
GOJI
Vol. 78  No. 05

MAY 2023
NEWSLETTER

of the
Honpa Hongwanji
Hawai’i  Betsuin
hawaiibetsuin.org

1727 Pali Highway
Honolulu, Hawai’i  96813

  Acting Chief Minister 
  

 Ministerial Staff 
Rev. Sol Kalu

Rev. Shingo Furusawa
Rev. Charlene Kihara

BETSUIN
MINISTERS

2023 Slogan:
“Building Healthy 

Sanghas: Sharing Joy 
Together”

Rev. Yuika Hasebe

Betsuin to Observe Gotan’e;
Shinran Shonin’s Birthday - May 21, 2023

May 21st in the Jodo Shinshu Buddhist tradi-
tion is a major service, celebrating the birth of 
the founder of Shin Buddhism, Shinran Sho-
nin. Born in Hino, near Kyoto, Japan in 1173, 
Shinran, whose birth name was Matsuwaka-
maru, lost both his parents at an early age 
which made him contemplate about death and 
the impermanence of all things. The young 
Matsuwaka-maru was ordained as a monk in 
the Tendai sect of Buddhism, but 20 years of 
intense study at Mt. Hiei did not lead to his spiri-
tual awakening. At the age of 29 Shinran met 
Honen the founder of the Jodo Shu Buddhist 
sect and learned the Nembutsu path of awak-
ening. Shinran spent many difficult years of his 
exile in Echigo, spreading the Nembutsu teachings in many towns and villages 
to ordinary people, who previously did not have access to the Dharma. This is 
Shinran’s greatest legacy that has enabled Jodo Shinshu Buddhism to thrive 
in Japan but also to spread and develop in many other countries in the world.

Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin observes this very important date,  the birth 
of Shinran Shonin on May 21, 2023 at 9:30 AM. The guest speaker will be Rev. 
Tatsuo Muneto, former Rimban of Hawaii Betsuin and retired minister of the 
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii.

Reverend Tatsuo Muneto was born on 1941 in Hiro-
shima, Japan. After receiving his BA in Buddhist Stud-
ies from Ryukoku University, Ordination and Dendoin 
training in Kyoto, he was assigned to Honpa Hong-
wanji Mission of Hawaii in 1965. He received his M.A. 
degree in Asian Studies from Claremont Graduate 
University in 1970. He received Unit 1 in the Clinical 
Pastoral Education in 1988. Rev. Muneto was as-
signed to several temples throughout the State. His 

assignments included Hawaii Betsuin, Hilo Betsuin, Kona Hongwanji, Lihue 
Hongwanji, Moiliili Hongwanji, and the Buddhist Study Center. Rev. Muneto’s 
hobbies include visiting Buddhist sacred sites in India (1971, 2000), China-Silk 
Road (1998), and Godaizan (2019).  A small book entitled, DHARMA TREA-
SURES - Spiritual Insights from Hawaii’s Shin Buddhist Pioneers was pub-
lished in 1995. The areas of interest for Rev. Muneto include programs for 
Buddhist education, ministerial training, counseling, and hospital chaplaincy. 
He has been a volunteer for Hospice Hawaii since 2015.  

Our Speaker: Rev. Tatsuo Muneto



Dharma Message: “Gotane, Shinran’s Birthday Celebration
                                                    May 16, 2023”
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MAY 2023
Speakers Schedule
7 
8:00 AM Rev. Furusawa
9:00 AM Rev. Hasebe
10:00 AM Rev. Kalu

14 
Mother’s Day Service
8:00 AM Rev. Hasebe
9:30 AM N. Ganotisi

21 
Gotane Service
8:00 AM Rev. Baba
9:30 AM Rev. Muneto

28 
Memorial Day
8:00 AM Rev. Furusawa
9:00 AM DS teacher TBA
10:00 AM Rev. Kihara

Happy Birthday, Shinran-sama! That is 
what we would say to celebrate Shinran 
Shonin’s Birthday 850 years ago. Without 
Shinran Shonin, there would be no Jodo 
Shinshu.
 
Eight hundred fifty years ago, in the Ka-
makura era in Japan, there was no birth-
day party, cake, candles, or presents for a 
birth. However, Shinran Shonin was born 
on a beautiful spring day as a child of Lord 
Hino Arinori and his wife. The baby boy is 
named Matsuwakamaru by his parents. 
In 1181, Lord Hino Noritsuna brought 
his nephew Matsuwakamaru to Shoren-
in. There were many battles and natural 
disasters which happened during the Ka-
makura period and Lord Noritsuna had to 
take Matsuwakamaru to the temple. As a 

Rev. Charlene Kihara

result, Matsuwakamaru received initiation 
at the Shoren-in.
 
Matsukawamaru and his uncle arrived at 
the Shoren-in late at night, and the Abbot 
of Shoren-in, Jichin, told Lord Noritsuna 
and Matsuwakamaru that the ceremony 
to initiate him into the monkhood would 
not be until the following morning. So 
Matsuwakamaru composed a poem, 
“Cherry blossoms that are felt to last till 
the morrow, may well blow away during 
the night.” Hearing such an answer from 
a nine-year-old child and being moved 
by the young boy’s determination and 
understanding of life’s futility, Jichin gave 
his permission to hold the initiation rite 
that same evening. Jichin gave the boy 
Matsuwakamaru, the Buddhist name 
Hannen.

Hannen spent 20 years of his life on 
Mount Hiei. He was serving as a doso 
monk. The life of a monk was not easy, 

and young Hannen went 
through many years of 
training. He studied the 
Sutras and practiced days 
of circumambulation around 
a statute of the Buddha.

However, as the years passed Hannen 
became disillusioned with his life on 
Mount Hiei. Even though he earnestly 
practiced at Mt. Hiei, Hannen felt he was 
not closer to awakening. So, he sought 
the right path and decided to descend the 
mountain. 
 
Hannen retreated to the Temple Rokkaku-
do for 100 days, not knowing where his 
life would lead. However, during the three 
and a half months that Hannen spent at 
Rokkakudo, he had a dream of Prince 
Shotoku. Prince Shotoku appeared in 
Hannen’s dream and guided him to Ho-
nen Shonin and the path of Nembutsu. 
 
Hannen followed and advanced Honen 
Shonin’s teaching on the Nembutsu, and 
he eventually assumed the name Shin-
ran. Shiran Shonin’s life was complicat-
ed and not easy. Without the effort and 
sacrifice of Shinran Shonin, we could not 
encounter this precious teaching of Jodo 
Shinshu. The causes and conditions led 
to Hannen becoming Shinran. Thus, the 
Hongwanji celebrates Shinran Shonin’s 
date of birth with an exceptional service 
dedicated to Shinran-sama. 
 

Effective immediately, the 
Hawai’i Betsuin newsletter, 
the Goji,has returned to its
pre-pandemic publishing 
schedule. Consequently, 
no August 2023 issue will 
be published. Mahalo for 
your understanding and 
support of the Goji! 

NOTICE!



Le#er from Alan Tomita, Hawaii Betsuin Board President 

Hi All  

First of all, I’d like to thank all those who helped with the Bazaar that was held on March 26. 
Unfortunately, I could not a@end since I was at home, sick in bed. From all that I’ve heard, the Bazaar 
was fairly successful. 

The Board is addressing several important issues that will affect the future of the temple.  At our April 4 
Board meeIng, we had a good start on discussing which direcIon the Board wants to explore. The 
Bishop, HHMH President Warren Tamamoto and HQ Business Manager Derrick Inouye a@ended the 
meeIng. The Board appreciated their presence since many of the issues involve Hawaii Betsuin’s 
relaIonship with HMMH and PBA. Since the beginning of PBA, Hawaii Betsuin has gone way beyond 
what was expected to support PBA financially.  It is Ime that HHMH assume more financial responsibility 
for PBA, as it pledged to do so when HHMH created PBA. 

The next event that is coming up is the annual Obon in June.  I am presently trying to organize the 
preparaIons since I was the chairperson for the last four Bon Dances before the pandemic.  Things have 
changed because of the pandemic, so there are adjustments to be made.  Hopefully, everything will 
work out so the Bon Dance won’t be canceled as it was last year. 

Sorry I missed sending out a le@er in the last Goji.  I finally reIred at the end of February and took a long 
vacaIon in March.  I needed the Ime out since I was under a lot of stress where I even considered 
stepping down as Board President.  However, I was reminded by many that I sIll had goals to achieve 
before my Ime is up. 

So, please conInue to support the temple, and I hope the rest of the year will be happy and fruiUul for 
everyone. 

With Much GraItude, 

Alan

President’s Message:  
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Hawaii Betsuin 
BWA pressents...

Mother’s 
Day

Photos at the
Betsuin!

Sunday 
May 14

in the
Social Hall 

  We’re Collecting Aloha Shirts
The Betsuin BWA continues to collect aloha shirts for 
distribution to our military serving overseas. Please contact 
Jo desMarets (purpleldy2@aol.com) 
to donate aloha shirts or for more 
information!

Search for “Hawaiian Shirts for Deployed 
Soldiers” on Facebook to see photos of 
our heroes receiving their Aloha Shirts 
while serving in remote locations around
the world!

“Hawaiian Shirts for Deployed Soldiers”Use your own camera 
or someone will take 

photo for your!
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BWA News and Events               Fujiko Motobu

GOTAN E:  BIRTH 
OF SHINRAN SHONIN
In the third year of Shoan, 1173, Mat-
suwaka-maro was born. He was an 
unfortunate child. When he was four 
years old his father died and when he 
was eight years old, his mother died, 
leaving him an orphan. After he was 
born and growing up in good health, 
for some reason he never uttered a 
word until he was two years old. At 
age two he uttered for the first time 
the Holy Name, Namo Amida Butsu by 
clapping his hands together. This hap-
pened during the moon festival when 
the young boy looked up at the full 
moon above Mount Daigo that shone 
upon the dark world. As an orphan at 
merely the age of eight he was moved 
by a growing aspiration to be born in 
the Pure Land of the Buddha to meet 
with his parents there. With that deter-
mination to become a disciple of the 
Buddha, he accompanied his uncle 
and visited the Venerable Jichin at the 
Shorenin Abbey at Awataguchi, Kyoto, 
and told the abbot of his intention. See-
ing Matsuwakamaru’s determination, 
the venerable Jichin performed the rite 
of Tri-saranagamana that very eve-

ning, when Shinran was nine years 
old.   He was given the Buddhist 
name of Hannen. He applied him-
self very closely to learning and re-
ligious training on the sacred Mount 
Hiei for 20 years. 

When he was nineteen years old 
Shinran made a pilgrimage to Shi-
naga Mausoleum of Prince Shotoku, 
and confined for three days praying.  
At Mt. Hiei in order to seek Light he 
practiced desperately, but his mind 
became darker and darker.  At the 
mausoleum he concentrated on his 
prayers so intensively that he fell into 
a trance, and at that moment Prince 
Shotoku came before Shinran and 
said, “Harken to me, Zenshin.  Thou 
art indeed a true Bodhisattva. Thy 
life will last only ten odd years more.”  
The vision disappeared. The words 
and vision inspired him with cour-
age. After ten years he would enter 
the Path of Nembutsu. He returned 
to Mt. Hiei from Shinaga and con-
tinued to apply diligently the Bud-
dhist learning and practice. But he 
found that neither his hard study nor 
practice brought peace of mind and 

ten years were run-
ning out. He decided 
to confine himself to 
prayers at Rokkaku-
do Temple in Kyoto. 
He met a fellow 
priest, Seikaku-hoin, 
and told him his confused life. He was 
instructed to go and visit Honen the 
Venerable teacher in Kyoto. Honen’s 
instruction on the Nembutsu proved so 
holy that peace came upon Shinran’s 
suffering and agony that he had un-
dergone for 20 years.  Awe struck he 
could not lift his head up but remained 
with his hands tightly clasped together 
and tears filling is eyes. He was then 
twenty-nine years old.

As the years moved along, the doctrine 
of the Nembutsu gained ground among 
the people. It also became an object of 
hate and jealousy for certain malicious 
monks, and due to them, Anraku, who 
recited the Nembutsu was arrested, 
tried, condemned and beheaded. In 
the spring of year 1207, the Venerable 
Honen was unlawfully sentenced to 
banishment, but he neither got angry 
nor sorrowful. He said, “Even if I were 
sentenced to death I cannot stop ut-
tering the Sacred Name Namo Amida 
Butsu.”  Shinran shared the same con-
viction as Honen. He said, “Because 
of my banishment I am able to go to 
such a remote province as Echigo and 
teach the Dharma of the Nembutsu to 
the People.”  Honen was 74 years old 
and Shinran was 34. He was in exile in 
Echigo for five years. On Nov. 27, 1121, 
he was pardoned, but he remained and  
became a wandering priest in order to 
spread the teachings of the Nembutsu. 
From Echigo he moved to Hitachi. He 
was 52 years old at this time.

After returning to Kyoto, Shinran devot-

BWA Up Coming Events: May 2023
6    Hosha 8:30 AM to 10:30 AM
7    Asaji service refreshments
11-12  17th Annual Buddhist Women’s World  Convention in Kyoto
13   Make Boutonnieres for Mother’s Day Service 
       10:00 AM to 1:00 PM in the lounge 
14   Mother’s Day Service: photos in the social hall after the service
14   Asaji Service refreshments
21   Asaji Service refreshments
21   Gotan-e Service: present Eshinni Day collection to youth programs
22   Fort Gakuen Graduation 
24   HMS Graduation
28   Refreshments: darma school and adult service
28   Dharma School graduation
28   Memorial Day Service
NO EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING IN MAY DUE TO WORLD CONVENTION
 

continued on page 10
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More from the BWA: Canoe Plants Featured at Earth Day Service
On April 22nd, a group of BWA mem-
bers assembled in the Betsuin kitchen 
for our first ever, group cooking activity! 
The BWA joined the Green Team in the 
Betsuin’s 7th Annual Earth Day service 
on April 23rd by preparing a variety of 
refreshments from “Canoe Plants”. Ca-
noe Plants are the 24 original plants the 
Polynesian voyagers brought to Hawaii 
centuries ago when they discovered 
that the Islands were rich in sea food, 
but lacking in plant based foods. Their 
solution was to bring plants from home 
in their canoes and propagate them in 
the Islands. Many canoe plants became 

so commonly used that they are 
frequently mistaken for being indig-
enous to Hawaii. The “ono” offerings 
prepared by the BWA included lau-
lau, taro “potato “salad, and haupia, 
along with a number of other deserts, 
all made from “Canoe Plants”. Re-
ports from the BWA members were 
that it was a great activity and learn-
ing experience, and we will definitely 
do something like this again! Reports 
from the sangha members who at-
tended the service and partook in 
refreshments were that the food was 
delicious! Definitely will do again!

24 Canoe Plants
`Ape (Elephant Ears)
`Awa (Kava)
`Awapuhi Kuahiwi (Wild 
Ginger)
Hau (Hau)
Ipu (Gourd)
Leaves of the kalo (taro) 
plant
Kalo (Taro)
Kamani (Alexandrian Laurel)
Ki (Ti)
Ko (Sugar Cane)
Kou Kukui (Candlenut)
Mai`a (Banana)
Milo (Portia Tree)
Niu (Coconut)
Noni (Indian Mulberry)
`Ohe (Bamboo)
`Ohi`a `Ai (Mountain Apple)
`Olena (Turmeric)
Olona Pia (Polynesian Ar-
rowroot)
Purple sweet potato
`Uala (Sweet Potato)
Uhi (Yam)
`Ulu (Breadfruit)
Wauke (Paper Mulberry)

Mai`a (Banana)
Ipu (Gourd)

Ki (Ti)Kalo (Taro)

submitted by Jo desMarets



We are continuing to enjoy seeing ev-
eryone for in-person Dharma School 
services and activities on Sundays. 
The Eightfold Path continues to be 
our focus for Dharma messages and 
activities. OnMarch 12, Acting Rim-
ban Yuika Hasebe gave a wonderful 
dharma message on Right Livelihood,  
which was followed by a related Dhar-
ma School Activity.

On March 19, we had a combined 
service for Spring Higan. Many, 
many thanks to Cindy Alm, from 
the Buddhist Women’s Association 
and Acting Rimban Hasebe, who 
put together a fun-filled activity, a 
Sumo Wrestling Game, with the 
sumo wrestlers made out of origami 
paper. There were students visiting 
from Ryukoku University that morn-
ing. The seniors had a great time 
competing against the Ryukoku 

students and com-
peting against each 
other too. Good fun 
was had by all! We 
look forward to hav-
ing more intergen-
erational activities, 
especially when we 
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Offering of flowers and light

Dharma School News Debbie Kubota
have combined services starting at 
9:30 am.

We took a break on March 26 to sup-
port our temple’s Taste of Hongwanji 
Spring Bazaar and on April 7 to attend 
the Hawaii Buddhist Council Buddha 
Day. We had a combined service on 
Sunday, April 9, to celebrate Buddha 
Day. Many thanks to our students Ki-
eran and Reyn Goto for offering flow-
ers and Dean and Kim Tse-Castro for 
offering candles at the beginning of the 
service. April services were all “com-
bined” at 9:30 am. It was great to have 
our services in the Main Temple for a 
nice change.

We welcome former and new Dharma 
School families to join us for fun activi-
ties and events the rest of the year!

Sumo Tournament at the 
Betsuin was enjoyed by all!

For more information about the
Betsuin Dharma School actiities,
please contact the Betsuin office!
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Scouting News Girl Scout News and Events                                              

This is the first year the Honpa Girl Scouts are back together on a camping 
ground in 4 years. It was an incredible experience with nostalgic activities 
like friendship mix, campfire, the beach, crab hunt, easter egg hunt, and so 
much more. We made it through a weekend of rain, chickens, kittens, and 
most importantly fun. It was an incredible new experience for some, since 
Covid had its effect on the kinds of camps we had over the last 3 years, and 
refreshing for others as we adjusted to a new camp location and everything 
that goes along with that. We caught sand crabs the first night with cup noo-
dle and hot chocolate night caps and held a campfire with songs, s’mores 
and roasting hotdogs the following night. Our annual Easter egg hunt’s gold-

en egg winner went  
home with 2 baskets 

Comeback Camp             Maslyn Kaneshiro Takeuchi, Cadette Troop 383

and a squishmallow. We all went home with more than we brought and I 
don’t mean just overstuffed bags - so many memories were made from 
this great weekend. And it all couldn’t have gotten done without the help 
of everyone - leaders, Intertroop group, parents, and scouts who helped 
from set up to break down and everything in between. We look forward 
to next year’s camp and hope everyone had a Good Easter.

The Betsuin Bon 
Dance is Back!

Friday June 23
6:30 to 10:30 pm

Saturday June 24
6:30 to 10:30 pm

Short service by the yagura 
at 6 PM both nights!

Please kokua!  Mahalo for Your Support!
Donations of baked goods and snacks are re-
quested to sell at the Sudhana / HMS Bon Dance 
snack tent! Items should be...
1. Non-perishable
2. Individually packaged
3. Priced by $1 increments
4. Dropped off at the Betsuin office June 22-24Practices on Mon., Tues., Wed.

 (June 19, 20, 21)
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In Memoriam continued from page 12
The following deaths were recently reported to the Hawai’i  Betsuin. We extend our deepest sympathy to the families 
of the following members who have passed away.  May the family members and friends find solace and comfort  in 
the Nembutsu. Namo Amida Butsu

Red Hill Fuel Tanks: A Jodo Shinshu
Buddhist Perspective                        Jon Matsuoka
Red Hill fuel tanks were built in the 1940s to store fuel in case of enemy attack.  
The tanks are a massive structure capable of carrying 12.5 million gallons of 
fuel and seen by the US military as an element critical to supporting the Indo-
Pacific Command.  The tanks, however, were not inspected for 38 years and 
have been leaking petroleum fuel into one of O`ahu’s main aquifers that sup-
plies 25% of our potable water.  Despite obvious warning signs including rup-
tured fuel lines, corroded infrastructure, and severe physical effects on people 
who imbibed petroleum-laced water, the military maintained for years that the 
water was safe to drink.  Upon rigorous testing it was found that Red Hill water 
was 350 times above the safe drinking level.

Buddhism is steeped in values of environmental kinship and interrelationship 
which closely aligns with the Hawaiian concept of aloha `aina.  The history of 
Red Hill and how it emerged as a public health concern is the antithesis to both.  
Our teachings emphasize truth and transparency, compassion and care for hu-
man beings and other organisms, and natural rights including access to clean 
water.  The debacle at Red Hill is the latest in a long line of incidences ranging 
from Kaho`olawe to Pohakuloa symbolizing indifference towards sacrality and 
wellbeing of those connected to place.  Hawai`i is not merely an outpost for 
larger global interests or a mecca for fun in the sun, it is our beloved homeland.  

As a practice, Buddhism instills deep listening and observation skills, a healthy 
skepticism to discern truth from fiction, the formation of holistic and empathic 
understanding, all of which engender mindfulness.  But mindfulness shouldn’t 
end here.  With it comes a moral responsibility to be a force for good by taking 
right action to reduce human suffering.  We are obliged to be good stewards of 
land and sea voice and rally our efforts to preserve these islands for all who are 
and the yet unborn. 
 
I want to acknowledge Lois Toyama, Reverend David Nakamoto, Reverend 
Irene Nakamoto, and Pete Doktor from the Hongwanji community, for living by 
Buddhist principles and taking a public stand on military infractions at Red Hill. 

2/3/2023 MATSUSHIGE, Haruko Niimi (98) 
2/4/2023 OSHIRO,  Gary Masami (58) 
2/15/2023 BENTLEY,  Mrs. Terry Tomoko (90) 
2/25/2023 TSUKAMOTO, Barbara Tazuko (89) 

8/18/2020 IGE, Dr. Philip Keimin (95) 
12/13/2022 ANAMIZU, Thomas Mitsuo (95) 
12/30/2022 ANAMIZU, Carole Toshiye (78) 
1/3/2023 ISHIMOTO, Bruce Tooru (78) 
1/4/2023 KADOTA, Richard Chikaku (77) 

pleasant conversations with his friends 
from Kanto district. His work, “Teach-
ing, Practice, Faith and Enlighten-
ment,” was completed in six volumes. 
“Hymns of the Pure Land” was done 
in his closing days. In order to convey 
the sacred message of Buddhism, he 
never ceased to write until the age of 
ninety when he died.  

In the second year of Kocho, 1262, 
Shinran went to bed due to slight ill-
ness. He constantly said the Name 
of Amida, expressing gratitude to the 
Buddha. On the 28th of the same 
month he passed away. It was his 90th 
year.   His last words were, “When 
you alone call on the blessed Name, 
think you are accompanied by anoth-
er. When you two call on the blessed 
Name, think there are three altogether. 
I, Shinran, am always among you.” We 
honor the passing of Shinran in Janu-
ary at our Hoonko service. In May we 
honor him for his birthday on Gotan E.
 
FOR YOUR BRAIN:  What is the only 
food that doesn’t spoil? (Answer: 
Honey)  

It is impossible to lick your elbow. Try it.

 
 

BWA continued from page 4
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Headquarters Connections 
‘Headquarters Update’ and ‘Ka Leo Kāhea’ (The Calling Voice) newsletters are available at 

News & Announcements – Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii 
 

“Here I rejoice in what I have heard and extol what I have attained.” 
Bishop Eric Matsumoto 

(from Bishop’s Corner in the March 2023 ‘Headquarters Update’) 
 

I would like to begin by sharing the Opening Aspiration and some thoughts which I gave at the 
start of our 111th Legislative Assembly held on February 10-11, 2023. 
 
“How joyous I am, my heart and mind being rooted in the Buddha-Dharma…of the universal 
Vow…my thoughts and feelings flowing within the dharma-ocean…I am deeply aware of the 
Tathagata’s immense compassion…My joy grows ever fuller, my gratitude and indebtedness 
ever more compelling.  Therefore, I have selected [passages expressing] the core of the Pure 
Land way and gathered its essentials. …May those who see and hear this work be brought…to 
manifest shinjin within the power of the Vow and reveal the incomparable fruit of enlightenment 
in the land of peace.”  -Shinran Shonin- 
 

This should be all of our thoughts and aspiration, too, especially in 2023 as we joyously and gratefully observe the 
auspicious Joint Celebration of the 850th Anniversary of the Birth of Shinran Shonin and the 800th Anniversary of the 
Establishment of Jodo Shinshu, including during the 17th World Buddhist Women’s Convention. 
 
Last year, our Hawaii Kyodan’s slogan emphasized “Connecting with Others,” and I emphasized that the primal and 
fundamental connection which we each should have is the connection with Amida Buddha.  However, as I look at our 
Hawaii Kyodan and reflect on myself, too, I have a concern that we have not connected with as many people as we would 
like to.  What do you think?  The steady decline in our membership suggests that we have not. 
 
Especially, as we come out of the Pandemic, it is an important time to connect with others by sharing our Joy and 
Appreciation of the Nembutsu.  It is essential, critical that we connect with more people.  It is by connecting with more 
people that we can also address our declining membership.  Thus, at this time, guided by our 2023 slogan “Sharing Joy 
Together,” I would like to ask all temples to create a membership committee or something similar to it, to address our 
declining membership.  However, a committee can only do so much.  The real work of connecting takes place at the temple 
level by each one of us. 
 
To conclude, to one and all, please know that your devotion, dedication, contributions and efforts are deeply appreciated, 
and I express my deepest gratitude to you.  Please join me in gassho/anjali, and in awareness, joy and gratitude, join me to 
recite Namo Amida Butsu, The Buddha’s Name Which I Call in gratitude in response to Namo Amida Butsu, The Buddha’s 
Name Which Calls Me to entrust.  Namo Amida Butsu/Entrusing in All-Inclusive Wisdom and All-Embracing Compassion. 
 

‘Headquarters Connections’ is curated by Steve Lohse and Cindy Alm. 

*Yukata and Happi Coats recommended attire

Mark Your Calendar!
Betsuin Bon Dance

June 23 & 24
6:30 to 10:30 PM

(short service at 6:00 PM 
by the yagura)



Radio Programs 
MAY 2023

MAY Speakers
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The great practice is to say the Name of the Tathagata of unhindered 
light. This practice, comprehensively encompassing all practices, is 
perfect and most rapid in bringing them to fullness. For this reason, 
it is called “great practice.” Saying the Name then breaks through 
all the ignorance of sentient beings and readily brings all their aspira-
tions to fulfillment. Saying the Name is in itself mindfulness; mind-
fulness is nembutsu; nembutsu is Namo-amida-butsu.                                                        
                                                                                               -Shinran Shonin

  In Memoriam          MARCH  2023
The Hawai’i   Betsuin extends its deepest sympathy to the families of the 
following members who recently passed away.  May the family members 
and friends find solace and comfort  in the Nembutsu. Namo Amida Butsu

The 10 a.m. English-language 
services (as well as the occasional 
9:30 a.m. combined services) are 
now open to in-person attendees. 
A Zoom option continues to be 
available. Also, the 8 a.m. in-
person Japanese language 
services have resumed. The 
Betsuin Dharma School resumed 
on September 11, 2022..

Many past services are available 
for replay on the Hawai’i    Betsuin 
YouTube channel.  For current 
information on Betsuin services, 
including Zoom connection 
details, see the online calendar at 
hawaiibetsuin.org. You may also 
check the Betsuin Bulletin sent 
by email on Fridays (subscribe at 
hawaiibetsuin.org/email-signup/). 
Or, you can call the Betsuin office 
at (808) 536-7044.

Information Regarding 
Sunday Services

Attendee limits for in-person 
funerals and memorial services 
are now based on room capacity 
and families’ comfort levels. Other 
service options are available. 
Please call the Betsuin office 
at (808) 536-7044 for current 
information and to plan for your 
family’s needs.   

Japanese Language, 
SATURDAY AT 7:30 AM

(Please see page 2)

 

2022: 1st year
2021: 3rd year
2017: 7th year

2011: 13th year
2007: 17th year
1999: 25th year

1991: 33th year
1974: 50th year
1924: 100th year

2023 Memorial Service Schedule
2023 is the memorial year for those who passed away in:

5/6.......Rev. Joshin Kamuro
5/13. ...Rev. Satoshi Tomioka 
5/20.....Rev. Mieko Majima 
5/27.....Rev. Toyokazu Hagio

Maluhia 
Service Every 3rd Wed At 10:00 A.M.

Hale O Meleana
Service Every 2nd Friday At 10:30 A.M.

Schedule Of Monthly Nursing Home Services

STARTING MAY!
  Hale Ho Aloha

Service on Tuesday, May 16 at 10:00 A.M.

(89) 
01 KAMEMOTO, Fred Isamu (94) 
01 NAKAMURA, Harumi (92) 
05 NAKADA, Kenneth Yoshito (103) 
07 IDEGUCHI, Yoshiko (87) 
12 BABA, Richard Sadao (89) 
12 WATANABE, Doris Rikiko (98) 
13 MATSUMOTO, Stanley Masaru (82) 

Please see page 10 for additional In Memoriam listings recently reported 
to the Betsuin from earlier this year




