
After three years, the Hongwanji Spring Bazaar is back! Mark your calendars for 
Sunday, March 26 from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. (no Sunday services that day). This 
year, the rummage sale will be a mini version of our usual rummage sale and will 
be held in the Annex Temple; the food “booths” will be in the Social Hall. New this 
year will be a popup arts and craft sale 
in the lounge featuring local, innova-
tive creators sharing items to purchase. 
The event will also include a plant sale, 
bake sale, oishii offerings from sister 
temples, and pre-sale items, Hawai-
ian Plates and maki sushi, available 
for pickup. 

More info at http://hhhb.link/bazaar23 
and via the Betsuin Bulletin and other 
Betsuin info sources.
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Spring O-higan Observed at the Betsuin: 
Rev. Irene Nakamoto to be Guest Speaker

Hongwanji Spring Bazaar Returns Sunday, March 26!!

Our Speaker: Rev. Irene Nakamoto

BWA volunteer treasure hunters 
looking for perfect items for the  
Spring Bazaar mini rummage sale!

Every spring and fall, the Jodo Shinshu Buddhist tradition observes O-higan. O-
higan in Buddhism means the other shore of enlightenment, in contrast to sam-
sara or the world of delusion, in which we unenlightened beings are living. Over 
on the shore of enlightenment stands Amida Buddha, beckoning us to cross over, 
while on the shore of samsara stands Shakyamuni Buddha urging us to move 
forward without fear or hesitation.

This day, in Jodo Shinshu Buddhism, is also known as Sanbutsu-e. O-higan is 
observed during both the spring and autumn equinox because both seasons rep-
resent nature and the universe in harmony. Daylight and night hours are of equal 
length and the days are neither too hot or too cold. It is during this time of O-higan 
that Jodo Shinshu Buddhists contemplate on the six paramitas or perfections in 
Buddhist practice, the qualities of an enlightened being.

Honpa Hongwanji Hawai`i Betsuin will observe the 2023 Spring O-higan or vernal 
equinox on March 19, 2023 at 9:30 a.m. in person and via Zoom (hybrid). This 
year’s guest online speaker will be the Rev. Irene Nakamoto.

Rev. Irene Nakamoto is the wife of Rev. David Nakamoto, who served as minister 
at Kailua Hongwanji from 2010-2017. Rev. Irene received her 
Tokudo Ordination in 2003 in Kyoto, Japan. She became the 
Acting Director of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawai`i 
Office of Buddhist Education. She left the position in 2006 to 
become a caregiver, but continued to be active in Hongwanji 
activities. She is a past president of the Hawai`i Federation 
of Buddhist Women’s Associations and continues to serve as 
the Education Committee co-chair.
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MARCH 2023
Speakers Schedule

Sun., March 26
8:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Taste of Hongwanji
Waffle dogs, manju, bitter 
melon, takuan, inari sushi, 
barasushi, spam musubi, 

chicken adobo, beef stew & 
rice....  and more!

Pre-sale Hawai`ian plate 
and maki sushi 

Local Artists
Koki Atcheson

Kumasean Fashions
Megan Lee 

Welo Customs (jewelry)
Keri Kubota

Our Garden Collective 
(design and consultation)

Baked Goods
Girl Scouts Bake Sale
Susan Fein’s Pu`uwai 

Gluton-Free Bakery
Ciosi Delire

Hawai`ian Honey
Plant Sale

 by Sudhana Fellowship
 Hongwanji

Cookbooks
Paul Arinaga’s book,

“Go Native: 
Growing Native Plants”

MARCH 5 
8AM Furusawa
9AM Hasebe
10AM Kalu
Kihara: Kona

MARCH 12
8AM Hasebe
9AM No DS (Join Jikoen)
10AM Alan Goto

MARCH 19
Spring Higan
8AM Ryoso Toshima
9:30AM Irene Nakamoto

MARCH 26
Spring Bazaar

Under the Great Compassion and Wisdom, I hope all is well with 
you. We will have Spring Higan service on March 19 and the Higan 
season always gives me an important opportunity for me to reflect 
upon the life. When I realized that how fast the time and days fleet-
ing by makes me think about my short life in this world. 

When you visit Hawai`i Betsuin, you see the big incense burner in 
front of the altar. If you come to the temple regularly, the incense 
burner is always there, and you may feel that there is nothing special about it. But you 
will find the great and profound teaching is very visible yet, silently hidden there.

When you carefully look at the incense burner, you will find two dragons for both sides 
of the burner bowl. One dragon opens its mouth and another one is closed. Open mouth 
dragon making a sound of “A(a)” which means voice of life and close mouth dragon 
making a sound of “UN” which represent voice of death. (Pronounce as A-UN). First 
moment we came out to this world, we cried out loud and proclaim our life, but when we 
leave this world, our breath stops and never breath in or out again.  
Whenever I lay down the stick incense between those two dragons, one open mouth 
and one close mouth, I often think about the short lifetime of human beings and think 

how much different my life compare to the 
short, frail stick incense. We are living be-
tween those A and UN and once the stick 
incense is lit, it burns until it ends. As the 
incense keeps burning and turning into 
the white ashes, our life are eventually 
finishes and all become ashes. No body 

“Reflecting on Higan”  Rev. Yuika Hasebe

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 

Participating Temples:
Moiiliili Hongwanji

Windward Buddhist Temple
Hawai`i Betsuin

  1727 Pali Hwy Honolulu

BWA Mini
Rummage Sale

visit http://hhhb.link/bazaar23 
or call the Hawai`i Betsuin 
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growing budget.  For 
this year, the biggest 
expense is our as-
sessment to head-
quarters, which was 
increased to almost 
$100,000.00.  As I 
reported in a previous Goji, this in-
crease was not unexpected and must 
be paid.  Therefore, your financial 
support will continually be necessary 
for the temple to survive.  Your Board 
of Directors is looking into ways to 
bring in more income to help with the 
budget.  We will also be looking at how 
or where expenses can be trimmed 
without eliminating services for the 
congregation.
In closing, I’d like to thank everyone 
beforehand for your unselfish support 
of our temple in the year to come.
With Much Gratitude,
Alan

President’s Message:  
Hi All 
WOW, I’ve been president for a year 
already.  The year ended with the Annual 
Meeting/New Year’s Party that was held 
on January 29th in the temple social hall.  
Over 125 people attended.  I think we 
all enjoyed ourselves.  There was lots 
of good food to eat, door prizes to win, 
games to participate in, silent auction 
items to bid on, and a raffle to win one of 
four $200 gift cards.  I’d like to thank all 
those who planned and carried out this 
event, and to the donors of the prizes for 
the lucky number drawings, silent auction, 
and the raffle.  For me, the highlight of the 
day was presenting the Asoka Award for 
outstanding dedication to the temple to 
Colleen Kunishige, our temple’s Office 
Manager.   Many people have said that 
without her in the office, everything would 
fall apart.
As for the year 2023, there are many 
issues that need to be addressed.  Most 
important is trying to balance our ever-

Letter from Alan Tomita

Scouting News Girl Scout News and 

Cookie University - Do you know 
which Girl Scout cookie is the most 
popular and second most popular? 
On Saturday, January 7, 2023, Girl 
Scouts from Cadette Troop 383, Ju-

nior Troop 185, Brownie Troop 257, 
and Daisy Troop 844 convened 
with other O`ahu Troops for Cookie 
University at the American Savings 
Bank Main Campus. There they 
laughed, played, and learned so 
much, including that Thin Mints is 
the best seller followed by Samoas. 
Scouts went through eight 
different rotations celebrat-
ing all things cookies and 
learning about goal-setting, 
money management, safe-
ty smarts, and more. The 
day included a cookie tast-
ing, many hands-on games 
and crafts, and role-playing 
activities to practice their 
customer service skills and 

to share their cookie knowledge. The 
girls had fun meeting other Troops, 
spending time together, and hearing 
from community leaders. They left 
ready and eager to introduce new 
and returning customers to Girl Scout 
cookies and apply all that they have 
learned.

DHARMA MESSAGE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
and UN and once the stick incense 
is lit, it burns until it ends. As the in-
cense keeps burning and turning into 
the white ashes, our life are eventu-
ally finishes and all become ashes. 
No body know how much incense left 
for us and this moment could be the 
last time that we can breathe in.

This seasons of Higan quietly recon-
firms us that how fleeting our life is 
and reaffirm us the solemn teaching 
of impermanence. But it is not only 
bringing sadness to us. As we learn 
and realize how fleeting our life is, we 
can realize that there are so much 
more to be grateful for and much less 
time to complain. Also, it is the pre-
cious opportunity to encounter the 
Great Compassion which surrounds 
us always. 

home. We don’t know and not able 
to know when will be our last breath 
occur, but we already have the true 
home to go to which is built by Amida 
Buddha’s infinite Wisdom and Com-
passion. 



sures and seek the 
cause of sorrow and 
sickness, old age and 
death.  After he made 
his decision he felt 
calm and peaceful.   
But at that moment a 
messenger arrived to tell him that a son 
was born to him.  The baby prince was 
given the name RAHULA.   

A celebration went on with the birth of 
Prince Rahula.  Siddhartha told Chan-
na that he was going to go away from 
home and become a wanderer seeking 
the cause of human misery.  This act 
on Prince Siddhartha’s part is known as 
“The Great Renunciation.”   He became 
a common poor wanderer, begging for his 
food and having no home he could call 
his own.  

For six years he nearly starved himself 
hoping that by this extreme way of life 
he might obtain enlightenment.  His very 
strict life led him to be known as a very 
holy man and he had five disciples who 
followed him everywhere.   But one day 
he was almost dead from hunger and 
thirst and was no nearer to enlightenment 
so he decided to follow a middle way that 
would avoid extremes.  When he began 
to take food and live normally, his follow-
ers left him because they thought he was 
no longer holy.

Siddhartha saw clearly that the only way 
he could find the truth would be to find 
it for himself.  He sat under the spread-
ing boughs of a giant tree and vowed he 
would never leave the spot until he had 
attained enlightenment.  For 49 days and 
nights he sat in meditation and, as the 
morning star of Valsakha came into 
view he gained a final, complete and 
perfect enlightenment and knew the 
cause and cure of all human sorrow.  
This took place when Buddha was 35 
years old.
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Fujiko Motobu

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

BWA News and Events               
The Story Of  Buddha

Hanamatsuri is just around the corner, for 
it is on April 8 that we celebrate the birth 
of Buddha.  As a reminder, let me tell you 
the story. On a fine day, some twenty-six 
centuries ago, a beautiful son was born to 
King Suddhodana and Queen Maha-
maya of Sakyas country in northern India.  
The child was named Siddhartha.  Seven 
days after the birth of Prince Siddhartha, 
his mother, Queen Mahamaya died.  

A hermit was called to the palace to pre-
dict the future of the Prince.  The sage 
foretold that Prince Siddhartha would 
become either a Buddha or a ruler of the 
world.  If the Prince saw four sights, he 
would renounce the world and become 
a Buddha.  The four sights were, an old 
man bent with age, a sick man in great 
pain, a dead man, and a wandering beg-
gar.  The king decided his son should 
grow up to be a ruler of the world and de-
cided to keep all knowledge of pain and 
sorrow away from him.  
Siddhartha’s education began early and 
he was taught the leading arts of that 
time.  He became a skillful archer, a clev-
er swordsman and a good rider.  Soon his 
knowledge became greater than that of 
his teachers.  His father gave him every-
thing the heart could desire.  The prince 
did not know there was sorrow anywhere 
in the world.  At an early age he was mar-
ried to beautiful Princess Yasodhara.  The 
king built him three large and beautiful 
palaces, one for each of the three sea-
sons of India, and he and his wife lived 
happily in luxury. 

One day the Prince sent for Channa, his 
charioteer, and they drove to the royal 
pleasure grounds.  On the way, they 
came across an old man bent with his ad-
vanced age, as was predicted at the time 
of Siddhartha’s birth.  The Prince asked 
Channa why the man was in such a con-
dition.  Channa told him that all men be-
came like him if they lived to a great age.  
This news made the prince very unhappy.  
When the first prediction was fulfilled, the 

king was disturbed and ordered all sad 
sights to be kept away from the prince.

Soon the Prince forgot all about the 
incident.  After some time passed, he 
asked Channa to take him to the royal 
pleasure grounds again.  On their way, 
they met the second of the predic-
tions, a man suffering from great pain.  
The man’s legs and body were swol-
len.  The Prince seeing this, jumped 
from his chariot to help the man.  The 
Prince learned about the sickness and 
pain the man was going through, thus, 
he witnessed the second prediction.  
When the king heard about this he was 
greatly disturbed because his son had 
now seen two of the predictions.  After 
some days passed, the prince asked 
Channa to drive him to the city, and 
this time they saw a dead body lying 
by the roadside.  Channa told him of 
death and how it comes to all living be-
ings.  Once more the Prince returned 
to the palace with a heavy heart, won-
dering why these things happened.  
The king did not wish his son to be-
come a Buddha.  

After some days passed, the Prince 
asked Channa to take him to the city.  
On this trip they passed a man with 
shaven head, dressed in yellow robes 
and carrying a bowl in his hands.  This 
man seemed to be peaceful and happy 
as he walked quietly.  He saw people 
come out from their houses and place 
food in the bowl carried by the man 
in yellow robes.  The prince asked 
Channa who the man was and why he 
wore such a strange outfit and carried 
a bowl.  Channa told the Prince that 
the man was a religious mendicant, a 
monk, who got his food by begging af-
ter having renounced the world.  The 
fourth prediction was fulfilled.

When they returned home, Siddhar-
tha had made up his mind that he too 
would renounce the world and plea-



MLK’s thinking and priorities less 
than a year before his assassina-
tion. We discussed some of the 
parallels to Buddhist concepts that 
we heard in the speech, includ-
ing to the Three Poisons of greed, 
anger, and ignorance.

In preparation for the event, we 
created a video that shows an 
accurate transcript so viewers may 
read along while listening to King’s 
voice. You can find the video at 
http://hhhb.link/MLK3 .

Connected to the event, Betsuin 
members and friends donated 106 
pounds of nonperishable food in 

the week 
leading 
up to 
MLK Day, 
which we 
delivered 
to Hawai`i 
Food-
bank’s 

Oahu ware-
house. (The mini 
drive was an 
echo of the large 
food and hygiene 
products drive 
of 2022 together 
with the NAACP.) 
Also, just before 
the event, BWA 
draped lei on the 
statue of Shinran 
Shonin to honor MLK.

Lincoln Lecture: Hawai`i Betsuin 
hosted a hybrid talk by scholar/au-
thor Ronald C. White on Abraham 
Lincoln’s second inaugural address. 
Equal numbers online and in per-

GOJI  MARCH 2023 PAGE 5

The Hawai`i Betsuin Social Concerns 
Committee was very active in the 
first month of the new year. Here is 
a brief report about three activities. 
(Note: Shortcut links below are case-
sensitive.)

DIALOGUE: On January 12, the 
committee hosted an evening DIA-
LOGUE Project gathering as a hybrid 
event (in person and via Zoom) in the 
smaller lounge room. (DIALOGUE is 
for discussing a social issue through 
a Buddhist lens. It’s like a book club 
in format, but instead of entire books, 
participants read suggested articles 
or watch videos to prepare for the 
discussion.)

January’s 
topic was a 
challenging 
one: settler 
colonialism. 
Pete Doktor 
of Jikoen 
Hongwanji 
provided 
an overview of the topic before we 
opened it up to a go-around of per-
sonal reflections and discussion. The 
topic attracted at least two first-timers, 
including one from the continent and 
one from another island (both via 
Zoom). Mahalo to Pete for his pre-
sentation. If you’d like to review the 
readings, see 
http://hhhb.link/SCdialogue .

MLK Day: This year, with parade 
logistics late-breaking and uncertain, 
the temple’s Social Concern’s Com-
mittee organized an in-person event 
to listen to a 45-minute, 1967 Martin 
Luther King, Jr. speech entitled, “The 
Three Evils of Society.” We were once 
again in the smaller lounge room. The 
powerful speech provides insights into 

A Diversity Of Social Concerns Activities Blossoms In January 2023
son had the opportunity to go through 
the short but remarkable speech to 
discuss how Lincoln was working to 
heal a divided nation. The event was 
organized by Alan Goto and endorsed 
by the Social Concerns Commit-
tee, with hybrid support in the larger 
lounge room by David Atcheson.

Addendum: The day after MLK Day 
was both the anniversary of the 
overthrow of the Hawai`ian Kingdom 
and the National Day of Racial Heal-
ing (Jan. 17). The UH Manoa campus 
hosted a multifaceted event, “Hawai`i 
Ku`u Home Aloha,” connected to 
its role as a Truth, Racial Healing, 
and Transformation Campus Center. 
Betsuin members Penny and David 
Atcheson attended this first annual 
event, which included honoring both 
Queen Lili`uokalani and Martin Luther 
King, Jr. in addition to diverse work-
shops. For UH’s short video summary, 
see http://hhhb.link/kuuhome . The 
Atchesons’ experience of the event 
was enriched by the Betsuin’s social 

concerns offerings 
and they recom-
mend attending 
the event in 2024. 

Submitted by 
David Atcheson



my food that matched 
with the words, and had 
a discussion about 1) 
things that the students 
have said to others in 
the past, such as saying 
unkind words that they 
regretted later, 2) feel-
ings when someone said 
something nice to them, 
and 3) how they felt when 
someone said something 
mean to them.

Next up for the Eightfold Path is Right 
Conduct, so we will be focusing on 
teaching our students to always do the 
right things.

We look forward to having many more 
fun activities throughout the year as we 
continue to focus on the Eightfold Path 
and plan to schedule intergenerational 
activities with the older members of 
our Betsuin sangha which may include 
cooking and dance activities with the 
BWA. Please join us!
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Dharma School News Debbie Kubota
We are so happy to have our Dharma 
School families back in person for our 
Sunday services and activities. The 
Eightfold Path is our focus for Dharma 
messages and activities. On January 
22, the topic for the Dharma Message 
and activity was Right Thought. Rev. 
Sol Kalu gave a wonderful message 
about Right Thought. For the Dharma 
School activity, Jovie Yoshioka led 
the students in an activity, showing a 
picture of something (example: three 
children playing musical instruments 
together, then deciding if specific state-

ments were 
examples of 
right thought 
or not. Exam-
ples of state-
ments includ-
ed, “I like this 
song,” “The 
boy playing 
the saxo-
phone is off 

key,” “I like playing with this group,” 
“The boy playing the drum 
is going too fast.” The 
students had fun decid-
ing which ones were right 
thoughts or not.

For our January 29 ser-
vice, Dharma School stu-
dent Talin Giang started 
off our service by ringing 

the kansho. Naya 
Furuyama was our 
emcee and Chris Leu 
read an aspiration. 
The Dharma message 
was a book reading by 
Debbie Kubota, “Taste 
Your Words,” by Bon-
nie Clark. It depicted 
Right Speech, empha-
sizing the importance 
of saying kind words, 
otherwise saying 
unkind words might leave an aw-
ful taste in your mouth, like pickle 
juice or spoiled milk. Ewwww! Later 
that morning, some of the Dharma 
School students and families en-
joyed our New Year’s Party and fes-
tivities.

We had a break from Dharma 
School on Scout Sunday, Febru-
ary 5, since many of our Dharma 
School students are in the scouting 
program.

On Sunday, Feb-
ruary 12, Jayce 
Labaguen was our 
emcee and Asami 
Nishihira was our 
aspiration reader. 
Rev. Charlene Ki-
hara conducted 
the service and 
shared a story 
about the three 

wise monkeys to con-
vey the message of right 
speech. The Dharma 
School activities for that 
day were based upon the 
book “Taste Your Words,” 
in which students wrote 
down kind words and 
drew a picture of a yum-
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Interim Rimban Yuika Hasebe and Executive Director Jon Matsuoka participated 
in the program commemorating the overthrow of Queen Lili`uokalani in 1893.  
The interfaith event, sponsored by the Pacific Justice and Reconciliation Center, 
was held at the First United Methodist Church on January 17, 2023.  Numerous 
churches and temples representing a range of religions participated in the event 
which featured a poignant opening by Rev. Amy Wake on the complicity of the 
Methodist church in the overthrow of the Hawai`ian Monarchy.  Following the 

first Hawai`i Ecumenical event 
30 years ago the United Church 
of Christ issued an apology and 
returned some of their land hold-
ings to Hawai`ian entities.  The 
evening also included an operat-
ic solo by Rev. Takamasa Yama-
mura of Honolulu Myohoji Mis-
sion and a Tongan choral group 
from United Methodist.  Rimban 
Hasebe and Jon Matsuoka of-
fered a reading from a Buddhist 
passage.  
               Submitted by 
              Jon Matsuoka

30th Anniversary of Queen Lili`uokalani 
Ho`okukahi Reconciliation

BWA CONTINUED FROM 
PAGE 4
He took pity on the world and decided 
to teach the Dharma to all who would 
listen.  For 45 years he wandered over 
much of India and taught.  He passed 
away at age 80, but he said that he 
would live on in his teachings.  There-
fore, if we really wish to know Lord 
Sakyamuni Buddha, the best way is to 
study the Dharma and then try to prac-
tice it in our lives.

To continue in the next issue.

HUMOR TO EXERCISE YOUR 
BRAIN:
1. My son-in-law, a football coach, was
asked by a fellow coach how he picked
a team from a bunch of raw recruits.
“I hate to give away my secrets,” he
replied, “but I’ll tell you.  I take them
out into the woods.  Then, at a given
signal, I start them running.  Those
that run around the trees are chosen
as guards; those that run into the trees
are chosen as tackles.”

NEW 
Calligraphy Class 

at the Betsuin
starting March 4th,

9 to 11 am
in the dining room

instructor:
Ms. Hiromi Peterson

(recently honored as a 
Living Treasure of Hawai`i)

(Please call the office for
 more information)
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Boy Scout Troop 49Scouting News: Davin Okino, Troop 49

Hasn’t this year just been flying 
by? For every start of the year, Troop 49 
always spends time to help prepare for 
upcoming events, and to re-embark on 
a journey of learning the basic skills in 
Boy Scouts. January surely wasn’t full 
of excitement, but was filled with a lot of 
preparation.
Our month started with setting up new 
tents for Scouts, which wasn’t the most 

enjoyable meeting, but the Scouts 
were satisfied knowing that they are 
going to have new tents at the next 
camp. This process consisted of put-
ting together the tents, writing num-
bers on the tarps and bags, and mak-
ing sure all tents, tarps, and bags had 
zero holes and tears. 

The following week Scouts had tent 
relay races to test their 
knowledge and skill of 
setting up tents. With 
any Boy Scout skill that 
is practiced many times, 
the Scouts almost al-
ways find ways to be 
more efficient.
Week three of this 
month was shelter 
building. All Scouts 
were focused on creat-
ing the best well-built 

shelter utilizing materials provided and 
a shelter with a capacity to fit multiple 
Scouts. Each Patrol was given a tarp, 
5 long wood poles, rope, and an item of 
their choice from home. The Eagle patrol 
would end up taking the victory with a 
very creative structure that some would 
say was built by an architect. This was 
a great meeting idea that maintained en-
gagement of all Scouts.
Our final preparation meeting for the 
month was to get ready for the important 
Scout Sunday that all scouting organiza-
tions at the Honpa Hongwanji participat-
ed in. The Scouts practiced making their 
annual after-event food demonstration, 
and the Scout musicians practiced the 
National Anthem on their instruments. 
Hopefully all of this preparation will lead 
to a successful 2023 Scout Sunday 
event. 

That’s all for now… be on the lookout for 
more exciting news from Troop 49…. 

On Saturday evening, February 18, 
Hawai`i Betsuin hosted a night of 
“Sharing Joy Together” through music. 
About 25 of us gathered in the Annex 
Temple (with the altar doors closed) to 
play instruments, sing, and enjoy guest 
performances.

One featured guest was Dr. Steve 
Chen, currently of Spokane, WA, who 
was visiting the Atcheson family. Steve 
(or Shihong) is an accomplished ac-
cordion player and pianist. 
Thanks to the Hongwanji 
network, Steve was able to 
borrow a brand new, Ger-
man accordion. He played 
diverse numbers, including 
“Hawai‘i Aloha,” the theme 
from The Godfather, and 
“Auld Lang Syne.” Guest 
Kamaka Tom shared 

Betsuin Hosts Participatory Music Night
several numbers too, strumming his 
guitar and singing Hawai`ian songs, 
“Home on the Range,” and more, 
with Steve frequently joining in on 
accordion.

See “participatory” in the title? Our 
featured guests were not the only 
ones to perform. Attendees stepped 
forward with minimal prompting to 
sing karaoke, play rousing sing-
alongs, and play piano and ukulele 

numbers. Plus, a hula!

Wendie Yumori and David Atcheson 
were “co-conspirators” in organizing the 
event. Dave announced that the temple 
recently acquired a license to play 
songs from vast repertories maintained 
by ASCAP, BMI and SESAC at nontick-
eted Betsuin gatherings for one year. 
Contact Dave for more information.

 Based on feedback so far, 
#SharingMusicTogether 
sessions seem likely to 
be repeated, one way or 
another!

PS. “Dr. Steve Chen” has a 
YouTube channel. Mahalo 
to hi.kekai on Instagram for 
event photos.

- submitted by David
Atcheson
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Headquarters Connections
Headquarters Updates and Ka Leo Kāhea (The Calling Voice) newsletters are available at

hongwanjihawaii.com – News & Announcements

Triple Celebration Resolution
(Approved Unanimously, February 10, 2023, by the 111th Giseikai)

Commemorating the Triple Celebration of Shinran Shōnin’s Birth, Establishment of the Jōdo Shinshū Teaching, and 
Founding of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawai`i

WHEREAS, 2023 marks the 850th anniversary of the birth of Shinran Shōnin, the founder of Jōdo Shinshū Buddhism; and
WHEREAS, 2024 is the 800th anniversary of the establishment of the Jōdo Shinshū teaching; and
WHEREAS, the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawai`i will also celebrate its 135th anniversary in 2024; and
WHEREAS, as a community of Nembutsu followers who endeavor to walk in harmony guided by the Buddha-Dharma we 
strive for the realization of a society in which everyone can live a life of spiritual fulfillment; and
WHEREAS, this Triple Celebration will be a joyful time of renewal and rededication to learning and sharing the living teach-
ing of Jōdo Shinshū Buddhism so that all may enjoy lives of harmony, peace, and gratitude now and into the future; now 
therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED, that the 111th Legislative Assembly of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawai`i designate 2024 as the 
year in which Hawai`i Kyodan will commemorate this Triple Celebration with a series of activities culminating in a Kyodan-
wide event in September of 2024; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the theme of the Triple Celebration will be “Sharing the Joy of Nembutsu Together: Our 
Living Heart of Gratitude”; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the planning committee shall be supported in its efforts to coordinate a year-long com-
memoration of this Triple Celebration; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the ministers and members of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawai`i are encouraged 
to actively participate in the Triple Celebration; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Bishop, the President of Hawai`i Kyodan, the 
President of each District Hongwanji Council, the President of the State Ministers Association, the Presidents of each Dis-
trict Lay Association, all temple Presidents, and the Presidents of each affiliated organization.

HQ Connections is curated by Steve Lohse and Cindy Alm.

Sunday, March 26, 
8:30 AM to 1:00 PM

Donations of Plants and Baked Goods 
Needed for the Spring Bazaar!

Please bring your baked goods donations to the office on 
Saturday, March 25 from 8:30 to 11:30 AM, or drop off 
in the dining room by the kitchen from 4:00 to 6:00 PM.  
Baked goods should be individually packaged and labeled 
with contents (i.e. chocolate chip cookies, brownies, etc.). 
Plants can be taken to the office starting Wednesday, 
March 22 to Saturday, March 25th during business hours, 
8:30 AM - 4:30 PM (M-F) / 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM (Sat., Sun.)
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The great practice is to say the Name of the Tathagata of unhindered 
light. This practice, comprehensively encompassing all practices, is 
perfect and most rapid in bringing them to fullness. For this reason, 
it is called “great practice.” Saying the Name then breaks through 
all the ignorance of sentient beings and readily brings all their aspira-
tions to fulfillment. Saying the Name is in itself mindfulness; mind-
fulness is nembutsu; nembutsu is Namo-amida-butsu.              

-Shinran Shonin

  In Memoriam JANUARY 2023
The Hawai’i Betsuin extends its deepest sympathy to the families of the 
following members who recently passed away.  May the family members 
and friends find solace and comfort  in the Nembutsu. Namo Amida Butsu

Maluhia 
Service Every 3rd Wed At 10:00 A.M.

All other nursing Home Services remain cancelled until further notice.

2022: 1st year
2021: 3rd year
2017: 7th year

2011: 13th year
2007: 17th year
1999: 25th year

1991: 33th year
1974: 50th year
1924: 100th year

2023 Memorial Service Schedule
2023 is the memorial year for those who passed away in:

Hale O Meleana
Service Every 2nd Friday At 10:30 A.M.

Schedule Of Monthly Nursing Home Services

Radio Programs 
MARCH 2023

Japanese Language, SATURDAY 
AT 7:30 AM

04  Rev. Shigenori Makino 
    11  Rev. Masanari Yamagishi

18  Rev. Toyokazu Hagio
25  Rev. Daido Baba

 MARCH SPEAKERS
Please see page 2

Information Regarding 
Sunday Services

Attendee limits for in-person 
funerals and memorial services 
are now based on room capacity 
and families’ comfort levels. Other 
service options are available. 
Please call the   Betsuin 
office at (808) 536-7044 for 
current information and to plan 
for your family’s needs.   

The 10 a.m. English-language 
services (as well as the 
occasional 9:30 a.m. combined 
services) are now open to in-
person attendees. A Zoom 
option continues to be 
available. Also, the 8 a.m. in-
person Japanese language 
services have resumed. The 
Betsuin Dharma School resumed 
on September 11, 2022..

Many past services are available 
for replay on the Hawai`i Betsuin 
YouTube channel.  For current 
information on Betsuin services, 
including Zoom connection 
details, see the online calendar at 
hawaiibetsuin.org. You may also 
check the Betsuin Bulletin sent 
by email on Fridays (subscribe at 
hawaiibetsuin.org/email-signup/). 
Or, you can call the Betsuin office 
at (808) 536-7044.

05/30/2021 MATSUSHIMA, Harold Hiroshi (67)
09/29/2022 HONDA, Richard Satoru (81)
11/04/2022 TEVES, Edith Yasuko (94)
12/05/2022 DOCKTOR, Lynn Shizue (74)
12/09/2022 FUJIMOTO, Gai Toshikazu (59)
12/12/2022 HASEYAMA, Joanne Mitsuko (68)
12/25/2022 OBA, Frances Masako (81)
12/29/2022 KAYA, Bradley Tetsuo (62)
12/31/2022 KUNIMURA, Iris Kikuye (93)

13 MATSUBA, Sue Shizue (101)
14 MATSUSHIMA, Lillian Mitsuye (96)
19 SYLVA, Aileen Nakayama (97)
31 SUEKAWA, Ellen (96)

03 ISHIMOTO, Bruce Tooru (78)
05 TASHIMA, Henry Kazuo (93)
10 SODETANI, Randall Masami (63)
11 INATSUKA, Fukie (96)

January 2023




