 
20 years on Mt. Hiei, the center of Bud-
dhist studies at that time and became 
a disciple of Honen Shonin.  He got the 
assurance of birth to the Pure Land 
which he sought all his life.  Due to 
political pressures from other religious 
groups against his master, he was ex-
iled to Echigo.  From there he went 
to Kanto, which is the present Tokyo 
and he spread the Nembutsu teach-
ings, and returned to Kyoto in old age.  
Shinran Shonin was the first monk to 

publicly take a wife, Eshinni, who 
bore him seven children, including 
Kakushinni.  He died on January 16, 
1262, some 761 years ago at the 
age of 89.  

For us, Shinran Shonin was the 
founder and teacher of Jodo Shin-
shu, for he made two major accom-
plishments.  The first achievement 
was to refine the essence of faith 
from the various practices and to 
express that in the form of TARIKI 
(Buddha centered power).  The 
second thing he did was to simplify 
Buddhadharma so that even the un-
enlightened ones such as you and 
I could participate in the teachings 
and gain birth in the Pure Land.  All 
we need to say is NAMO AMIDA 
BUTSU.

WHY DO WE SAY IT?  Where did 
we get the expression “OK”?  It is 
from the Presidential election in 
1840.  The Democratic candidate 
Martin Van Buren was nicknamed, 
“The Wizard of Kinderhook” after 
“Old Kinderhook,”  the Hudson val-
ley village in which he was born.  In 
reference to this village and Van Bu-
ren’s nickname, one of the Demo-
cratic groups formed to support him 
in New York City Called itself “The 
Democratic O.K. Club.”  Other sup-
porters of Van Buren picked up the 
term “O.K.” as a sort of slogan.

MINISTER:  How did 
a “minister” come to 
be called that?   The 
word literally means 
an “inferior person” 
or “servant.”  The 
original idea was 
that a minister was supposed to serve 
his parishioners.  This idea has not yet 
completely disappeared.

IDIOT:  Has the word “idiot” always 
meant a mentally deficient person?  
No.  The word is Greek and at first an 
“idiot” was just a private citizen who 
held no public office.  However, since 
the Greeks considered it a great honor 
to hold office, the word finally came to 
mean a person who could not take part 
in public affairs.

LIFE BEGINS AT 80 BY FRANK LAU-
BACH.  (I changed it to 90)
I have good news for you. The first 90 
years are the hardest.  The second 90 
are a succession of birthday parties.  
Once you reach 90, everyone wants 
to carry your baggage and help you up 
the steps.  If you forget your name or 
anybody else’s name, or an appoint-
ment, or your own phone number, or 
promise to be three places at the same 
time, or can’t remember how many 
grandchildren you have you need only 
explain that you are 90.

Being 90 is a lot better than being 80.  
At 80, people are mad at you for ev-
erything.  At 90 you have a perfect ex-
cuse, no matter what you do if you act 
foolishly, it’s your second childhood.  
Everybody is looking for symptoms of 
softening of the brain.

Being 70 is no fun at all.  At that age 
they expect you to retire to a house in 

A POEM FOR YOU:
In the meadow there is a lion who is devouring a zebra
The zebra’s flesh is still moving about from being killed just recently
He pulls out the intestine, guts, and is ferociously eating  
Right alongside, other zebras are roaming. Without any fear they walk by   
Now that he has amply surfeited, he doesn’t bother to look at other zebras,
Everything is green and peaceful, the food is all about  
When we watch the television, in the far unknown lands even today
Bombs are being exploded.  People, we don’t eat them, why then do we kill them?     
                                                                                       By Takashina Kiichi CONTINUED ON PAGE 5



Florida and complain about your ar-
thritis, and you ask everybody to stop 
mumbling because you can’t under-
stand them.  (Actually, your hearing is 
about 50% gone.)

If you survive until you are 90, ev-
erybody is surprised that you are still 
alive.  They treat you with respect just 
for having lived so long.  Actually, they 
seem surprised that you can walk and 
talk sensibly.  So please, folks, try to 
make it to 90.  It’s the best time of life.  
People forgive you for anything.  If you 
ask me life begins at 90.

HUMOR:  “I CAN HEAR JUST FINE”
Three retirees, each with a hear-
ing loss, were playing golf one fine 
March day.  One remarked to the other 
“Windy, isn’t it?”  “No,” the second man 
replied, “It’s Thursday.” And the third 
man chimed in, “So am I.  Let’s have 
a beer.”
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More from the BWA BWA CONTINUED FROM 
PAGE 4

Hawaii Betsuin BWA 
Officers and Directors

January 2023 to December 2024 

President –----------------Jo desMarets
1st Vice President –----Joy Nishida
2nd Vice President –---Liane Wong
Co-Recording Secty. –-Ben Bruch
Co-Recording Secty. –-Diane Marshall
Correspond Secty. - Arlene Matsubara
Treasurer –---------------Tomoko Takeda
Asst. Treasurer –-Gayle Hirohata Goto
Auditor------------------Koki Atcheson
Auditor –------------------Lillian Ishii

Director – Tamayo Matsumoto
Director – Dawn Nabeshima
Director – Sharon Nakai
Director – Rudiger Ruckmann
Director – Annette Tashiro
Director – Charlyne Tom

Aloha sangha members! 2023 starts a new term for recently elected BWA Officers 
and Directors who will serve for the years 2023 and 2024. We are looking forward 
to many rewarding and interesting activities, for fun and for service to the Betsuin. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or suggestions, or 
if something just needs to be brought to our attention!  As we move forward with 
our new responsibilities, may we be guided by Amida’s Wisdom and Compassion, 
and may we act in accordance with the Three Treasures: “I go to the Buddha for 
guidance; I go to the Dharma for guidance; I go to the Sangha for guidance.” Namo 
Amida Butsu...                                                                            
                                                                                     

Betsuin BWA Installs New Officers and Directors

HOSHA (help needed): Feb 5th and Mar 4th; 
BWA DANA DAY COLLECTION: Feb 5th to March 5th, 2023

BWA Dana Day was established in 1965 at the 2nd World BWA Convention.  In 
February, Buddhist Women’s Associations worldwide solicit donations for locally 
selected organizations. Our Honolulu United BWA donates to nonprofits that 
benefit youth, women, or elderly. 

MAHALO!  Thank you 
to our Hosha volun-
teers who welcomed 
the new year by polish-
ing pews, dusting and 
vacuuming the main 
temple.  Thank you, 
also, to BWA members 
who made and served 
refreshments follow-
ing the Mary Elizabeth 
Foster Remembrance 

Service in December, and the weekly Asaji Japanese language services.                                                           
Submitted by Cindy Alm
 

Upcoming Activities:



Hawaii Betsuin's held its New Year's Party on January 29. In person for the first time in three years, we "Shared Joy 
Together"! Sage Goto was emcee. The event included a buffet luncheon, silent auction, prize drawings, table games, 
taiko, and affiliate group displays. Hawaii Betsuin Office Coordinator Colleen Kunishige was our 2023 Asoka Award 
honoree for her years of exemplary and sustained service (upper-right). We also had a chance to mahalo retired Rev-
erends Hagio and Muneto in person. Photos courtesy of the Kubota family, D. Atcheson, and W. Yumori
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2023 General Membership Meeting and New Year’s Party!



Buddhist Study Center  
2023 Spring Virtual Session  

Saturday, March 25, 2023 
10am–12pm 

“FELLOW TRAVELERS IN SHIN BUDDHISM” 
          Presented by Rev. Jon Turner, Orange County Buddhist Church 

 
Let’s hear about the journey of a fellow Shin Buddhist traveler, 
Rev. Jon Turner. Rev. Turner was introduced to Shin Buddhism 
when his family began attending the Orange County Buddhist 
Church (OCBC) in 1999. Later he joined the Minister’s Assistant  
Program. In 2010, Rev. Turner graduated from the Institute of  
Buddhist Studies at Berkeley with a master’s degree in Buddhist 
Studies and received his Tokudo ordination. In 2017 became a  
fully ordained Kaikyoshi minister at OCBC. 
 

Our founder, Shinran Shonin referred to his followers as equal companions and 
“fellow travelers” (Ondobo Ondogyo) in the Dharma. Shinran taught us that, without 
exception, we are all “brothers and sisters” embraced by Amida Buddha’s Wisdom and 
Compassion. 
 

The program will explore this unique Shin Buddhist understanding that developed 
from Shinran’s life experience as a monk and then a lay teacher. We urge all Jodo 
Shinshu followers (ministers and members) to become fellow travelers and listeners 
of the Buddha-Dharma. 

 

Everyone is Welcome! Register online at: https://forms.gle/CvXJCZhsKe4Gguv17  

Or, fill in form below & mail to the BSC. Please register by Saturday, March 18, 2023. 
 

Donations Welcome: All gifts received will be donated to the BSC & go toward furthering  
Buddhist education. Give online at http://bit.ly/hhmhdonate Or, checks can be made payable & 

mailed to the Buddhist Study Center. Questions? Call the BSC office at (808) 973-6555.  

 

                                       ~ Registration Form for 2023 BSC Spring Session ~ 
 

Name:                                                                    Temple (if applicable): 
 
Email/Phone:  

 

Mail to: Buddhist Study Center  1436 University Ave. Honolulu, HI 96822 
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Dharma School News Debbie Kubota
After taking a break during the holi-
days, we resumed our in-person Dhar-
ma School services and activities on 
January 8. It is so nice to see everyone 
at the temple again for the new year.
On January 8, we had our first in-per-
son service of the year in the Annex 
Temple. Our emcee was Keiden Fu-
ruyama and our aspiration reader was 
his sister, Naya. We really appreciate 
having our Dharma School students 
stepping up to help with these aspects 
of our services. We are continuing on 
our Eightfold Path lessons, featur-
ing Right Thought. Reverend Hasebe 
gave a wonderful Dharma message 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
  
 

         
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

9:00 AM:  SERVICE  
Dharma Message by 
Acting Rimban Yuika 
Hasebe of Honpa  
Hongwanji Hawaii 
Betsuin         
 
9:40 AM:  DHARMA 
SCHOOL & ADULT 
BREAKOUT ROOMS  
 
10:30 – 11:00 AM:   
MAIN ROOM –  
DS/Adult Groups 
 
11:00 AM:   
DS FAMILY 
SESSION ENDS 
 
 
 
11:10 AM:  DS 
TEACHERS/ 
EDUCATORS 
SESSION: 
Rev. Kevin Kuniyuki 
previews a new 
Dharma School 
Resource/Open 
Sharing of successful 
DS activities 
 
12:00 PM:  END 
 
 

A Commission on 
Buddhist Education 

(CBE) Project of 
Honpa Hongwanji 
Mission of Hawaii 

4th VIRTUAL STATE DHARMA SCHOOL GATHERING 
Sunday, February 19, 2023 

9:00 am – 12 noon 
 

Open Invitation to All... 

2023 Honpa Hongwanji of Hawaii Slogan 

Click on the following link to 
register: 

https://forms.gle/aBxYUgWvQsAWZ53k
 

Any Questions?  Please contact:  Debbie 
Kubota: dekub88@gmail.com 
 

Gathering Zoom Link will 
be emailed to participants 
by Friday, February 17. 
 

RSVP Deadline 
is February 4. 

 

which helped us all think about stay-
ing on the Middle Path, relating our 
thoughts to actions, such as receiv-
ing a massage that is not “too soft” 
or not “too hard” but “just right.” For 
our Dharma School lesson, the stu-
dents colored images or cutout pic-
tures from magazines that depicted 
the concept of Right Thought. Then, 
they shared their creations.

We invited Jikoen Hongwanji to join 
us for our special Ho’onko service, 
featuring Bishop Eric Matsumoto 
as our speaker. Then we all head-
ed down to the Social Hall to have 

a taiko drumming activity conducted 
by our Betsuin Dharma School Taiko 
group, led by Jovie Yoshioka . We had 
fun creating “mixed plates” using food 
items to form our drum beats – teriyaki 
steak, poi, loco moco, laulau, banana 
split. Our base beat was based on the 
syllables of “lomi salmon pipikaula.”  
We had participants of all ages join us 
and they all had so much fun! We hope 
that some of them continue to come 
out and join our Dharma School Taiko 
Group class on Sundays at 11:30 am in 
the practice room under the HMS Gym. 
We welcome anyone of any age to join 
us!

The Eightfold Path will continue to be 
our focus for Dharma messages and 
activities, having another activity on 
the application of Right Thought on 
January 22, then having the theme of 
Right Speech on the 29th.

We welcome former and new Dharma 
School families to join us for fun activi-
ties and events in 2023!

Betsuin 
Bon Dancercise 

Wednesday Nights 
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
in the Main Social Hall

Classes will be led by 
Derrick Iwata and Elliot Peters 

along with associate dancers
All levels of dancers, are 

all welcome!
Masks are required!

Due to COVID concerns, 
refreshments will 
NOT be served!

Bring your own water!
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Scouting News Girl Scout News and Events        Erin Uemura, Leader 
                                                             Daisy Troop 844          Every year, one of the most antic-

ipated Girl Scout events is the Intertroop 
Holiday Party. After two years of virtual 
parties and small troop gatherings, all 
five troops and their families gathered 
on December 3, 2022, to celebrate the 
holidays together. This year’s theme was 
a “Holiday Whobilation!” Everyone was 
dressed in green and red holiday attire, 

and the social hall was decorated in 
the spirit of Dr. Seuss’ “How the Grin-
ch Stole Christmas!”

 The Cadette troop got the party start-
ed with stations to enjoy hot cocoa, 
get a temporary tattoo, and make 
ornaments. Over 200 greeting cards 
were created by party attendees to lift 

the spirits of ku-
puna for Project 
Dana, and there 
was also an art 
supply donation 
drive in support 
of a community 
service project. 
After a yummy 
bento dinner and 
ice cream station, 

the scouts formed teams to play a fun 
game. Finally, the Cadette troop took 
the stage and presented a Grinch story, 
which ended with a visit from Santa! All 
the scouts and their siblings received a 
gift from Santa. For some little ones, it 
was the first time they got to meet Santa.

The following week, all five troops gath-
ered again to participate in the first 
Manoa Christmas Parade since 2020. 
The older scouts helped the younger 
scouts pass out over 100 pounds of can-
dies to people along the parade route 
from Noelani Elementary to Manoa El-
ementary. It was a great feeling to re-
sume two of our December Girl Scout 
traditional activities.

LOOKING FOR SOME LOANED, 
BUT NOT RETURNED BOOKS!

 
                        6.  A PLACE WHERE SUNFLOWERS GROW  
                               by Amy Lee-Tai  

1. THE CAT WHO CHOSE TO DREAM 
                                  by Loriene Honda
 2. FISH FOR JIMMY  
      by Katie Yamasaki 

3. FRED KOREMATSU SPEAKS UP           
               by Laura Atkins and Stan Yogi   

4. THE BRACELET  by Yoshiko Uchida 

  5.   DESERT DIARY 
(Japanese American Kids Behind Barbed Wire) 
           by Michael Tunnell  

                         
The books were loaned out in early Novem-
ber to a member of the Wednesday morning 
Japanese class. Please return them by dropping them off at 
the Betsuin office.  Your assistance is very much appreciated!

Project Dana Public Presentations 
Project Dana’s “Caring for the Caregiver” program is, again, 
offering assistance to all caregivers to improve caregiver well-
being so they can better provide for their loved ones. The pro-
gram is availabe at two locations: 
#1  Zoom and in person at Waipahu Hongwanji Buddhist 
Temple; 94-821 Kuhaulua St., Waipahu 96797 every second 
Saturday, 9:30 am to 11:30 am.
#2   Zoom and in person at Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin; 
1727 Pali Hwy in the social hall every every second Wednes-
day, 9:30 am to 11:30 am. Up coming topics are:

Location #2:  Feb. 8 using meditation to manage stress
Location #1:  Feb. 11, Hearing Loss and Hearing Aids

For more info, please contact Maria Morales, Program 
Coordinator, at (808) 945-3736 or cgsg@projectdana.org



GOJI  FEBRUARY 2023PAGE 10

Boy Scout Troop 49Scouting News:   Davin Okino, Troop 49

December was a rather short month for 
Troop 49 due to the holidays, but it was 
filled with many memories. Troop 49 had 
yet another very successful month, and 
was followed by celebrations filled with 
family traditions.

The Troop started their month with 
cleaning and inspecting our camp patrol 
boxes.  This meeting was led by Shark 
Patrol  First Class Scout Caleb Sawai 
(Shark Patrol Leader) and Second Class 
Scout Trevor Ota (Assistant Shark Pa-
trol Leader). They planned and ran the 
meeting.  Each patrol box contains cook-
ing supplies like pots, pans, and all ne-
cessities needed to cook meals at camp. 
With all the fun camps that this Troop 
has had over the year, this task needed 
to be done.  As always, the scouts com-
plained about how they already had their 
fair share of organizing and cleaning at 
home… but soon enough, the meeting 
was over and all scouts reverted back to 
their normal state. 

The following week, to spread the holi-
day cheer, scouts had a gingerbread 
house competition to decide who could 
most represent their festive side. The 
scouts had a blast, and brought out their 
creativity when making the houses.This 
meeting allowed scouts to bond and ex-
plore their creative side.  As usual, the 

scouts had one thing on their mind 
throughout the whole meeting… eat-
ing. 

Kadomatsu is one of the biggest 
events for the Troop, and one that the 
Troop has not done in a while. First 
Class/Assistant Patrol Leader (Co-
bra Patrol) Talin Giang together with 
Assistant Scoutmasters Jason Su-
nahara and Dexter Pang and Fund-
raising Chairperson Janel Pang and 
Advancement Committee member 
Juvy Sunahara, took on planning this 
major event.  This year, the Troop 
partnered with the Men’s Leadership 
Group.  One of its member is a for-
mer Assistant Scoutmaster, Mr. Daid 
Kawano.  They were looking for some 
assistance with manpower and we 
were looking to ramp up our produc-
tion.  This was a good opportunity 
to work together towards a common 
goal.  This event covered four days 
and included harvesting the bamboo, 
setting up shop, making the kadomat-
su, and distributing them. 

On day one of the event, parents and 
volunteers drove early in the morning 
to harvest bamboo from the forest.  
Everyone got a real workout, climb-
ing the hills and carrying the bamboo 
out of the forest.  Special thank you to 

Happy New Year Goji readers! 
those who took off of work to participate.

Day two included the Troop helping set 
up the workshop and getting to practice 
cutting and making the kadomatsu.  This 
was so that they would be ready to lead 
the volunteers the next day.  A couple of 
hundred kadomatsus were made so that 
the next day could start smoothly for all 
of the volunteers.    

Day three was the main day. The Cub 
Scouts and Girl Scouts joined in the fes-
tivities as well.  It was nice to see all three 
organizations working together and get-
ting to know each other.  With the help 
of the various scouting organizations 
along with the various members and 
volunteers from the Men’s Leadership 
Group, at the end of the day, over 1,300 
kadomatsu were put together! This was 
the most kadomatsu ever made, and we 
were able to finish on time.  A portion of 
the proceeds will be donated back to 
the temple while the rest will help fund 
the Troop’s camping and activities. This 
event wouldn’t have been a success 
without everyone’s participation.  

On the last day of this event, the Boy 
Scouts distributed the Kadomatsus that 
were all pre ordered  This was one of the 
easier days, and a great way to feel a 
sense of pride when handing them out.  

Special thank you goes out to First 
Class/Assistant Patrol Leader (Cobra 
Patrol) Talin Giang together with Assis-
tant Scoutmasters Jason Sunahara and 
Dexter Pang and Fundraising Chairper-
son Janel Pang, along with Advance-
ment Committee member Juvy Suna-
hara who helped make this event a huge 
success.   

That’s all for now… be on the lookout for 
more exciting news from Troop 49…. 



Headquarters Connections 
Headquarters Updates and Ka Leo Kāhea (The Calling Voice) newsletters are available at 

News & Announcements – Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii 
 

Bishop Eric Matsumoto 
2023 HONPA HONGWANJI MISSION OF HAWAII THEME AND SLOGAN 

Honpa Hongwanji Headquarters Update, January 2023 
 
We are in the fourth year of our five-year theme: “Building Healthy Sanghas,” with 
our slogan for 2023 being “Sharing Joy Together.” 
 
2020: Building Healthy Sanghas: Embracing Generosity and Openness 
2021: Building Healthy Sanghas: Nurturing Empathy and Respect 
2022: Building Healthy Sanghas: Connecting with Others 
2023: Building Healthy Sanghas: Sharing Joy Together 
2024: Building Healthy Sanghas: Sharing Nembutsu Moments 

 
According to the Dhammapada, “To live a single day and hear a good teaching is better than to live a hundred 
years without knowing such a teaching.”  This strikes a deep chord when I read His Eminence Kojun Ohtani’s 
Gratitude for the Jodo Shinshu Teaching, 

“Namo Amida Butsu. 
‘Entrust yourself to me.  I will liberate you just as you are.’ 
This is the calling voice of Amida. 
My blind passions are embraced in the Buddha’s awakening, 
So the Buddha calls to me ‘I will liberate you just as you are.’ 
Gratefully responding to the Buddha’s call, I find that I am already on the path that leads to the Pure 
Land.  And the Nembutsu flows freely from my thankful heart. 
 
Living with the Dharma as my guide 
Softens my rigid heart and mind. 
Gratitude for the gift of life I have received 
Frees me from becoming lost in greed and anger, 
And allows me to share a warm smile and speak gentle words. 
Sharing in the joy and sadness of others, I shall strive to live each day to its fullest”. 

 
The deep joy that I experience of being accepted as I am and forever embraced by Amida Buddha’s all-inclusive 
Wisdom and all-embracing Compassion sustains me through thick and thin and, naturally, there arises the wish 
that others too, can come to know and experience this joy and happiness.  I nod in acknowledgement of the 
saying, “Thousands of candles can be lighted from a single candle, and the life of the candle will not be 
shortened.  Happiness never decreases by being shared.” 
 
More than ever, let us continue to live the Nembutsu, responding in gratitude to Amida Buddha by “Sharing 
(the) Joy (of Namo Amida Butsu) Together” through talking about Amida Buddha to others and reciting Namo 
Amida Butsu, making manifest the saying, “As the light of a small candle will spread from one to another in 
succession, so the light of Buddha’s compassion will pass on from one mind to another endlessly.” 
 
Bishop Eric Matsumoto, Buddhist Study Center Interim Director, Office of Buddhist Education, and the HHMH 
Commission on Buddhist Education 

 
Please see Headquarters Update Newsletter for all Honpa Hongwanji Headquarters Updates. 

HQ Connections is curated by Steve Lohse and Cindy Alm. 
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The great practice is to say the Name of the Tathagata of unhindered 
light. This practice, comprehensively encompassing all practices, is 
perfect and most rapid in bringing them to fullness. For this reason, 
it is called “great practice.” Saying the Name then breaks through 
all the ignorance of sentient beings and readily brings all their aspira-
tions to fulfillment. Saying the Name is in itself mindfulness; mind-
fulness is nembutsu; nembutsu is Namo-amida-butsu.                                                        
                                                                                               -Shinran Shonin

   In Memoriam     DECEMBER 2022            
The Hawai’i Betsuin extends its deepest sympathy to the families of the 
following members who recently passed away.  May the family members 
and friends find solace and comfort  in the Nembutsu. Namo Amida Butsu

The 10 a.m. English-language 
services (as well as the occasional 
9:30 a.m. combined services) are 
now open to in-person attendees. 
A Zoom option continues to be 
available. Also, the 8 a.m. in-
person Japanese language 
services have resumed. The 
Betsuin Dharma School resumed 
on September 11, 2022..

Many past services are available 
for replay on the Hawaii Betsuin 
YouTube channel.  For current 
information on Betsuin services, 
including Zoom connection 
details, see the online calendar at 
hawaiibetsuin.org. You may also 
check the Betsuin Bulletin sent 
by email on Fridays (subscribe at 
hawaiibetsuin.org/email-signup/). 
Or, you can call the Betsuin office 
at (808) 536-7044.

Information Regarding 
Sunday Services

Attendee limits for in-person 
funerals and memorial services 
are now based on room capacity 
and families’ comfort levels. Other 
service options are available. 
Please call the Betsuin office 
at (808) 536-7044 for current 
information and to plan for your 
family’s needs.   

Japanese Language, 
SATURDAY AT 7:30 AM

FEBRUARY SPEAKERS
Please see page 2

Maluhia 
Service Every 3rd Wed At 10:00 A.M.

All other nursing Home Services
remain cancelled until further notice.

 

2022: 1st year
2021: 3rd year
2017: 7th year

2011: 13th year
2007: 17th year
1999: 25th year

1991: 33th year
1974: 50th year
1924: 100th year

2023 Memorial Service Schedule
2023 is the memorial year for those who passed away in:

Hale O Meleana
Service Every 2nd Friday At 10:30 A.M.

Schedule Of Monthly Nursing Home 
Services (For The Residents)

04  Rev. Shigenori Makino 
11 Rev. Masanari Yamagishi 
18  Rev. Toyokazu Hagio 
25  Rev. Daido Baba

05/14/2022 TAKESHITA, Kiana Akiko (21)
11/15/2022 AOKI, Alice Sumiko (92) 
11/18/2022 MIYASHIRO, Henry Mitsuru (91)
11/30/2022 SEWARD, Karen Mitsuko (82)\

10 HAYASHIDA, Sharon Akiko (75)
20 TOBA, Goro (95) 
20 YAMANE, Eugene Makoto (100)
25 AKAJI, Elaine Fusae (87) 
26 AIHARA, Mary E. (93) 
28 IWATANI, Ike Ken (61) 

DECEMBER 2022




